
 

 

 

 

SEMI-FINAL DRAW  
2009-2010 
 

Tuesday 2nd February 2010  
 
Heart of Midlothian v St. Mirren 
Fir Park Stadium, Motherwell 
Kick-Off 7.45 pm 
 
 
Wednesday 3rd February 2010  

 
Rangers v St. Johnstone 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-Off 7.35 pm 
(Live – BBC Scotland) 
 
 

 

  
2009 - 2010 
DATES FOR TIES 
 

 
Semi-Finals 

Tuesday 2nd February, 2010  
Wednesday 3rd February, 2010 
 

 
Final 

Sunday 21st March, 2010 
 
 
 

Eagerly Awaited 
 

irdrie United Chairman Jim Ballantyne moved into th e role of President of The 
Scottish Football League in November of last year w hen Brown McMaster 
stepped down after two and a half years in office a nd The Co-operative Insurance 
Cup Bulletin asked the new President for his views on the action ahead in the 
two Semi-Final ties. 

 
Ballantyne advised, “I am sure everyone will agree that 
we have two eagerly awaited Co-operative Insurance 
Cup Semi-Finals with St. Mirren versus Hearts at Fir 
Park on Tuesday 2nd and Rangers versus St. Johnstone 
the following night.” 
 

The games are being played at separate venues this 
season and Ballantyne explained the reasoning behind 
the moves, saying, “As these ties are all run by the SFL, 
we try, whenever possible, to pick locations for the 
Semi-Finals that will be attractive to the fans and add to 
the atmosphere.  
 

When Rangers or Celtic are involved, the police decision is always Hampden but with the other tie, we took into 
consideration the travelling distances and potential atmosphere and Fir Park was an obvious choice. There will 
be a big crowd and I am certainly looking forward to the match.” 
 

It is not quite a baptism of fire for Ballantyne who explained, “This will be my first major Semi-Final since being 
appointed President of the SFL but fortunately, I have hee-haw to do as the SFL operation runs like clockwork 
led by David Longmuir who is backed up with the huge experience of David Thomson, Anton Fagan, Brian 
Jamieson and the gals.  
 

“There is definitely a bit of the graceful duck about the operation with the wee legs going frantic underneath but 
nobody would ever know because of their professionalism.” 
 

Ballantyne praised the staff further saying, “It is interesting (well to me anyway!!) that the SFL run so many 
competitions with so few of a staff. David Longmuir has a full complement of seven full-time staff yet manages 
to oversee and operate ten different competitions.” 
 
The list of competitions that Ballantyne refers to are as follows:- 
  
The Co-operative Insurance Cup, three IRN-BRU SFL Championships each consisting of ten clubs, The ALBA 
Challenge Cup, Reserve League Cup, Under 19 Youth Division, Under 19 Youth League Cup, Under 17 Youth 
Division and Under 17 Youth League Cup. 
 

The SFL President is also full of praise for the tournament sponsor saying, “As an organisation, we are 
delighted to have the sponsorship of The Co-operative Insurance on board, as a prestigious company adds to 
the prestige of the trophy and every fan attending the Semis will be dreaming of a Cup Final in the spring 
sunshine.”  
  

“The Co-operative Insurance are very ethically motivated and this sits well with our own community and family 
aspects and their further extension to the sponsorship which came into effect at the beginning of this season is 
a testament to a great working relationship.  The last couple of Cup Finals have been fantastic events with sell 
out crowds and this year will be no different. With live TV coverage, the importance increases even further and 
with Rangers and Celtic dominating the SPL year after year, it is one of only two pieces of silverware that all 
fans can really dream of.” 
 

Aileen Walters, Sponsorship Manager for The Co-operative Financial Services, said, “We have been delighted 
with the excitement that has been generated in this season’s competition. We are also really pleased with the 
take up on the offer of £5 entry for all children to the Semi-Final matches.  
 

“I am sure both ties will be exciting tussles and there will be a lot of good football played as St. Mirren, Heart of 
Midlothian, Rangers and St. Johnstone battle it out to be at Hampden in March for The Co-operative Insurance 
Cup Final” 
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Heart of Midlothian - Team of the Round  

 
 

he performance of Heart of Midlothian when they saw  off Celtic in the Fourth Round of The Co-operative  Insurance Cup 1-0 in 
the east end of Glasgow on October 28 saw the Edinb urgh men crowned as the Team of the Round. 

 

Hearts won through when captain Michael Stewart scored a penalty 12 minutes into the second half after Christian Nade had been brought 
down by Danny Fox to send the holders out of the competition. The misery for Tony Mowbray’s side was complete when skipper Stephen 
McManus was sent off just before the end for a foul on the darting Andrew Driver.  
   
Michael Stewart was on the spot to answer questions and he was asked what the trade secret was in taking a good spot kick. The former 
Manchester United youngster advised, “If you speak to anybody who takes penalties it is about whether you feel confident on the day. It 
does not matter how you hit it, where you put it, as long as it goes over the line.” 
 

As well as netting against Celtic, Stewart hit the winner from 12 yards out against Dunfermline Athletic in the Third Round of The Co-
operative Insurance Cup and he is pleased with his efforts saying, “To have scored a couple of penalties to get us through two rounds has 
been good on a personal level. I have seen a lot better penalties being hit and the ’keeper saving it, hitting the post or it going wide. It does 
not matter, though, as long as it goes in. 
 

“A club like Hearts has a great history and tradition.  When you’re aware of that, it makes you realise how important and how close we are 
to having the opportunity to write our names into the history books as well. 

 

“It would be fantastic to lead the team out in a Cup Final.  I’ve been back at Hearts for two-and-a-half years or so and to have the chance to 
lead the team out at Hampden next month would be great, almost the pinnacle of my time back here,” he said. 
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Andy Dorman - Player of the Round  
  

ndy Dorman’s creativity in his side’s 3-0 Quarter F inal win over Motherwell at New St. Mirren Park was  rewarded when he was named as 
the Co-operative Insurance Cup Player of the Round.  Dorman set up the Paisley side’s first goal with a  cross that Michael Higdon nodded 
in and then a surging run from deep in his own half  saw the 27-year-old send in a wicked ball that Ste phen Craigan turned into his own net 
to seal the win. 

 
It was the second time a St. Mirren player has been recognised for their performance with 
striker Billy Mehmet earning the accolade in the First Round with Dorman saying, “I am 
delighted to win this award although I never scored. Billy certainly deserved his award for 
his five goals against East Stirling, he was on fire that day.” 
 
Dorman said of the performance against The Steelmen, “We played really well that night 
and it was great to get picked as there would have been a few St. Mirren candidates from 
that game. I was delighted to help set up two goals although you always like to score 
yourself. I did get one earlier in the competition to knock out Kilmarnock in injury time so I 
think it would be fair to say this has been a good competition for me this season.” 
 
Dorman, who played in a couple of Cup Finals when he plyed his trade in America, is 
looking to add a Scottish Final to his CV saying, “The Semi-Final should be a great game 
with a great atmosphere. The team has been doing well and we are really looking forward 
to facing Hearts. It is a massive game in the club’s history as we have the chance to get to 
a national Cup Final and that does not happen too often in your career. This is a one off 
game and form good or bad goes out of the window and I am sure St. Mirren will battle for 
everything on the night.” 
 
The Saints will need Dorman at his creative best if they are to have any joy in breaking 

down a resolute Hearts defence with the Chester born player, who was actually on the bench for Wales when they defeated Scotland 3-0 in November, 
saying, “We know this will be a very tough game and when we played Hearts recently in Edinburgh, we did not get the opportunity to create many chances. 
We have to be able to do that to progress from a very tough game.” 
 
 

John Fleck – Young Player of the Round 
 

angers’ 18-year-old attacking midfielder John Fleck  was on top form when the Ibrox club saw off the st rong challenge of First Division 
leaders Dundee 3-1 at Dens Park in their Quarter Fi nal tie and he was rewarded with The Co-operative I nsurance Cup Young Player of the 
Round to mark his performance.  

 
Rangers had gone in front when Steven Whittaker headed in before another precocious young talent, 
Leigh Griffiths, equalised with a thumping free-kick before half time. In the second half, Dundee defender 
Gary MacKenzie headed into his own net to put Walter Smith’s side back in front and Fleck completed the 
job when he cashed in on Nacho Novo creating havoc in the Dens Park side’s defence. 
 
Fleck was asked what he made of the exciting Quarter Final tie and he said, "It was a great night for me 
and I really enjoyed the game although it was tough as Dundee played well.  It was not just about me 
though, the whole team played well and it was a terrific result as Dundee are flying high in the First 
Division.” 
 
Dundee made it far from easy for Rangers with Fleck advising, “Dundee are a very good team and made it 
difficult for us but that made the result even more pleasing. To go to Dens Park and get a win with so many 
players missing that night says a lot about the character in our squad. I enjoyed playing up front in the 
second-half as that is my natural position and Nacho Novo did really well to set me up for my goal." 
 
Fleck burst onto the Scottish football scene two years ago as a 16-year-old and he is now seeing 
colleagues from the Youth ranks at Ibrox joining him in the first team with Danny Wilson and Jordan 
McMillan being part of the winning team in the last round at Dens Park. 
 
There looks to be more youngsters on their way with Fleck commenting, “Danny and Jordan did really well 
considering it was their debuts.   Danny is getting bigger and stronger and he has already played in Old 
Firm games and the Champions League. Jordan is also a talented player and I am sure his loan spell at 
Queen of the South will benefit his career. There are a lot of talented young players at the club and players 
like Andrew Little and Jamie Ness regularly train with the first team and are on the bench.” 
 
Fleck became the youngest ever player to play in a Cup Final in Britain when he came on as a substitute against Queen of the South in the Scottish Cup 
Final in May, 2008 and he would love another big event at the National Stadium saying, "It would be fantastic to play in another Hampden Cup Final but  
St. Johnstone will be a difficult game for us and we will need to play well to progress." 
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Andy Dorman and Tommy Malcolm (Co -operative Insurance 
Area Manager for Paisley) 



 

 

 
Heart of Midlothian v St. Mirren 

Tuesday 2nd February, 2010 
Kick-Off 7.45pm 

Referee: Charlie Richmond 
 
  
 
Heart of Midlothian Manager Jim Jefferies returned to 
Tynecastle on Friday to find a lengthy injury list waiting for 
him. 
 

He looks set to be without defenders Lee Wallace and Craig 
Thomson, midfielder Ian Black, winger Suso Santana and striker 
Calum Elliot for this game. Spanish midfielder Rueben Palazuelos 
is also a doubt although Jefferies will have been pleased to see the 
dashing Andrew Driver making a second half substitute 
appearance at Perth during the weekend. 
 

Jefferies said, “I did not know too much about the players that 
played on Saturday other than they were making up a patchwork 
up side. I learned a lot all the same and am looking to put that into 
good effect for the St. Mirren game.” 
 

“I have been to three Scottish Cup Finals and it took the third one to 
get a win.  I’ve been in the League Cup Final with Hearts when we 
lost 4-3 to Rangers at Celtic Park, then the Final with Kilmarnock 
which didn’t work out too well. 

 

“Maybe it’s third time lucky with this one and we can get the trophy 
back here?  It has been a long time since the club won the trophy 
and I have been a long time in the game and never won it.” 
 

St. Mirren can include on-loan Rangers striker Rory Loy if the Ibrox 
side give permission as he has not played for the Ibrox side this 
season in The Co-operative Insurance Cup, and his presence may 
well be needed up front with Tom Brighton and Allan Johnston 
missing out through injury. 
 

Goalkeeper Chris Smith is another absentee through injury with 
MacPherson hoping his side bounce back from the heartbreak of 
their last gasp defeat at Easter Road on Saturday. The Paisley 
boss may have a surprise in his line up saying, “I am still working 
on having a new face join us before Tuesday.” 
 

"For any club to go on and earn a place in a National Cup Final is a 
major achievement. It would be fantastic for our group of players to 
try and put St. Mirren back at the head of the table again by 
reaching National Cup Finals. 
 

"We have been so close over the last few seasons and we find 
ourselves one big step away from reaching a National Cup Final 
which would be very, very good for the supporters and the club, but 
more importantly the players." 
 
 

 
Rangers v St. Johnstone 

Wednesday 3rd February, 2010 
Kick-Off 7.35pm 

Live on BBC Scotland 
Referee: Dougie McDonald 

 
Rangers come to Hampden on the back of an eleven ga me 
undefeated run in the SPL and with progression to t he Fifth 
Round of the Scottish Cup secured at the expense of  Hamilton 
Academical.  
 

This has been achieved against a backdrop of injuries with 
defender Madjid Bougherra, midfielders DaMarcus Beasley and 
Maurice Edu along with striker Kris Boyd all expected to miss out 
on Wednesday. Striker Kenny Miller is a doubt with a hamstring 
problem and Pedro Mendes has left Govan to join Sporting Lisbon. 
 

Manager Walter Smith is keen to extend his side’s fine cup 
performances since he returned to Ibrox three years ago 
commenting, “We have done well in cup competitions since I came 
back and I want to keep that going by coming back to Hampden in 
March for another Cup Final.” 
 

St. Johnstone Manager Derek McInnes has everyone guessing 
about his line-up after making five changes to the starting eleven 
that defeated Hearts on Saturday from Wednesday night’s 3-3 draw 
with Dundee United. Collin Samuel also looks set to be ruled out 
and he may be joined on the sidelines by the experienced Jody 
Morris who missed out at the weekend with a knock. 
 

Striker Cillian Sheridan, who is on-loan and is not cup tied, can be 
included if the Parkhead club agree. Perth boss Derek McInnes is 
looking his side to make a Cup Final at the fourth time of asking.  
 

He explained, “After being in three Semi-Finals as a player and 
Manager with St. Johnstone and never winning through, we are all 
really motivated to progress to the next stage. We know that we 
can cause Rangers problems and that gives us confidence.” 
 

“Having reached other Semi-Finals in recent seasons, we now 
have to go one stage further.  That would be progress. 
 

“Rangers are used to being in this situation but if we can play to our 
strengths, then we can go through.  The other Semi-Final is 
between two sides we have already beaten this season so that is a 
great incentive in itself. 
 

“It’s a massive challenge and one I am sure our players can rise 
to.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 IF THE TEAMS DRAW . . .  
*In the event of a draw after normal time, extra ti me of 30 minutes (i.e. 15 minutes each way) will ta ke place and thereafter, if necessary, kicks from 
the Penalty Mark will be taken in accordance with t he Rules laid down by The International Football As sociation Board.  
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One For The Scrapbook 
 

FA Scotland Chief Executive, Fraser Wishart, is a b ig fan of The Co-operative Insurance Cup and it is not just because three of his former 
sides are competing at the Semi-Final stage. Wishar t supports the competition because of the good that  it brings the game in Scotland 
and despite narrowly missing out on a Cup Final app earance twice during his 18 year career, he remains  a keen supporter as the 
tournament brings back many happy memories for him,  including scoring his first ever senior goal. 

 

Wishart explained that his feelings for the competition would be shared by many inside and outside of the game saying, 
“Inside football, if your club wins The Co-operative Insurance Cup, your fans point to it and say look at the silverware 
we have won. It is still very much part of a domestic ‘Treble’ that Rangers and Celtic tend to set their sights on in 
Scotland, and for other clubs, the short, sharp nature of this competition means that it is usually their best chance of 
winning a trophy.” 
 

“St. Mirren, St. Johnstone and Hearts are unlikely to win the League this season so they will see this as a great chance 
to get to a major Cup Final and give their fans a great day out at the National Stadium. I had a long career but never got 
to play in a Cup Final and the players in these two games have the chance to be in one. No-one at the four clubs 
playing at this stage of the competition will be putting anything other than one hundred per cent into getting through.” 
 

Off the pitch, the impact of the competition is significant as well with Wishart saying, “Rangers won the tournament two 
years ago and Celtic lifted it twelve months ago and I would reckon that along with their fans, the accountants at both 
clubs were delighted to see the funds generated through the tournament, be it through sponsor money or ticket sales 
being credited to the clubs accounts.” 
 

The competition in Scotland has one major advantage over its rival in England, The Carling Cup, according to Wishart who explained, “Our clubs respect 
this competition and tend to put out strong teams which is not always the case in the English competition. The League Cup competition has a very strong 
brand name here, The Co-operative Insurance Cup sponsorship is very well known and the long term commitment of The Co-operative Financial Services 
Group brings in very welcome revenue for both Scottish Football League and SPL clubs.”  

 

Having never played in a Cup Final, The Co-operative Insurance Cup Bulletin asked Wishart to talk through 
his career to find out why the attack minded full-back never graced a Cup Final showdown. 
 

Wishart advised, “I started playing at Eastercraigs with the likes of Andy Millen, who has gone on to have a 
long career, and other players who featured in the SFL such as Ian Porteous at Aberdeen.  George Crooks 
and Stevie Ross were also both there and the two of them played at Queen’s Park. I had trials at Under-16 
level with Hamilton Accies and Clydebank but I was not good enough at that age to turn professional.” 
 

Wishart decided to combine studying Politics along with European History and French at University with a 
career in the Junior game and signed for Pollok aged 18. The much talked about rough and tumble nature of 
the game at that level gave Wishart the opportunity to blossom and within four months, a host of clubs were 
knocking on his door asking him to join the senior ranks. 
 

Motherwell beat off the likes of Ipswich Town, Barnsley and Rangers to capture Wishart’s signature with the decision made easy by Fir Park boss Bobby 
Watson. Wishart explains, “Bobby made me feel 100 feet tall and I was delighted to sign as a full time professional there. I knew that if it didn’t work out, I 
could go back to University and my family were very supportive of me playing. It turned into not a bad move as I stayed for six years at Motherwell.” 
 

The first year with The Steelmen was not too successful as they were relegated from the Premier Division however, Tommy McLean came in and took the 
club back to the top division as First Division Champions and after avoiding relegation as a result of League reconstruction at the end of season 1985/ 86, 
Motherwell reached the Semi-Final of the League Cup the following autumn. 
 

Wishart played in the Semi-Final (above) in what turned out to be his first brush with 
disappointment in the competition, although an earlier round had brought material for his 
scrapbook. Wishart beamed, “I scored my first professional goal in the Quarter Final that 
season when we beat Forfar Athletic in extra-time. It was the only goal of the game and 
sent us on the road to Hampden to meet Celtic.” 
 

“We were two down in the Semi-Final but Andy Walker and Paul Smith scored to force 
extra-time and I still believe we were the better team the longer the game went on and 
should have won. It went to a penalty shoot-out and Tommy Boyd and Andy (right) both 
scored for us with what could be classed as sclafs. Big John Philliben didn’t mishit the 
ball at all as he thumped it goalward but it crashed off the underside of the old square 
posts at Hampden and never went in. Tommy Burns then scored for Celtic to win 5-4.” 
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Wishart added, “There is a famous picture of Tommy on his knees sliding in front of the Celtic support (right) after scoring so 
you can tell how much getting to the League Cup Final meant to him. I had different emotions, I was up next if Tommy 
missed, so I had a slight bit of relief in amongst my disappointment at going out as I was never a penalty taker!” 

 
 
In 1989, Wishart decided to leave Motherwell and aged 24, he signed for his local side  
St. Mirren (left) ahead of a number of clubs including Celtic. There were a number of 
reasons for doing so with Wishart advising, “I was a Paisley boy and the Manager, Tony 
Fitzpatrick, was a hero of mine but there were other factors as well. It was the pre-Bosman 
era and at aged 24, I had a price tag of £400,000 put on me by Motherwell.  
 
“ While other clubs thought about the fee, St. Mirren decided to sign me on ‘Freedom of 
Movement’ and, with both clubs being unable to agree a fee, the matter was referred to a 
Compensation Tribunal who decided that St. Mirren should pay a Compensation Fee of 
£285,000.  It was flattering that St. Mirren were willing to take that amount of a gamble on 
me although sadly, the move just never worked out.” 
 

Wishart made his St. Mirren debut ironically against Motherwell and just before half-time, he played a side foot pass and 
ruptured a muscle in his thigh that put him out for the first four months of his Paisley career. That set off a cycle that 
summed up Wishart’s time in the Black and White stripes. He said, “I was injured, then ill and then my confidence would 
go. I would get fit only for the same thing to happen and that is how I spent my three years there after hardly ever missing a 
game for Motherwell. It was not successful for me and it was not successful for St. Mirren and they were relegated at the 
end of season 1991/92.” 

 

After a few months without a club, Wishart played a couple of League matches as a trialist for Dumbarton before he was recruited by Falkirk (below) and 
was delighted to join a side that was playing buccaneering football, although another unhappy episode at Fir Park was to occur. Wishart said, “Jim Jefferies 
took me to Falkirk and I loved it there. We scored a lot of goals and lost a lot of goals too but their approach suited the attacking side of my game. We 
struggled in the centre of defence as the now Hibs Manager John Hughes and Joe McLaughlin spent good parts of the season injured and that was a factor 
in the amount of goals we lost.” 
 

Celtic were knocked out of the Scottish Cup at Brockville and Davie Weir emerged as player during Wishart’s time with the 
Bairns however, they were involved in a relegation dog-fight that came to a head at Fir Park. Wishart laments, “It was 
between us and Motherwell over who would go down and they beat us 2-1 to stay up. It was good at Falkirk all the same 
and they wanted to keep me but going down to the First Division meant that we could not agree on a new contract as the 
club restructured their budget.” 
 

What happened next can either be classed as fate or the ‘Power of the Press’ as a trial period at Middlesbrough brought 
the now 28-year-old to the attention of Walter Smith at Rangers. Wishart explained, “I was down at Ayresome Park with a 
good squad of players including Alan Kernaghan, Derek Whyte, Chris Morris and John Hendrie and their Manager, Lenny 
Lawrence, was keen to sign me.” 
 

Reports of Wishart’s progress appeared at the bottom of a story in the papers and alerted Smith, who was trying to find 
cover for Ibrox full-backs Gary Stevens and David Robertson. Wishart takes up the story, “Tony Higgins got in touch with 
me at Middlesbrough and told me that Walter Smith was looking for me to go to Ibrox the next day. He had been trying to 
contact me and used Tony in the Players’ Union to do so. I was due to visit a physio in Glasgow so I made my excuses 
down south and left.” 
 

“I was offered a two month deal and after playing in a few games (left), that became a two year deal. I also 
played in the opening three rounds of the League Cup that season and then we drew Celtic in the Semi-Final. It 
was a strange game as it was played at Ibrox as Hampden was being redeveloped and Celtic fans also 
occupied the Govan Stand at a supposedly neutral Ibrox.” 
 

Wishart was a substitute in this game although he did get involved in the action saying, “It was an unbelievable 
atmosphere and one where you could not hear the players on the pitch. I came on for the last 15 minutes and 
chipped Pat Bonner for what I thought would be my moment of glory only for the ball to hit the bar.” 
 

Rangers won through 1-0 without the need of a further goal from Wishart to face Hibernian in the Final and he 
looked forward to finally being involved in that game when disaster struck.  
 

“We had played a Champions League game in Sofia on the Wednesday, flew back and undertook a light 
training session on the Thursday. We were playing Raith Rovers on the Saturday and in training on the Friday, I 
picked up a calf injury that I knew was bad.” 
 

 



 

 

 
 
“The closer the Cup Final came, my injury was improving and I was tempted to say I would be okay to 
be a substitute but I would have been cheating myself and my colleagues by having done that. It was 
the game Ally McCoist came off the bench to score with an overhead kick (right) and I doubt if I could 
have done that!” 
 
Despite playing in four of the five games that brought Rangers League Cup glory, there was no medal 
for Wishart and although he took part in the celebrations, they lacked his full contribution as he did not 
feel fully involved having watched the game from the sidelines. 
 

Wishart continued to provide cover for Rangers and the Govan club reached the Scottish Cup Final in 
May, 1994 against Dundee United however, he did not make the team sheet on that occasion and 
another Hampden Cup Final slipped by. 
 

Heart of Midlothian had expressed an interest in signing Wishart before the end of the season and Manager Smith left the decision up to the player on 
whether he wanted to remain at Ibrox in a supporting role for the second year of his deal. 
 

It was not too difficult a decision to make with Wishart saying, “I stayed knowing that I might not play much but I felt it was the right thing for me to do as I 
knew that I would regret turning down the chance to fight for a place. Craig Moore was emerging at that time as well to join Gary and David in jostling for full-
back positions. It turned out that I hardly played as Rangers were knocked out of the League Cup early on by Falkirk and the Champions League by AEK 
Athens. Fewer games meant less cover required for injuries, etc.” 

 

A move to Hearts eventually transpired in March, 1995 with former boss McLean bringing Wishart in before he was 
replaced by another face well known to Wishart when Jim Jefferies took over at Tynecastle. The move to Hearts was 
another that never quite worked out with an injury sustained early into the new season seeing Wishart out for five 
months. Gary Locke and Neil Pointon had made the full-back spots their own and after speaking to Jefferies and Billy 
Brown, Wishart decided to leave. 
 

Honesty was the key to this choice with Wishart explaining, “Jim and Billy are very 
truthful guys and you could be honest with them. They left the choice up to me and I 
decided to end my stay there.” 
 

Motherwell, who opened Wishart’s Premier Division career, were on hand to close it as 
well as he signed on for one more season (left) 13 years after first committing himself to 
claret and amber colours. It was not the best of starts under now Birmingham City 
Manager Alex McLeish (right), as the League Cup threw up a shock as Alloa Athletic 
defeated Motherwell in a penalty shoot-out. 
 

After using his pace throughout his career, Wishart knew that his biggest asset was not as strong as it used to be and decided 
to leave the Premier Division at the end of that season and was on the verge of taking up his University education again when 
former Falkirk team-mate Ian McCall asked Wishart to join him at Clydebank (below). 
 

Although they had moved out of their Kilbowie home, the Bankies were still a buoyant club at that time with Wishart saying, 
“Clydebank made me a really good offer to go there. I started to get involved in coaching and we had been told that there 
was investment coming to turn the club into a model community club with loads of coaching opportunities.” 
 

“We had a successful first season and won promotion to the First Division but then the move to Dublin started to be aired. It 
looked like a non-starter and, a bit like Rangers and Celtic going to England, it was not going to happen. Investors backed 
away and the club began to crumble.  I started getting involved more off the park and doing voluntary work for the Players’ 
Union in the afternoon so it was a huge learning curve for me.” 
 

“I ended up running the team and the club until enough was enough in March, 2001 and I joined Ian McCall, who by this time, 
was managing Airdrieonians. I played a few games for them but at the age of 36, I decided to retire from playing, my heart 
was not in it any more and I didn’t want to take money from a club in those circumstances.” 
 

Wishart sums his career up, “I had an 18 year career, the majority of which was played in the highest division in Scotland. I 
played in three Old Firm games and European ties and hundreds of League matches so I was very lucky.  Apart from making 
a Cup Final appearance, I would have loved to get a Scotland cap although at that time, Stewart McKimmie, Maurice Malpas, 
Steve Nicol and Richard Gough were ahead of me in the queue at full-back so I suppose I cannot complain too much about 
that.” 

 

The voluntary work with the Players’ Union led to his current role as the Chief Executive of PFA Scotland and that job and the implications of it are discussed 
in The Co-operative Insurance League Insider Issue 23. 
 



 

 

Grasping the Opportunity 
 

eart of Midlothian and St. Mirren have both been in volved in some exciting ties to reach the Semi-Fina l stage and we hear 
the views of Hearts full-back, Jason Thomson, and S t. Mirren captain, John Potter, as they look forwar d to Tuesday’s 
encounter at Fir Park. 

 
Heart of Midlothian full-back Jason Thomson  is set to take the field on Tuesday for the 
Semi-Final against St. Mirren at Fir Park and the 22-year-old knows that this game really 
matters.  
 
Thomson said, “I played in a Youth Cup Final a few years ago for Hearts when we lost to 
Celtic but I have never been involved in a senior Semi-Final before so this has to be the 
biggest game of my career so far.” 
 
Thomson added, “It's great to be only 90 minutes away from a Cup Final at Hampden but 
we cannot afford to think too much about that yet. This is a big chance for us and we are 
determined to get through.  
 
“2006 was the last time we were in a Final, when we won the Scottish Cup, and we all 
appreciate the opportunity in front of us. It is not often you get the chance to play in a Cup 
Final and it's something that has to be enjoyed.  
 
Thomson has identified where some of the threat from the Paisley men will come from 
commenting, “Billy Mehmet has shown his quality this season and is someone that has to 
be watched carefully. Andy Dorman is another player who has shown he can score goals 
at this level. They are a strong side and we will have to be on top of our game to get 
through.” 

 
Hearts have dangermen in their ranks, with the player who made his Hearts debut almost five years ago against Inverness Caledonian Thistle advising, “I 
would like to think we possess a lot of quality in our team which will make us a dangerous opponent. If Andrew Driver is back fit, he can be a matchwinner for 
us, while our captain Michael Stewart has shown his class this season. Michael is also our top goalscorer and I am sure St. Mirren will be well aware of the 
threat these guys in particular pose.” 
 
Hearts defeated St. Mirren only two weeks ago however, Thomson does not see that result giving his side an advantage saying, “I do not think that is the 
case. The Semi-Final is a one-off match at a neutral ground where anything can happen. It was great to beat them in the League but that will all be forgotten 
about by the time the whistle goes at Fir Park.” 
 
 
St. Mirren captain John Potter  would love to have a winners’ medal from The Co-operative Insurance Cup to match the one his elder brother Brian picked 
up when Raith Rovers won the competition back in season 1994/95.  
 
Potter explained, “Brian was the substitute goalkeeper when Raith beat Celtic on a penalty shoot-out at Ibrox. His moment of glory came in the Semi-Final 
when he came on for Scott Thomson who had been sent off, and saved the deciding penalty in the penalty shoot-out aged just 17.”  
 
Unfortunately, John was not there at McDiarmid Park to see his elder sibling send the 
Kirkcaldy men to the Final however, he was there when they picked up the trophy, although 
he had to hide his delight from everyone sitting around him. 
 
Potter explained, “I was only 15 at the time of the Final and was on the books of Celtic. I 
watched the game in amongst their supporters and I was proud of my big brother helping his 
side to that win and it is something he will always be remembered for.” 
 
The Paisley skipper has always been an outfield player, leaving Celtic for his local side 
Dunfermline Athletic aged 19 where he played for two and a half years before moving to 
Clyde where he established himself as a first team regular. 
 
Potter’s form at Clyde saw him win his move to St. Mirren and he has seen the club develop 
from their Love Street days to their new home of New St. Mirren Park which celebrates being 
one year old on 31st January. 
 
Potter said, “This is my fifth season at Paisley and it has been great. The players settled into the new stadium quite quickly, it was probably easier for us than 
it was for the fans who had decades of history at the old place. We also have our own training base now and St. Mirren is definitely a club that is 
progressing.” 
 
The 30-year-old is looking to cap his time in Renfrewshire with a Cup Final appearance saying, “The Semi-Final is a really big occasion and the prestige in 
winning through to the Final would be fantastic. Hearts are playing well and look to be very strong after a sticky start to the League. They went seven League 
games without defeat recently so we know it will be difficult but if we play like we can we can win.” 
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angers forward, Steven Naismith, and St. Johnstone goalkeeper, Alan Main, have both enjoyed Semi-Final  success in 
this competition in the past and they are looking f orward to Wednesday’s second Semi-Final at Hampden.  Naismith 
scored a hat trick for Kilmarnock three years ago w hen they defeated Falkirk 3-0 at Fir Park whilst Ma in kept goal for St. 
Johnstone when they defeated Hearts 3-0 at Easter R oad back in October 1998. 

 
 
Ranger striker Steven Naismith  looks to have returned to fitness just in time for their tough Co-operative Insurance 
Cup Semi-Final against St. Johnstone, after coming on as a substitute against St. Mirren after nearly six weeks out of 
action. 
 
The Scotland international knows that last season’s beaten finalists are in for a hard shift from Derek McInnes’ men 
but he is delighted to be involved saying, “Playing at Hampden is always a pleasure so hopefully, I will be fit for this 
game. It will be a difficult match for us, they gave us a tough time in Perth earlier this season when Sasa Papac scored 
a late winner so it won't be easy for us at Hampden.” 
 
A trip back to the National Stadium next month would be very welcome for the 23-year-old Irvine born player who 
added, "We have been really successful in cup competitions in recent seasons and we are eager to make up for 
the disappointment of losing last season's Cup Final in extra-time to Celtic. St. Johnstone will give us a hard game 
though, so we will need to work hard to get the victory." 
 
With Tuesday night’s Semi-Final between Heart of Midlothian and St. Mirren taking place at Fir Park, Naismith needed 
no prompting to remember the occasion when he graced a Co-operative Insurance Cup last four showdown at 
Motherwell’s ground. Kilmarnock won through to face Hibernian in the 2007 Final after a 3-0 win in Lanarkshire and 
Naismith netted all three goals. 
 
The Rangers’ player commented, "That was a fantastic night for me at Fir Park and I was delighted to score a late 
penalty for my hat-trick. The whole team played well and it was terrific to score three times against Falkirk." 

 
Naismith is looking to put his injury problems behind him, although thoughts about adding to his tally of Scotland caps have been put to the side for just now 
with the former Rugby Park favourite saying, “I welcome the chance to play for Rangers at any time as I have had a lot of injury problems since I joined the 
club. I am eager to feature in as many games as possible and need to focus on getting in to the Rangers team first but I always enjoy being part of the 
Scotland set up and I hope that continues.” 
  
St. Johnstone goalkeeper Alan Main  knows what it is like to play in the Final of the League Cup, having been between the sticks when the Perth men faced 
Rangers in November, 1998 at Celtic Park losing 2-1 with Jorg Albertz scoring the winner. 
 
The chance of making another Cup Final excites the 42-year-old who said, “It would be a massive thing for the club and it has been eleven and a half years 
since the last one.  I remember the Final against Rangers like it was yesterday – I was the captain of the team that day which made it extra special for me.  
Saints had brought a great crowd through that day and the atmosphere was brilliant.  Days like that mean so much to clubs like St Johnstone and all the 
players enjoyed it.” 
 
Main was asked to name the one player from the 1998 squad that he would like to have in the McDiarmid Park squad for this game and he went for 
Canadian midfielder Nick Dasovic. Main explained his choice, “That is a really difficult question because each player brought something to what was a very 
good and successful squad.  If I had to go for one it, would be Nick but only because he scored the goal in the Final.” 
 
Main has identified the biggest obstacle to his team getting through to the Final and it is bound to please members of the ‘Goalkeepers Union’. He said, “Alan 
McGregor.  He seems to be doing really well for Rangers and by all accounts, has been keeping them in some of their games.  I had not come back to Saints 
when Alan was on loan to us, but I know he made a big impression during his short time here and he has clearly developed further into a top class ’keeper.” 
 
Main has faced competition from a number of goalkeepers for the St. Johnstone jersey during his two stints at the club and he welcomes the challenge 
advising, “Competition for places is essential at any club and the goalkeeping position is particularly important to Saints at the moment not just in the cup but 
in the league too. I want Saints to stay in the SPL and to have good runs in the cup so it is vital we have competition for the ’keeper’s jersey to keep 
performance levels high.” 
 
Former Rangers player Graeme Smith has nudged Main out recently however, he needs to 
keep looking over his shoulder with Main prepared to take any chance that comes his way to 
be starting games saying, “Graeme has done very well since coming in and he gained great 
experience at Rangers, being part of the squad which took part in some high profile games 
and that stands him in good stead. Knowing that he has Euan McLean and I waiting in the 
wings keeps him on his toes all the same.” 
 
Should the game go to a penalty shoot-out, Main will be prepared to either save or pass on 
tips on how to deny the Glasgow side a win, as the shot-stopper has been successful against 
them in the past commenting, “I saved a Marco Negri penalty kick at the North Stand end at 
McDiarmid Park when he hit it to my left but I managed to get across and tip it away. I also 
saved an Ally McCoist penalty at Ibrox when I was at Dundee United.”  
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Action from the Fourth Round 
 
   
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

First Impressions 
 
he four sides contesting the Semi-Final stage of Th e Co-operative Insurance Cup have come through some  very exciting ties 
to be here and they have all impressed the manageme nt of teams they have defeated on the way.  

 
First up was Dunfermline Athletic’s Assistant Manager, Gerry McCabe , who spoke about his side’s 2-1 
defeat at Tynecastle in the Third Round back in September. The Pars led at half-time courtesy of Graham 
Bayne’s strike in the 15th minute and it was not until the final quarter of an hour in the game that the 
Edinburgh side went ahead in the tie.   
 
Gary Glen headed an equaliser (below right) 11 minutes after half-time with Michael Stewart scoring a 
penalty 16 minutes from time to send Hearts through to meet Celtic in the Quarter Finals. 
 
McCabe said, “We played really well that night and got our noses in front but could not keep Hearts out in 
the second half. I still maintain that the penalty kick that they got was a bit soft but Hearts are a strong 
team and you have to be to go to Parkhead and win.” 
 
The Pars assistant was impressed with Stewart saying, “The 
biggest issue at Hearts appears to have been finding a 
striker that can score regularly however, Michael has been 
chipping in with a few goals and that is great for a midfield 
player.” 

 
McCabe is unsure who will triumph at Fir Park saying, “I would imagine Gus MacPherson will 
have his side well charged up for this game but so will Hearts new Manager Jim Jefferies who 
has been involved at this stage of cup competitions on many occasions.  
 
“Hearts are strong and so are St. Mirren so I will just say that I hope that the best team on the 
night wins.” 
 
 

Jim McInally  saw his East Stirlingshire side get off to a high scoring start as they were involved in a 
nine goal thriller with St. Mirren and although his side lost 6-3 at Ochilview, McInally reckons that football 
was the winner back in August. 
 
The ’Shire Head Coach said, “It was the first game of the season for both teams and neither of us had 
played many pre-season friendlies so I was not sure what to expect.  
 
“A quarter of an hour into the game, we were three down and I feared for us a bit and 15 minutes later it 
was 3-3.” 
 
The Paisley side’s Billy Mehmet scored three times within the opening 17 minutes with Stephen Maguire 
and a double form Andy Rodgers levelling the tie with 9 minutes to go to half-time. 
 

McInally continued, “We scored some great goals and had St. Mirren rocking. We were the better side 
after that playing good football but they took the lead again just before the break. In the second half we 
were doing really well again but their fifth goal took the wind out of our sails.” 
 

 
“It was a brilliant game between two teams determined to score as many goals as 
possible. St. Mirren surprised us by playing both Michael Higdon and Billy Mehmet up 
front and having a more direct style and it certainly worked for Billy who scored five 
times.” 
 
Mehmet scored goals four and five for the Saints with substitute Stephen O’Donnell 
completing the scoring with a sixth goal on 73 minutes. 
 
“It was nice to score three goals against an SPL side and I do not think many teams 
have done that to St. Mirren since,” said McInally. 
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Billy Mehmet completes his hat -trick against East 
Stirlingshire in the First  Round  



 

 

 
The first live television coverage from this season’s Co-operative Insurance Cup competition was 
at Queen of the South’s Palmerston Park, where the Gordon Chisholm’s  Doonhamers side 
took on Rangers in a repeat of the 2008 Scottish Cup Final.  In front of a sell out crowd of 6,120 
and a live BBC Scotland audience, Steven Naismith opened the scoring when he swept home a 
Kris Boyd pass after 17 minutes. 

 
The Dumfries men stuck to their task and gave 
Rangers a real fright with David Weatherston going 
close before substitute Nacho Novo scored a second 
(left) with little more than 10 minutes left. Queens still 
refused to accept defeat and Bob Harris fired in a 
goal in stoppage time but it was too little too late. 
 
Chisholm said, “We put on a great show against 
Rangers and I was delighted with the effort put in by 
my players. It was another high profile tie for Queen 
of the South and the exposure from the game has 
been significant.” 
 

“The evening proved again that when you have a chance to score against a top team, you have 
to take it. That is exactly what Rangers did to us and they also showed a ruthless side because 
when we made a mistake in defence, they punished us.” 
 

Twenty four hours before the nine goal thriller between East Stirlingshire and 
St. Mirren, Ochilview witnessed another fine game of football between John 
Coughlin’s  Stenhousemuir and St. Johnstone although this game was not so 
close.  
 
Steven Milne netted first for the Perth club with Kenny Deuchar and Collin Samuel 
marking the start of the new season with doubles as Saints ran out 5-0 winners.   
 
Coughlin said, “Unfortunately, we did not make quite the game of it that East 
Stirling did. We had started the match well but it was a great performance from  
St. Johnstone especially after they scored the first goal.” 
 
Coughlin expanded his thoughts by saying, “Once they had opened the scoring, 
they smelt blood and started passing the ball as well as any team I have seen do 
it. The ball was zipping about like a hockey puck. “ 

 
“My players found that a really hard slog and St. Johnstone left a huge impression on me. Our artificial surface gave us no advantage at all 
and I said then that they would do well this season, so it is no surprise to me that they are in the Semi-Final.” 
 
Perth boss Derek McInnes received praise from Coughlin who said, “Derek has done a great job there and his players were always looking 
to play football that day. I watched the Celtic game last weekend and they looked good then as well until the sending off changed things.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

St. Johnstone’s Steven Milne opens the scoring agai nst Stenhousemuir  Kenny Deuchar scores St. Johnstone’s second at Ochi lview 



 

 

Happy Memories 
 

immy Bone, who played for both Heart of Midlothian and St. Mirren as well as being Manager of the Pais ley club, knows 
exactly what it takes to be a winner in a League Cu p Final.   He played a huge part in one of the bigg est Cup Final upsets in 
this competition as Partick Thistle beat Celtic 4-1  in the famous showdown at Hampden in season 1971/7 2. 

 
Bone said: "That was a great day and, of course, I was fortunate enough 
to score one of our goals (left) in that Cup Final. 
 
"It just shows you that it can be done...the Old Firm can be beaten. And 
that is true of tonight's teams as you can see by the fact Celtic are 
already out of the tournament. 
 
"I was with St. Mirren as Assistant Manager to Alex Smith when we beat 
Dundee United in the Scottish Cup Final so there is a chance for the so 
called smaller teams.  
 
"And I think more so with the League Cup. That's why it is my favourite, 
plus you get to play against the big boys very quickly in the competition." 
 
Bone proudly recalled the Jags' wonder win : "We believed we were 
going to win it that day because our Manager Davie McParland had done 
a great job in preparing us and had us wound up brilliantly for the Cup 
Final.   He told us to play to our strengths. 

 
"We played the ball down the channels for both me and Frank Coulston up front. We had such a good team 
back then and as well as starting with Alan Rough in goal, we had two good full-backs in John Hansen and 
Alex Forsyth who both went on to become internationalists. 
 
"In midfield, there was Ronnie Glavin, Bobby Lawrie and Dennis McQuade plus Alex Rae. It was an 
unbelievable game, not just for winning but for the manner of the victory. 
 
"I have spoken to Kenny Dalglish since then and he told me that Celtic believed they could come back into 
the game and even win it but although they scored once, we could have had more. 
 
"But the mindset of the players was to protect the lead however, we had some chances on the counter 
attack and I believe if we had still kept going for them in the second half, then it could've been an outrageous 
score. 
 
"I have watched highlights of that game a few times but I have never seen the whole game." 
 
Bone added: "The one sad thing about the occasion was that, being Glasgow, we couldn't have an open top 
bus to parade the trophy. It just wasn't allowed. 

 
"We had it at St. Mirren in 1987 (left) and it was fantastic. Something like that 
really does bring home to you what you have achieved. But we missed out 
on that at Partick Thistle and it is my only sadness about the whole 
occasion." 
 
He said of The Co-operative Insurance Cup Semi-Final between Hearts and 
St. Mirren at Fir Park: "It is going to be so close and I reckon it will go all the 
way to extra-time and a penalty shoot-out. 
 
"I was a guest of Hearts for the recent League game between the clubs and 
it was a tight match which Hearts won 1-0 with a Michael Stewart penalty.   
 
“So they have plenty of knowledge of each other and being two well 
organised teams, I cannot see the Semi-Final finishing in 90 minutes." 
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Jimmy Bone playing for Hearts  

Jimmy Bone –  
managing St. Mirren 



 

 

Meanwhile, another former player who has played for both of the clubs competing in the second Co-operative Insurance Cup Semi-Final 
between Rangers and St. Johnstone at Hampden is Alex MacDonald . He had a distinguished career with St. Johnstone, Rangers and Heart 
of Midlothian and knows exactly what it takes to be a winner in the League Cup, being part of the Rangers’ teams that won four League Cup 
Finals during the seventies.  
 

The former midfielder even headed the winner in an Old Firm showdown with Celtic in season 
1975/76 as the Light Blues surged to the ‘Treble’. 
 
However, he kicked off his senior career with St. Johnstone after being signed by the former Scotland 
Manager Bobby Brown and is delighted to see two of his former clubs battling it out at Hampden at the 
Semi-Final stage. 
 
MacDonald joined Rangers in 1968 for £50,000 and amassed an impressive haul of trophies during 
his 12 years at Ibrox including two ‘Trebles’ in seasons 1975/76 and 1977/78.  As well as enjoying 
League Cup success, he won three League Championship medals and four Scottish Cup winners’ 
medals and, he reckons Rangers are red hot favourites to lift the silverware once more. 
 
MacDonald still works at the club in their corporate hospitality suites and has kept a close eye on the 
team's progress this season. 
 
He said: "I think Rangers will do well again and I fancy them to beat St. Johnstone on Wednesday 
night. 
 
"Obviously, they miss their big striker Kris Boyd but they have enough players who certainly have a 
good work rate and put in a real shift for the 90 minutes. 
 
“ Rangers are on a good run but at the end of the day, it is all about the 90 minutes.  

 
"The first goal can be important but if you score early against Rangers, it can sometimes be too early because they have this mentality to 
keep going and going to get that equaliser then the winner. 
 
"I have not seen a lot of St. Johnstone this season but obviously, they have done very well to get this far in the tournament especially in their 
first season back in the SPL. 
 
"Now, though, it is all about getting the result and the Semi-Final stage is the worst time to lose. It is a case of so close, yet so far and that 
old saying still holds true that nobody remembers the teams who lose in the Semi-Finals. 
 
"And for that reason, they are not always the best of games. The nerves can play a big part because you realise that you are just one step 
away from the Cup Final and for a lot of teams, just the fact they can get there is something." 
 
MacDonald recalled his playing days and added: "When you get to a Cup Final, you want to win it and you get that sense of wanting to win 
all the time when you are with Rangers. 
 
"I won four League Cup Finals starting with the Cup Final in season 1970/71 when a 16-
year-old Derek Johnstone scored the only goal with a header as we beat Celtic 1-0.  
 
"And, of course, I headed the only goal in the 1975/76 Cup Final (right) against Celtic at 
Hampden when the game had an early kick-off back then.  I remember Quinton Young 
having a hand in the goal with a really good cross for me." 
 
MacDonald tipped the Light Blues to go all the way and added: "They have enough 
good players to put in the work rate and total commitment you need in the 90 minutes.  

 
“Plus they have the mentality that both halves of Old 
Firm possess to go out and try to win every game. 
 
"And if you don't show that commitment, then the fans soon see that and let you know. They can quickly 
see who is trying and who is not. 
 
"Steven Davis is going to be a key player and wee Nacho Novo puts in a hard shift for the club. Kenny 
Miller is another who has a great work rate although he may be struggling to play because of injury. 
 
"Davis is a player that I like a lot and he makes Rangers tick if he is on the ball and can certainly make the 
game change. However, they are all capable of changing the game now as you can see by Steven 
Whittaker who is more than capable of scoring. 
 
“However, St. Johnstone have done well this season following promotion last season and have a number 
of experienced players in their team. 
 

"Once again, I have to say nerves will play their part and even more so for St. Johnstone because 
Rangers have been there before and have those big nights in Europe for experience and that is another 
reason why I am going for Rangers." 

 
 

MacDonald (No.6) celebrates 
Rangers winning goal in the 
1978/79 League Cup Final against 
Aberdeen. 
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The Scottish League Cup was inaugurated in season 1946/47. The original 
format of the competition was a number of "mini-leagues", with the winners 
going through to a knock-out stage (much like the current format of the 
European Champions League). In recent seasons it has been played as a 
straight knock-out tournament. 
 
1946/47 Rangers -v- Aberdeen             4-0 
1947/48 East Fife -v- Falkirk      (after 1-1 draw)  4-1 
1948/49 Rangers -v- Raith Rovers          2-0 
1949/50 East Fife -v- Dunfermline Athletic        3-0 
1950/51 Motherwell -v- Hibernian          3-0 
1951/52 Dundee -v- Rangers           3-2 
1952/53 Dundee -v- Kilmarnock           2-0 
1953/54 East Fife -v- Partick Thistle          3-2 
1954/55 Heart of Midlothian -v- Motherwell        4-2 
1955/56 Aberdeen -v- St. Mirren          2-1 
1956/57 Celtic -v- Partick Thistle     (after 0-0 draw)  3-0 
1957/58 Celtic -v- Rangers            7-1 
1958/59 Heart of Midlothian -v- Partick Thistle       5-1 
1959/60 Heart of Midlothian -v- Third Lanark       2-1 
1960/61 Rangers -v- Kilmarnock          2-0 
1961/62 Rangers -v- Heart of Midlothian   (after 1-1 draw)  3-1 
1962/63 Heart of Midlothian -v- Kilmarnock        1-0 
1963/64 Rangers -v- Morton           5-0 
1964/65 Rangers -v- Celtic            2-1 
1965/66 Celtic –v Rangers            2-1 
1966/67 Celtic -v- Rangers            1-0 
1967/68 Celtic -v- Dundee            5-3 
1968/69 Celtic -v- Hibernian            6-2 
1969/70 Celtic -v- St. Johnstone          1-0 
1970/71 Rangers -v- Celtic            1-0 
1971/72 Partick Thistle -v- Celtic          4-1 
1972/73 Hibernian -v- Celtic            2-1 
1973/74 Dundee -v- Celtic            1-0 
1974/75 Celtic -v- Hibernian            6-3 
1975/76 Rangers -v- Celtic            1-0 
1976/77 Aberdeen -v- Celtic           2-1 
1977/78 Rangers -v- Celtic            2-1 
1978/79 Rangers -v- Aberdeen           2-1 
1979/80 Dundee United -v- Aberdeen    (after 0-0 draw)  3-0 
1980/81 Dundee United -v- Dundee          3-0 
1981/82 Rangers -v- Dundee United         2-1 
1982/83 Celtic -v- Rangers            2-1 
1983/84 Rangers -v- Celtic     (2-2 after 90 mins) (AET) 3-2 
1984/85 Rangers -v- Dundee United         1-0 
1985/86 Aberdeen -v- Hibernian          3-0 
1986/87 Rangers -v- Celtic            2-1 
1987/88 Rangers -v- Aberdeen    (3-3 after 90 mins) (AET) 3-3 

(Rangers won 5-3 on Kicks from the Penalty Mark) 
1988/89 Rangers -v- Aberdeen           3-2 
1989/90 Aberdeen -v- Rangers    (1-1 after 90 mins) (AET) 2-1 
1990/91 Rangers -v- Celtic     (1-1 after 90 mins) (AET) 2-1 
1991/92 Hibernian -v- Dunfermline Athletic        2-0 
1992/93 Rangers -v- Aberdeen    (1-1 after 90 mins) (AET) 2-1 
1993/94 Hibernian -v- Rangers           1-2 
1994/95 Raith Rovers -v- Celtic    (2-2 after 90 mins) (AET) 2-2 

 (Raith Rovers won 6-5 on Kicks from the Penalty Mark) 
1995/96 Aberdeen -v- Dundee           2-0 
1996/97 Rangers -v- Heart of Midlothian        4-3 
1997/98 Celtic -v- Dundee United          3-0 
1998/99 Rangers -v- St. Johnstone          2-1 
1999/2000 Aberdeen -v- Celtic           0-2 
2000/01 Celtic -v- Kilmarnock           3-0 
 2001/02 Rangers -v- Ayr United           4-0 
2002/03 Celtic -v- Rangers            1-2 
2003/04 Hibernian -v- Livingston          0-2 
2004/05 Rangers -v- Motherwell          5-1 
2005/06 Celtic -v- Dunfermline Athletic         3-0 
2006/07 Kilmarnock -v- Hibernian          1-5 
2007/08 Dundee United -v- Rangers  (1-1 after 90 mins) (AET) 2-2 

(Rangers won 3-2 on Kicks from the Penalty Mark) 
2008/09 Celtic –v- Rangers     (0-0 after 90 mins) (AET) 2-0 

 

 
 

Total number of goals scored in Finals 
Years Matches played Goals scored Goals/match 

1947-1956 11 38 3.45 
1957-1967 12 40 3.33 
1967-1976 10 38 3.80 
1977-1986 11 30 2.73 
1987-1996 10 34 3.40 
1997-2006 10 36 3.60 
2007-Present 3 12 4 
TOTAL 67 228 3.4 
 
 

Most Cup Final victories 
Rangers                                       25 Dundee                                           3 
Celtic                                            14 East Fife                                          3 
Aberdeen                                       5 Hibernian                                         3 
Heart of Mid                                    4  
 

Most Cup Final appearances 
Rangers                                       32 Hibernian                                         9 
Celtic                                            27 Dundee                                           6 
Aberdeen                                     12 Hearts                                             6 
 

Most Cup Final defeats 
Celtic                                             13 Rangers                                          7 
Aberdeen                                        7 Hibernian                                         6 

 
Most Cup Final appearances without ever winning the  Cup 

Kilmarnock                                      5 Dunfermline                                     3 
 

Most consecutive Cup Final appearances 
Celtic                           14 (1965-78) Rangers                          5 (1987-91) 
 
 

Exact Results in Finals 
 
How many times each result has occurred in Scottish League Cup Finals. 
Includes scores after extra time and replays, but not goals scored in penalty 
shoot-outs. 
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0-0.............…..3 5-0...................1 5-1...................3 6-2...................1 
1-0...................7 1-1...................1 7-1...................1 3-3...................1 
2-0...................8 2-1.................17 2-2...................2 4-3...................1 
3-0...................9 3-1...................1 3-2...................4 5-3...................1 
4-0...................2 4-1...................2 4-2...................1 6-3...................1 
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FIRST ROUND 
SATURDAY 1st AUGUST 2009 

 
Brechin City 4 Elgin City   0 
McAllister (2),  
Byers, 
McKenna 
 
Queen’s Park 1 Q.O.S   4 
Douglas Burns,  

Wilson (2),  
Quinn 

 
Inverness CT 4 Annan Athletic  0 
Eagle, Rooney,  
Sanchez, Imrie 
 
Stenhousemuir 0  St. Johnstone 5 
     Deuchar (2),  

Milne, Samuel (2) 
 
Ross County 5 Montrose  0 
Morrison, Craig, 
Gardyne (2), Stewart 
 
 
Partick Thistle 5 Berwick Rangers1 
Hodge, Erskine (2), 
Buchanan (2) 
 
 
East Fife  2 Raith Rovers 3 
Linn, Muir   Walker, Tade, 
     Williamson 
 
Dundee   5 Stranraer  0 
Higgins, Harkins, 
McMenamin (2),  
Griffiths 
 
Stirling Albion 1 Ayr United  2 

(AET) (1-1 After 90 Minutes) 
Devine    Easton, Aitken 
 
Airdrie United 0 Alloa Athletic 0 
(AET) Alloa Athletic won 4-3 on Kicks 
from the Penalty Mark 
 
Cowdenbeath 1 Morton   3 
McQuade   Macfarlane,  

Weatherson (2) 
 
Peterhead  0 Arbroath  3 

Raeside, Bishop, 
Sellars 

 
Albion Rovers 3 Livingston  0 
Walker, Barr, 
McCusker 
 
Clyde   1 Forfar Athletic 3 
Tod (og)   M. Fotheringham, 
     Campbell,  

Deasley 
 
Dumbarton  0 Dunfermline Ath.5 

Bell, Graham,  
Burke, Kirk (2) 

 
SUNDAY 2nd AUGUST 2009 

 
East Stirlingshire 3 St. Mirren 6 
Maguire,     Mehmet (5), 
Rodgers (2)    O’Donnell 

SECOND ROUND 
TUESDAY 25th AUGUST 2009  

 
Inverness CT 4 Albion Rovers 0 
Bulvitis, Munro,  
Eagle, Rooney 
 
 
Forfar Athletic 2 Dundee    4 
Campbell,    �	��
	�����
������  ,  
Tulloch    Griffiths,  

Tod (og) 
 

Partick Thistle 1 Q.O.S   2 
Donnelly   Weatherston (2) 
 
 
Alloa Athletic 0 Dundee United 2 
     Shala,  

Goodwillie 
 
 
Ross County 2 Hamilton Ac. 1 
Di Giacomo,   Mensing 
Brittain 
 
 
Kilmarnock  3 Morton   1 
Sammon (2),   McGuffie 
Kyle 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 26th AUGUST 2009  
 
Dunfermline Ath.3  Raith Rovers 1 
Kirk (2),    Williamson 
Campbell (og)     
 
 
Arbroath  0 St. Johnstone 6 
     Morais,  

Deuchar (2), 
     Milne (2),  

Samuel 
 
Hibernian  3 Brechin City 0 
Hanlon,  
Riordan (2) 
 
 
Ayr United  0 St. Mirren  2 
     Mehmet,  

Higdon 
 
 

THIRD ROUND 
TUESDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2009  

 
Motherwell  3 Inverness CT 2 

(AET) (1-1 After 90 Minutes) 
McHugh, Forbes, Munro,  
Bulvitis (o.g) Barrowman 
 
 
Dundee   3 Aberdeen  2 

(AET) (2-2 After 90 Minutes) 
Malone, Forsyth,  M. Paton (2)  
Griffiths  
 
 
Hibernian  1   St. Johnstone 3 
Stokes    Morris, Swankie, 
     Millar 
 

Kilmarnock  1 St. Mirren  2 
Kyle    McGinn, Dorman 
 
 
Ross County 0 Dundee Utd  2 
     Wilkie, Russell 
 

WED 23rd SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

Falkirk   0 Celtic   4 
     McDonald (2),  

McCourt, Killen 
 

Q.O.S   1 Rangers  2 
Harris    Naismith, Novo 
 
 
Hearts  2 Dunfermline Ath. 1 
Stewart,   Bayne 
Glen  
 

FOURTH ROUND 
TUESDAY 27th OCTOBER, 2009 

 
Dundee  1 Rangers  3 
Griffiths    Whittaker, Fleck 
     MacKenzie (og) 
 
Dundee: Bullock, Paton, Malone, 
Forsyth, MacKenzie, Lauchlan, 
McHale, Kerr, (Hart), Griffiths, 
(McMenamin), Higgins, (Clarke), 
Harkins 
Subs not used: Casement, Soutar 
 
Rangers: Alexander, Beasley, 
(Naismith), Whittaker, McMillan, 
Papac, Wilson, Smith, Thomson, 
Lafferty, Novo, Fleck 
Subs not used: Davis, Boyd, Miller, 
McGregor 
Referee:  Douglas McDonald 
Attendance:  10,697 
 
St. Johnstone 2 Dundee Utd 1 
Anderson   Buaben 
Dods (og) 
 
St. Johnstone: Smith, Mackay, 
Grainger, Rutkiewicz, (Anderson), 
Gartland, Millar, Davidson, Craig, 
Sheerin, (Morais), Johansson, 
(Moon), Deuchar  
Subs not used: MacDonald, Main 
 
Dundee United:  Banks, Dillon, 
Webster, (Dods), Kenneth, Kovacevic, 
Buaben, Gomis, Swanson, (Conway), 
Fotheringham, (Casalinuovo), 
Cadamarteri, Goodwillie 
Subs not used: Cameron, Weaver 
Referee: Steve Conroy 
Attendance:  5,146 
 
St. Mirren  3 Motherwell  0 
Higdon, Ross 
Craigan (og) 
 
St. Mirren:  Gallacher, Ross, Barron, 
McGinn, Mair, Potter, Murray, 
Dorman, Mehmet, Johnston, 
(O’Donnell), Higdon, (Brady) 
Subs not used: Innes, Ramsay, 
Howard 
 

Motherwell:  Ruddy, Moutaouakil, 
(Humphrey), Saunders, Reynolds, 
Craigan, Coke, O’Brien, (Forbes), 
Hutchinson, Jutkiewicz, Murphy, 
(McHugh), Hateley 
Subs not used: Jennings, Kosiorowski 
Referee:  William Collum 
Attendance:  4,325 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 28th OCTOBER 2009 
 
Celtic   0 Hearts   1 
     Stewart 
 
Celtic:  Zaluska, Hinkel, McManus, 
Caldwell, N’Guemo, Fox, Maloney, 
(McCourt), Crosas, Zhi, (McDonald), 
Killen, (Samaras), McGeady 
Subs not used: Wilson, Cervi 
 
Heart of Midlothian:  Balogh, 
Wallace, Goncalves, Palazuelos, 
Black, (Jonsson), Driver, Obua, Nade, 
(Wittenveen), Bouzid, Stewart, 
Thomson 
Subs not used: Kucharski, Glen, Kello 
Referee:  Craig Thomson 
Attendance:  19,610 
 
 
 
 

Goals Analysis 
 

Round Goals Ties Avg 

First 70 16 4.4 

Second 37 10 3.7 

Third 29 8 3.6 

Fourth 11 4 2.8 

 
 
 
 
 

Leading Scorers 
 

Player Club 

G
oals 

B. Mehmet St. Mirren 6 

A. Kirk 
Dunfermline 
Athletic 

4 

K. Deuchar St. Johnstone 4 

L. Griffiths Dundee 3 

C. Samuel St. Johnstone 3 

S. Milne St. Johnstone 2 

A. Rooney Inverness CT 2 

A. Rodgers 
East 
Stirlingshire 

2 

B. Wilson Q.O.S 2 

C. Erskine 
Partick 
Thistle 

2 

C. Sammon Q.O.S 2 

 
 



 

 
 


