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THIRD ROUND
DRAW 2009-2010

Tuesday 22nd September 2009
Motherwell v Inverness Cal. Thistle
Dundee v Aberdeen
Hibernian v St. Johnstone
Kilmarnock v St. Mirren
Ross County v Dundee United
Falkirk v Celtic
Queen of the South v Rangers
(Live T BBC)

Heart of Midlothian v Dunfermline Ath.
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2009 - 2010
DATES FOR TIES
Third Round

Tuesday 22nd or Wednesday 23rd
September, 2009

Fourth Round
Tuesday 27th or Wednesday 28th
October, 2009

Semi-Finals
Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd
February, 2010

Final
Sunday 21st March, 2010

Third Round: Tuesday 22nd & Wednesday 23rd September 2009

Eight Terrific Ties

Scottish Football League President Brown McMaster was as excited about the Draw for the Third Round
of The Co-operative Insurance Cup at the weekend as when it was made, three weeks ago. He said, “I
believe that we have eight terrific ties in this round. This round is again seeded and was guaranteed to
throw up a number of exciting clashes between sides from the SFL and SPL. That is what it has done as
well as a number of exciting all exclusive SPL games.”

McMaster said, “Rangers have not visited
Palmerston Park for a long time and memories
of their Scottish Cup Final meeting last year at
Hampden are very fresh, so that sets up that
game very nicely. A Tuesday night trip to
Dingwall against a vibrant Ross County side
would not have been Dundee United’s first
choice for this round and | am sure Aberdeen
will be thinking the same about their trip to
Dundee.”

“Dunfermline will take their attacking opening
style of game to Tynecastle and be looking to
do what Airdrie United achieved last season
when they knocked Hearts out.”

There is an added level of intrigue in the final inter-divisional Co-operative Insurance Cup clash with McMaster
advising, “The Motherwell and Inverness Caledonian Thistle match will see Terry Butcher returning to his old club
for the first time on Cup duty and he will be extra keen for his new side to progress.”

The SFL President continued, “The remaining ties look set to be exciting affairs and | am sure Falkirk will be
pleased to be facing Celtic at home, newly promoted St. Johnstone out to cause a shock at Easter Road against
Hibernian and Kilmarnock’s reward for knocking out Morton is a match against their neighbours St. Mirren, who
ironically knocked out Kilmarnock’s local rivals Ayr United.”
w ‘ McMaster summed things up by saying, “There are great Co-operative Insurance
\ @ Cup games in store and we are delighted that one of them has been chosen by BBC
Scotland for showing live on TV. Queen of the South will be backed by a big crowd,
and after running Rangers close in the Scottish Cup Final last year, they will be going
all out to go one better this time around.”

Aileen Walters, Sponsorship Manager for The Co-operative Financial Services said,
“The ten ties in the Second Round of The Co-operative Insurance Cup were full of
action and built on the excitement created when the First Round was played in early
August. The six SPL teams that qualified for European football through their
performances last season are now entering the competition, and we are delighted to
welcome them and the increased exposure that live national TV coverage brings to
the competition.”

“I recently spent time at Queen of the South and know first hand how much the whole
club is looking forward to the visit of Rangers. As well as Queen of the South, four other Scottish Football League
sides have the opportunity to show what they can do against higher League opposition. It should be a great
couple of nights of football and may the best teams win.”

FOURTH ROUND DRAW

Please note that the Fourth Round Draw will take place at Hampden Park this coming

th

Thursday, 25 September at 2:30pm.

Full details of the Draw will be posted on The
www.scottishfootballleague.com immediately after the Draw.
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Ross County - Team of the Round

Ross County’s Second Round 2-1 win over SPL
Hamilton Academical at their own Victoria Park Ground
on 25™ August quite correctly earned the Dingwall side
the honour of being awarded The Co-operative
Insurance Cup ‘Team of the Round’.

Derek Adams’ side were the pick of the winners from the ten
ties played and won through thanks to a first half goal from
Paul Di Giacomo and a second half strike from Richard
Brittain with Hamilton’s late counter from Simon Mensing
only securing some consolation for Billy Reid’s side.

Adams, the youngest manager in The Scottish Football
League at the age of 34, said, “It was a great match for us
and one that we played very well in. It restarted the good run
after a blip against Raith Rovers in the League three days
before and to beat an SPL side is a tremendous
achievement. We were on top form on that night and
deserved to win and it has to be the highlight of our season
so far.”

Asked if he had been worried about Hamilton forcing
themselves back onto level terms after Mensing’s goal,
Adams said, “Thankfully, they scored with the last kick of the
game so there was no time to worry about that.”

Adams, who spent the majority of his career playing in the SPL for Motherwell, was invited to give his thoughts on the difference between the two Leagues
and commented, “There is a gap off the field in a financial sense, which is wider than the gap between the teams on the pitch. Clubs in the First Division do
have an advantage of sorts in that every game they play in is extremely competitive. There are a high number of good teams in the First Division, who could
all claim to be favourites for promotion, and that just shows you the nature of the contests that you have to play in every week in the League.”

“All the First Division sides will have taken heart from how well Hamilton have done since they were promoted over a year ago and will be keeping a close
eye on how St. Johnstone fare this season. The Co-operative Insurance Cup is great as it gives First Division teams a chance to progress in a one-off
situation, however your form over the thirty six League games will determine how good a side you really are.”

The Co-operative Insurance Cup win is all the more commendable when you consider that there was a substantial turnaround in Adams’ squad this summer,
with the players moving out including goalkeeper Derek Soutar, defenders Mark McCulloch, Andy Dowie and Stuart Golabek, midfielder Ritchie Hart and the
trio of attackers Dyron Daal, Sean Higgins and John Stewart.

Moving in to Dingwall was Michael McGovern for ‘between the
sticks’ duty, defender Gary Miller, the industrious Stuart
Kettlewell in midfield and the new attacking trio of Garry Wood,
lan Vigurs and Paul di Giacomo.

These moves have given the Ross County team a very youthful
look with the oldest players in the team now aged just 27
although Dundee United should not be taken in by the youthful
features of their opponents in the Third Round with Adams
saying, “We might have a young squad but we have a lot of
players with experience of playing in the First Division and the
SPL. The players have gelled very quickly and the goals from
Paul di Giacomo have certainly helped especially when you
consider he played a couple of games when he was not fully fit.
All the new signings and the existing players have contributed
positively this season and long may that continue.”

Facing the beaten finalists in this competition from season
2007/08 does not worry Adams f

Raymond Howat, CFS Financial Adviser (Left) and Bill Pollock, CFS Area Manager (Right)
with the Ross County players and management.
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