
 

IRN BRU SFL  -  League Tables   
 

IRN BRU First Division Pld Pts 
Dundee 21 43 
Queen of the South 18 32 
Partick Thistle 20 32 
Ross County 18 32 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle 19 28 
Dunfermline Athletic 19 26 
Raith Rovers 18 26 
Morton 19 15 
Ayr United 17 12 
Airdrie United 19 11 

 
IRN BRU Second Division Pld Pts 
Cowdenbeath 18 35 
Stirling Albion 17 32 
Alloa Athletic 17 28 
Brechin City 17 26 
Dumbarton 17 22 
Stenhousemuir 18 21 
East Fife 18 21 
Peterhead 17 21 
Arbroath 18 17 
Clyde 17 15 

 
IRN BRU Third Division Pld Pts 

Livingston 16 34 
East Stirlingshire 16 32 
Berwick Rangers 17 30 
Forfar Athletic 16 26 
Albion Rovers 16 23 
Queen's Park 18 22 
Annan Athletic 16 20 
Stranraer 17 19 
Elgin City 16 15 
Montrose 18 6 

 
 

IRN BRU SFL - Weekend Fixtures 
IRN-BRU SFL First Division 

Airdrie United v. Inverness CT 
Partick Thistle v. Dunfermline Athletic 
Queen of the South v. Dundee 
Raith Rovers v. Morton 
Ross County v. Ayr United 
 

IRN-BRU SFL Second Division 
Arbroath v. Peterhead 
Clyde v. Brechin City 
Dumbarton v. Cowdenbeath 
Stenhousemuir v. Alloa Athletic 
Stirling Albion v. East Fife 
 

IRN-BRU SFL Third Division 
Albion Rovers v. Forfar Athletic 
Elgin City v. Berwick Rangers 
Montrose v. East Stirlingshire 
Queen's Park v. Annan Athletic 
Stranraer v. Livingston 
 
 

Scottish Football League Contacts 
 
The Scottish Football League,  
Hampden Park, Glasgow, G42 9EB 
E: info@scottishfootballleague.com 
T: 0141 620 4160 
www.scottishfootballleague.com 

 

Back with a Bang  
 

he IRN-BRU Scottish Football League Championship lo oks set to roar back with a 
full complement of fifteen games this weekend after  an enforced break of nearly six 
weeks. The SFL certainly returns with a bang with c racking games up and down the 
country with the First Division seeing second place d Queen of the South hosting 
leaders Dundee at Palmerston Park, Second Division leaders Cowdenbeath visiting 
Dumbarton and Play-Off hopefuls Albion Rovers and F orfar Athletic meeting in the 
Third Division. 

 
Gordon Chisholm’s Doonhamers sit eleven points behind Jocky 
Scott’s men with three games in hand and a repeat of their 2-0 
success in September would not only be welcomed in Dumfries but 
also Dingwall and Maryhill in Glasgow. Chisholm (right) has added 
former Hamilton Academical striker Leon Knight to his squad and he 
comments: “Leon gives us something that the other strikers do not 
have and that may prove vital against Dundee.” 

 
The second League match of the season 
between the sides finished goalless at Dens 
Park in a game where creativity was at a 
premium and Chisholm is hoping that his men 
go one better this time out saying, “We know 
that we can compete very effectively with 
Dundee so we will approach this game with 
confidence, although it is not ideal preparation 
having not played since Boxing Day.” 
 
Dundee have managed two League games and one Active Nation Scotland 
Cup tie since 26th December and they have all been tight affairs. The Dark 
Blues lost 1-0 to Airdrie United before beating Dunfermline Athletic 3-2 in the 
League with a Gary Harkins goal seeing off Livingston in the cup on 
Wednesday evening. 
 
Boss Jocky Scott (left) said, “I would settle for the same result we had against 
Dunfermline as that was a big, big result for us in terms of the League.” 
 

Dumbarton captain Michael Dunlop has been impressed with opponents Cowdenbeath this season 
saying, “They have been fantastic especially when you consider they were preparing for life in a 
different division. It is certainly hats off to them for what they have done, as the League table does 
not lie and they are where they are on merit.  
 
“They beat us comfortably before we got into our stride this season but there was not much between 
the sides in the other League game or when we met last season but hopefully, we can win this time.” 
 
Cowdenbeath’s two goal hero from last weekend, striker Gareth Wardlaw, is hoping that the 
conditions at Dumbarton are slightly less breezy than on a previous visit saying, “It is always a tough 
game at Dumbarton and this one will be no different as they will be looking to get into a Play-Off 
position. 
 
“One of the times I played there, everyone ended standing on the 18 yard line as that is about as far 
as the wind would allow the goalkeeper to kick it and I am hoping it is not like that this time out.” 
 
Albion Rovers and Forfar Athletic both lost out in the Active Nation 
Scottish Cup this week with the Coatbridge side defeated 3-1 in a 
replay by Stirling Albion and Forfar losing 3-0 to SPL St. Johnstone at 
Station Park. Rovers’ boss Paul Martin (right) may resist the 
opportunity to change his side after games on Monday and 
Wednesday night saying, “The players were fantastic in both games 
and played some great football so I do not see the need for changes 
unless someone reports injured before the game.” 
 
The sides have drawn the two games between them this season and Manager Dick Campbell is 
looking for his side to bounce back from their defeat at the hands of the Perth men saying, “The odds 
were stacked against us having not played for weeks and then taking on a club in the SPL but that is 
done and dusted now. Albion Rovers have done well this season and our aim has to be to extend the 
gap between us and them to more than three points in this game.” 
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A Full Time Experience  
 

ot many outfield football players sign their first full time contract at the age of 35 and even less s core a Scottish Cup Final goal days after 
turning 37 and even fewer have clubs chasing them t o get their boots dirty again at the age of 38 but then again, not many players are 
Queen of the South’s Jim Thomson. 

 
The big defender started his career in 1991 with Clyde, tasting success with the Bully Wee before moving to 
Stenhousemuir, Dumfries and Arbroath before returning to the town he now calls home when he moved back to 
Palmerston Park ten years ago. 
 
Ahead of his side’s crunch match with Dundee on Saturday, Thomson took time out to talk to The Co-operative 
Insurance League Insider about his career. He said, “I started playing professionally at Clyde in 1991 and joined 
them from Campsie Black Watch. I went for trials with a few clubs including Clydebank with the Steedman 
brothers and Stirling Albion when John Brogan was their Manager. I settled on Clyde and the late John Cushley 
and John Clark signed me however, they left after my first season and Alex Smith came in.” 
 
The following year saw Thomson pick up the first medal of his career as Clyde won the Second Division 
Championship, ironically clinching their triumph at Palmerston. They were crowned the following week at their 
temporary home of Hamilton Academical’s old Douglas Park in front of a BBC Sportscene camera crew, 
although their performance in front of the cameras was to end in defeat with opponents Brechin City gaining 
promotion to make it a double celebration for commentator Jock Brown to talk about. 
 
Thomson said, “I enjoyed that initial spell in my career playing with the likes of Frank McGarvey and Stevie 
Morrison, who of course, I linked up with later in life at Queen of the South.” 
 
The Bully Wee turned full-time for the First Division leaving only Keith Knox and Thomson as part-timers training two nights a week however, it was not 
enough as they were relegated after a year in the First Division.  
 
Thomson said, “Alex Smith transformed the club into a full-time outfit and of course, we also moved to Broadwood in 1994. I was from Kilsyth so it was not 
too far to travel to Cumbernauld but I would love to meet the person who designed a stadium at the coldest place possible!” 
 
The big defender stayed at Clyde until 1996 enjoying a season playing alongside Charlie Nicholas as the former Celtic, Arsenal and Aberdeen star wound 
down his career with Thomson saying, “I was part of the team that played against Rangers in the Scottish Cup, with Paul Gascoigne and Brian Laudrup, 
live on Sky Sports and we were winning with 35 minutes left when Charlie set up Ian Angus for a goal. Unfortunately, that made them angry and they 
scored four but we did give them a fright.” 
 
Thomson, who combined his football career with servicing breathing apparatus for fire-fighters and by providing training for working in confined spaces, 
decided to move to Stenhousemuir in 1996 to join Terry Christie saying, “It was time to move on from Clyde, I had been there long enough and the part-
time and full-time split was no longer working for me.” 
 
The move to Ochilview was brief with Thomson commenting, “I hardly played for Stenhousemuir, tearing a thigh muscle after two games and then coming 
back from injury and doing the same thing. I only managed about a dozen games for Terry and then Graeme Armstrong before being given the chance to 
join Queen of the South in January, 1997.” 
 
That move by Co-Managers Rowan Alexander and Mark Shanks started a love affair with the club that remains to this day with Thomson saying, “In 
November, 1997, we reached the Challenge Cup Final which was the club’s first in nearly 80 years of history. It was called ‘The Doonhamers Day Out’ and 
despite losing1-0 to Falkirk, it was a great achievement. Andy Aitken was beside me that day and he was still there when we played Rangers in the 
Scottish Cup Final in 2008. Young guys like Jamie McAllister and David Lilley were coming through and of course, Jamie went on to play for Scotland and 
David is back with us after a long spell in the SPL.” 
 
Despite Thomson’s growing love of playing at Palmerston, he was forced to leave the club in 1999 as cut backs forced him to look elsewhere to keep on 
playing. Arbroath’s Gayfield Park was his next home with Thomson saying, “I never really wanted to leave Queens but I have to say that Arbroath were a 
great wee club to me. They joke still that I cost them a fortune as they had to hire a boat to get the balls back that I cleared out into the North Sea!  
 
“Dave Baikie took me there and then John Brownlie, who was Alex Smith’s assistant at Clyde, took over.” 
 

The Red Lichties won promotion to the First Division at the end of Thomson’s second season there in May, 2001 
finishing behind Partick Thistle in the table.  However, the then 30-year-old decided to return south to Queen of the 
South who were remaining in the Second Division. 
 
A year later Thomson was joining his former Arbroath colleagues in the First Division as Queens won the Second 
Division and in November, 2002, he was captain as the Challenge Cup was won at Broadwood (below & left) as Brechin 
City were defeated 2-0. He beams, “That was two trophies in six months and justified going back to Queen of the South. 
People always say to never go back as it would not work but it certainly did for me.” 
 
John Connolly was the Manager who recruited Thomson and he receives 
praise along with his successors Ian Scott and Ian McCall for keeping a 
then part-time club in the top division of the SFL. Thomson said, “They all 
did a great job in keeping Queens in the First Division as that is a really 
difficult thing to do. Even now, I would not reckon that a part-time side 
would survive for as long as we did.” 
 
Now the Partick Thistle boss, McCall gets a special mention from 
Thomson who said, “I have a lot to thank Ian for, we had struggled for two 
seasons against relegation and he started to change the thinking in 
Dumfries about going full-time.” 
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The decision to turn the club into a full-time operation came in 2007 and Thomson was offered the chance to be a full-time player for the first time, aged 35, 
and it was a big decision to make as he had branched out into business on his own by this time. 
 
Thomson said, “I had my own company which was great but there was an awful lot of travelling involved. It was a gamble to give it up but I am glad I did.” 
 
Thomson had settled in Dumfries in 2000 and there was great irony that seven years later when he became a full-time footballer, training moved to 
Glasgow. He commented, “The playing side of the club basically moved Monday to Friday to Glasgow Green and I would travel up in a car with Neil 
Macfarlane, Andy Aitken and Sean O’Connor.” 
 
Gordon Chisholm was Manager by this stage although he was a familiar face with Thomson saying, “Gordon was the Assistant Manager to Ian and his 
training was always first class. Ian McCall was a supreme motivator and now Kenny Brannigan does that and he is a good guy as well.” 
 
The first year as a full-time professional may have come late in his career for Thomson however, it was memorable especially for the boyhood Aberdeen 
fan who came across his heroes at Hampden in a Scottish Cup Semi-Final in April, 2008. 
 
Thomson explains, “I had played against Aberdeen before in a game at Palmerston that finished goalless but we should have won. We were underdogs at 
Hampden and probably surprised ourselves in winning 4-3 but there was a spirit and tenacity in our team. No-one chucked it even when they came back a 
third time. We hadn’t conceded a goal in the Scottish Cup that season and that record went but we just knew we would score again and that is how it 
turned out.” 
 
The Scottish Cup Final on 24th May, 2008 came just nine days after Thomson turned 37 and the sides went into the game with differing problems 
according to Thomson who explained, “Everyone talks about Rangers having too many games in the build up but we had too few – there was a four week 
gap between our last League game and the Cup Final. Rangers were two up at half-time and deserved to be as we had simply not turned up and despite 
playing a couple of friendly games, we were not sharp enough.” 
 
Chisholm regrouped his players and told them it was vital to get the next goal and they did when 
Steve Tosh scored with what Thomson referred to as ‘his lower regions’. What happened next 
deserved to be the winner and not the equaliser, as one of football’s unsung heroes scored. 
 
Thomson is modest about his thumping header (right) that tied the scores saying, “I just got in the 
road of a great ball from Bob Harris and as soon as I did, I knew it was in. It was right in front of the 
Queen of the South fans and I was not sure where to run to. It was a great moment and I knew 
where my girlfriend was in the Main Stand so I made sure I went off in roughly her direction.” 
 
“For the next ten minutes, we had Rangers rocked but they eventually got back into things and won 
the game.” 
 
Thomson was asked if that goal was the highlight of his career and he advised it was not saying, 
“Winning the Second Division and staying in the First Division was better.” 
 
After the Scottish Cup Final, European football beckoned with Thomson still disappointed that 
Palmerston Park was not chosen as the venue for their match against Danish side Nordsjaelland 
(below), saying, “It was a great experience, I had never envisaged Queen of the South playing in 
Europe but it was a pity we could not play at Palmerston. It would have been packed there and an 
edge was taken off by moving it to Airdrie and we went down 2-1.” 

 
“In the second leg, we had to go for it and we lost a late couple of goals. That experience alone justified turning 
full-time especially as I had thought the biggest game I would ever play in was a Scottish Cup Quarter Final 
against Hibs.” 
 
Last season Queens topped the First Division, destroying Livingston 6-1 before slipping away as injuries 
destroyed what had been a promising campaign. Thomson knew his time as a first choice week in week out 
player was becoming harder to maintain, although he did find humour amongst it all saying, “The First Division 
is the most competitive league there is and I knew I had to work harder every week to keep up. Despite all the 
injuries the team had, I stayed fit, although I am sure there were a few times the Manager was wishing I was 
injured!” 
 
Knowing that he would finally have to start looking to the future, Thomson started helping out the Palmerston 
Under-17 side that were successful in winning the IRN-BRU SFL Under-17 Youth League Cup when they 
defeated Queen’s Park 4-1 at the end of last season. 
 
Thomson said, “I was not sure how it would go but I loved it. I helped them at training and I started working 
towards my UEFA Youth Licence and that led to me being offered the chance to manage the Under-19 side 
this season. Most of my team are last season’s Under-17s so I thought they may struggle a wee bit but they 
have done well and in all honesty, results are not the be all and end all at this stage of a player’s career.” 

 
“Half the guys are from Dumfries and half are from Glasgow and we train two nights a week and I am encouraging them to do a lot of gym work as well. I 
would now say I am a coach first and a player second.” 
 
Thomson also visits local schools as part of his youth development work and he travels up from his Dumfries home once a week now to train with 
Chisholm’s first team squad on a Tuesday. He does still hanker to be playing advising, “I have been on the bench a few times this season and I am missing 
playing. I keep on telling Gordon Chisholm I am like a coiled spring. I am so keen to play and whilst some clubs have wanted to take me on loan, I am only 
interested in playing for Queens.” 
 
During his 19 years in the game, Thomson has only failed to play at one ground and that ironically, is Rangers’ Ibrox Park but he has no regrets saying, “I 
feel privileged with what I have had from the game in Scotland and I would not change a thing. Being awarded a full-time contract may have come late in 
the day but it did and I am glad I took the opportunity when it eventually came.” 
 

(This interview was carried out in partnership with  The Scotsman newspaper)  



 

 

Friends Reunited 
 

n the IRN-BRU SFL Second Division match of the day at Strathclyde Homes Stadium, a pair of former Ayr United team-mates will battle 
against each other for 90 minutes before renewing t heir friendship as soon as the final whistle is blo wn and a former Dumbarton favourite will 
be looking for a little more sympathy from the home  fans than he got the last time he visited. 

 
Sons’ captain Michael Dunlop (right) and Cowdenbeath striker Gareth Wardlaw are the former Honest Men with 
Craig Winter the former Son of the Rock who will be wearing Blue Brazil colours as Danny Lennon’s League 
leaders take on Jim Chapman’s fifth placed side. 
 
27-year-old Dunlop started his career at Kilmarnock before moving to their Ayrshire rivals when he was signed by 
Gordon Dalziel aged 18 in 2001. He said, “I played another season in the youth side but made my debut in 2002 at 
Falkirk and played for 60 minutes before being substituted. I was around the club at the time of The CIS Insurance 
Cup Final against Rangers and the Scottish Cup Semi-Final against Celtic and there was a great buzz about Ayr 
then.” 
 

Campbell Money replaced Dalziel as Dunlop established himself in the Ayr first team (left)  
however, season 2004/05 was to prove pivotal in his career as he left Somerset Park. 
Dunlop commented, “We had begun to lose a lot of our experienced players and I was in 
a young side that got relegated in season 2003/04. The following season we had 
Campbell in charge, then Mark Shanks and then Robert Reilly along with Robert Connor. 
At the end of that season in the Second Division, I was made an offer to stay but I turned 
it down as it was not right for me.” 
 
Dunlop underwent a knee operation and started training at Queen’s Park (below right) after being asked there by Billy Stark and 
he is full of praise for the now Scotland Under-21 boss saying, “That was the best move I have ever made. I had undergone a 
knee operation and needed to build my fitness levels and Hampden was the place to be as there were so many fit guys there.  
 
“I started training and playing reserve games in July and signed on in the August and made my debut against East Stirling. We did 
really well that season and looked to have a Play-Off place in the bag until too many draws allowed Arbroath to overtake us.” 

 
The following season was to be memorable in lots of ways for Dunlop with the defender adding, “Billy Stark asked me to sign on again and I did in an 
instant. We added Paul Ronald to the squad to give us a physical presence and started the season well, defeating a full-time Hamilton side in The CIS 
Insurance Cup to set up the match with Aberdeen.” 
 
“As everyone knows, we beat them in a penalty shoot-out but what people probably do not know is that I would have been struggling to take a spot kick if it 
had gone to sudden death. I had been concussed but came back on with my head bandaged and I offered to take one but thankfully, Billy Stark said no as I 
was not in the best of shapes. The five players selected took us through and that was the best night of my career.” 
 
A Play-Off place was secured before the final home League game of the season against Elgin City and Dunlop was delighted when his younger brother 
Ross, then just 17, was named in the squad for the game saying, “I thought it was nice he was in the squad and I did the big brother thing taking him to the 
game and showing him around Hampden and the pitch which he had never played on.” 
 

The day got better for the Dunlops and he recalls, “Billy Stark read out the team and I was surprised that Ross was named as 
the final substitute. I thought that was great as at least we were on the same team-sheet and then we went three up before half 
time and I started thinking that he may just get on. Our Mum and Dad were there and I would imagine they were bursting with 
pride when he came on for the last 12 minutes.  I know I was.” 
 
The Dunlop brothers have football in their veins with Dad Michael, a former player with Dumbarton, Stenhousemuir, Queen of 
the South and Clyde as well as leading Renfrew Juniors to the Scottish Junior Cup (left) when he was their Manager. 
 
Asked if it was correct that his dad had once scored a hat-trick at Tynecastle for Dumbarton against Hearts, Michael Junior 
replied, “Yes, that has been mentioned before.” 
 
The Play-Offs brought further success as Queen’s Park won a place in the Second Division that was shaping up to be 
extremely competitive with the amateurs going in against Airdrie United, Ross County and Ayr United and well established 
Second Division sides like Peterhead and Alloa Athletic. 
 
The Spiders survived with Stark leaving midway through the season to join the 
SFA and Gardner Speirs coming on board although Dunlop had little time to 
impress his new boss as a cartilage injury meant that his season finished in the 
February.  

 
Stark was given a special send off by his players with Dunlop advising, “In Billy’s last game, we were one 
down to Alloa at half time. In the dressing room, we said we would win the game as a tribute to the work he 
put in at the club and we did 2-1.” 
 
Dunlop’s send off was not so grand with the big defender saying, “I never thought losing 3-2 to Ross County 
away would be my last game for Queen’s but that is what happened as four or five weeks envisaged being 
out of action, ended up being eight months.” 
 
By that time, Dunlop had joined Dumbarton, delighted that the club had stuck by him despite his injury 
although it was November until he could play. Even then, Dunlop was not happy with his performances 
advising, “It took me ten games to get going and that coincided with a great run the team went on that took us 
to the Third Division Championship. I played my part and got a Championship medal which was great as you 
do not even get a silver one for winning the Play-Offs.” 
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Dunlop was handed the captain’s arm-band at the start of this season following the tragic passing of Gordon Lennon and he has grown into the 
responsibility that comes with the job saying, “What happened with Gordon was a nightmare and I would much rather not be the captain and he was still 
here.  
 
“We had gone from an unbelievable high to an unbelievable low in a short period of time and I was asked to take over and that was an honour as people 
must have thought I had the right character in the circumstances. It is a big thing for me and I am proud of it.” 
 
The Sons have crept up the table after a disappointing start to life in the Second Division and are on the fringes of a Play-Off spot although Dunlop has his 
feet firmly on the ground saying, “At the moment, our aim has to be to confirm our status in this Division and the most important thing is to gain enough 
points to do that.” 
 

As for keeping former team-mate Gareth Wardlaw (right) in check on Saturday, Dunlop said, 
“Gareth is a really good guy and he did really well at Ayr. He scored important goals and has a 
physical presence aligned to a good touch.  
 
“He has a Second Division medal from last season when he was playing for Raith Rovers and 
I am looking forward to seeing him again. He played well at Central Park in the last game so I 
will be looking to keep him quiet in this one.” 
 
Wardlaw joined Ayr United (left) after scoring a hat-trick against them as a Burntisland 
Shipyard player in the Scotland Amateur Select side. Professional football had almost passed 
him by and he said, “I was 25 when Robert Connor took me to Ayr and I was beginning to think 
I would never make it.”  
 
Michael Dunlop was there when Wardlaw arrived at Somerset Park and the striker is looking 
forward to being in opposition to his friend saying, “Mick is a good guy who is very committed 
on the park. We will battle with each other for 90 minutes and then come off the park arm in 
arm at the end. His banter is rubbish all the same!” 
 
Wardlaw’s career may have been late in starting but it took off with the striker saying, “I travelled through to Ayr twice a week 
from Kinghorn for four and a half years and it was worth it as I got a move to Raith Rovers which was certainly a bit handier.” 
 
Playing at Raith Rovers got off to a good start only for a dislocated elbow to halt his progress with the 30-year-old saying, “I 
have never known pain like it.  They had to give me morphine along with gas and air and it took 15 minutes to get me off the 
pitch. That put me out and during that time, Gary Wales and Kevin Smith came in, Graeme Weir was playing well and Stevie 
Hislop came back from his cruciate injury so it was difficult to get back in the team.” 

 
Wardlaw came on as a substitute when Rovers won the League at Hampden against Queen’s Park however, his joy was short lived as he was released 
during the summer. He said, “I am a postman in Kirkcaldy and always bumping into fans so they said some nice things as I was really disappointed at being 
let go. A number of clubs came in for me but I was really impressed with what Danny Lennon had to say.” 
 
Wardlaw was quickly sold on the Blue Brazil saying, “Danny has great ambition for Cowdenbeath and that has not changed even though we moved up a 
division. They were also local and that was important as I have two young children, Reece and Rebecca, with my wife Ashley wanting to become a nurse 
and working shifts, I had to be around.” 
 
“It has worked well all the same and my two goals last weekend have taken me up to seven for the season and if I keep on scoring and Cowdenbeath 
remain at the top of the table, what a move it will have been.” 
 
Wardlaw’s Cowdenbeath colleague, Craig Winter, played for Dumbarton (below left) for eight months from January, 2006 and the midfielder, who works at 
Collinson Ceramic Tile Warehouse at South Queensferry, loves going back to Strathclyde Homes Stadium. 
 

Winter, who left Hibernian to sign for Raith Rovers in August, 1993 before joining 
Cowdenbeath for a near decade of service a year later before joining Brechin City and 
then The Sons, said, “I am still friendly with Andy Geggan who still plays there and with 
a group of fans who were very supportive during my time at the Rock. I always look 
forward to going back there and seeing them after the game and hopefully, I will do so 
on Saturday with a big smile on my face.  
 
“Mind you, the last I was there, I was down getting treatment and they gave me pelters 
which was hardly fair as I was injured.” 
 
The unintentional winter shutdown has allowed the 33-year-old to get over a couple of 
niggling injuries with Winter saying, “Since I came back in the summer the spirit in our 
dressing room has been tremendous. I have been captain in Mark Baxter’s absence and 
it has been a privilege and I am delighted that I took the opportunity to come back when 
I did after a season at Forfar.” 

 
Winter, nicknamed ‘Toorie’ like his dad who worked at Dunfermline Athletic before passing away, is another local 
hero saying, “My wife and wee boy, Callan, come to all our games and he is desperate to become a goalkeeper of all 
things. Mind you, David Hay is not a bad guy to learn from as he must be the best shot-stopper in the division.” 
 
And where does ‘Toorie’ come from Winter was asked?  “I believe it is a hat with a pom-pom that my dad wore and 
one of his friends called him that. Jimmy McConville, who was the Dunfermline Athletic Secretary for many years 
and worked with my Dad at the club, started calling me ‘Young Toorie’ and it has stuck since.” 
 

 
 
 

Craig Winter during his first spell 
with Cowdenbeath 



 

 

Prudent Housekeeper  

 
hen a man who has floored Sir Alex Ferguson wants t o start talking football, it is only right to 
listen and The Co-operative Insurance League Inside r was all ears when East Stirlingshire’s 
Chairman, Les Thomson (right), was on hand to discu ss the beautiful game. 

 
Thomson started playing League football over fifty years ago, signing for local side Falkirk in 1955, although 
the Bairns had to fork out more money for him than they should have. He explains, “Clubs used to keep you 
hanging on in those days always promising to sign you and then putting it back. I would have signed for them 
at £3 a week and it ended up costing Falkirk £200 as I went to Armadale Thistle and they had to pay a 
transfer fee once they made their mind up.” 
 
Thomson captained the Bairns for four years and played in every position for the club including starting as a 
goalkeeper in a friendly against Hartlepool United, describing himself as a ‘very hard but a very fair player’ 
although he missed out on their finest day when National Service robbed him of an appearance in the 1957 
Scottish Cup Final when Falkirk defeated Kilmarnock 2-1 in extra-time in a replay. 
 
“I was bursting with pride and right hacked off at the same time as I was not there as I was stuck in Catterick 
Barracks,” said Thomson before advising, “I was in the Royal Scots Greys and listened to the game on the 
radio. I made the Army team with some great players like Jimmy McIntosh, David McParland and ‘Busby 
Babe’ Duncan Edwards.” 
 
Thomson played for Falkirk for ten years in the old style First Division advising, “There were a few teams that 
bounced between the Second Division and the First and we were one that yo-yoed between the two. I think 
there was one time that we got in the top half and we beat Celtic and Rangers and you used to receive a lot 
of adulation locally just for being a player and I enjoyed that.” 
 
“I had always stayed part-time as I had a good job with BP locally, firstly as a Buyer and then as Head of the Social and Recreation for both BP Refinery 
and BP Chemicals which was a big undertaking with 10,000 people employed locally.” 

 
Thomson featured in goals for Falkirk again, losing all five goals to a Willie Bauld inspired Hearts, before moving to Stirling 
Albion where his football adventures would continue with trips to far afield places like Japan. It was during his time at 
Annfield that Thomson came across the now Manchester United Manager and after having his lip split by one of Fergie’s 
famous elbows, he had his revenge. 
 
Ferguson was lying on the ground and Thomson now admits, “He was the only player I ever went out of my way to sort out 
in that way. The referee came over and asked what happened and I told him that I thought Mr Ferguson had suffered 
cramp! To be fair to Sir Alex, who of course later started his managerial career at East Stirling, he could take it and give it 
out. I met him recently with my wife and we had a laugh about it.” 
 
Five years at Stirling Albion was succeeded by five years at Stenhousemuir to see Thomson complete two decades as a 
player whilst amassing plenty of experience in the administration of the game. He said, “BP had football teams and for a 
whole lot of other sports as well like cricket and golf. I was involved in the administration for that and for the social club that 
we ran which was used for weddings. Being involved in all this, I learnt how to deal with people within the rules that 
existed.” 
 

The knowledge gained at BP and as a player resulted in the perfect opportunity as a Commercial Manager with a football 
club, although it was the one professional club in the area that Thomson did not play for, East Stirling, that came calling in 
1990. 

 
Thomson said, “We had a good team then and East Stirling was a stable club albeit 
money was an issue then and it remains an issue now. We also had a good side 
when John Brownlie was in charge, finishing in a decent place but gates were low.” 
 
The club, then based at Firs Park (right), decided that money really was an issue 
and to cut their cloth accordingly.  Thomson was the driving force behind the club 
paying only wages they could afford to and the £10 a week wage was brought in.  
 
Thomson talked about his role in bringing about the change saying, “I was 
Chairman and the Board sat round the table and I said this is the way it has to be. 
This is all we can afford to pay and that was the deal we offered the players. I 
talked to them, explained the reasons and hopefully, that saved us falling out with 
anyone.” 
 
“Some guys left us for £15 a week which seemed crazy as they had extra travelling 
expenses but that is what we needed to do to survive. It also brought it home to me 
about what drives players.” 
 

W 

Sir Alex Ferguson 
playing for Falkirk 



 

  
Thomson dealt with the players directly then although things would be different now, and he is glad to have missed the change advising, “Agents have 
come in and I wouldn’t want to negotiate with them. I would prefer to deal with the player’s family or someone close to their hearts.” 
 
The move brought adverse headlines but Thomson swatted them away saying, “Other clubs wished they had done it when we had. I was sitting at an SFL 
meeting that season and the League was being asked to release funds early and I just smiled as we did not have the same issues that other clubs were 
having. Money is killing football and even Walter Smith was saying that recently.” 
 
The move to £10 a week brightened up the club off the park with Thomson saying, “There were no favourites at the club and everybody mucked in, people 
wanted to be here to play football and not for the money. What we got through the gate matched what we were paying out and there was a good 
atmosphere, although there were a few defeats along the way.” 
 
The defeats came in at regular intervals with the club finishing bottom of The Scottish Football League for five seasons running in the mid part of the last 
decade. Whilst the players and Chairman seemed on board with the strategy, it was hard for Managers at the club with Thomson confessing, “It was a hard 
job for the likes of Dennis Newall, Steve Morrison and Gordon Wylde as they could not bring in the players they wanted to and we were probably the only 
club in that position to keep going, we had to keep it that way.” 
 

Help eventually came on board when Yorkshire based Spencer Fearn (left) decided to 
invest in the club three years ago and his investment has had an impact. Thomson said, 
“Spencer ’phoned and came up to discuss the club. He said he would invest if I stayed on. 
He is a good guy, everything about him is top class but he, like me and many other people 
in football, is getting disillusioned with the lack of progress in the game in Scotland. The 
passion for the game has died a bit and it is not really surprising when players from up here 
leave to go to fairly small teams in England because of the money they are offered.” 
 
“Some of the reported wages are obscene and I am sure that when Johnny Hayes at 
Fulham became the first player to break through a capped wage, what is on offer now is not 
what was imagined back then.” 
 
With Fearn’s support, the club now sit in second place in the Third Division however, a lot of 
the credit for the transformation goes to Manager Jim McInally (below) with Thomson 
saying, “Jim has been a tremendous Manager since he came here and has helped this club 
enormously. He treats players well and he talks to them correctly and whilst we do pay 
more than £10 per week now, it would be pointless if we did not have a good Manager like 
Jim in place.” 

 
Thomson added, “I have seen Managers come and go so I feel I can judge Jim and he is 
good. He wears his heart on his sleeve and that is not always a bad thing as you feel his 
passion for the game. He has moulded the players into a team. We have great skilful players 
and players who maybe do not have the greatest of skills but have a great engine and they 
compliment each other well.” 
 
Thomson is approaching his twentieth anniversary at the club and he remains full of ideas 
about how to shape the game in Scotland saying, “The SFA and the SFL have progressed as 
organisations but the game needs sorted out financially and that is obvious. I am in favour of 
establishing a salary cap again across the game to let it progress.” 
 
“We work in a democracy and I accept and work within the Rules that the other clubs come up 
with but in my personal opinion, things need to be looked at. Regional Leagues are worth 
considering now with the cost of petrol but I accept that these Leagues may not be as 
attractive to sponsors.  
 
“I would also want the Play-Offs to be looked at, you have thirty six games to decide who are 
the best teams that deserve promotion so I am not sure what value they add. These are just 
my views, and of course, if East Stirling win promotion via the Play-Offs this season, we will 
take it but I am not a fan.” 

 
The club moved out of Firs Park on a playing sense 18 months ago and a 
business sense six months ago and they rent Ochilview (left) on 
matchdays whilst a search for a new ground has stalled with Thomson 
advising, “Firs Park has still not been sold and we cannot do much until 
that happens.” 
 
The ’Shire are off to Montrose this weekend and Thomson is expecting a 
tough game advising, “I can feel for them just now as there has been 
some seasons when we could not win a game at home or a game away 
from home. Links Park is a hard, hard place to get points from regardless 
of their position in the League and I look forward to going there so I can 
see my old chum John Paton. We can put the world to right whilst the 
game is going on!” 



 

 
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES 

 
Kick-off times for matches on Saturdays, Sundays an d Bank Holidays 3pm. 

Midweek matches 7.45pm unless otherwise stated.  

 
Saturday, January 23rd, 2010  

 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Airdrie United v. Inverness CT 
Partick Thistle v. Dunfermline Athletic 
Queen of the South v. Dundee 
Raith Rovers v. Morton 
Ross County v. Ayr United 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Arbroath v. Peterhead 
Clyde v. Brechin City 
Dumbarton v. Cowdenbeath 
Stenhousemuir v. Alloa Athletic 
Stirling Albion v. East Fife 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Albion Rovers v. Forfar Athletic 
Elgin City v. Berwick Rangers 
Montrose v. East Stirlingshire 
Queen's Park v. Annan Athletic 
Stranraer v. Livingston 
 

Monday, January 25th, 2010  
 
THE ACTIVE NATION SCOTTISH CUP 
FOURTH ROUND 
Raith Rovers v Airdrie United 
 
 

Tuesday, January 26th, 2010  
 
THE ACTIVE NATION SCOTTISH CUP 
FOURTH ROUND REPLAY 
Stenhousemuir v Dunfermline Athletic 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Livingston v Elgin City 
 
 

Wednesday, January 27th, 2010  
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Arbroath v East Fife 
 
 

Saturday, January 30th, 2010  
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Ayr United v. Raith Rovers 
Dundee v. Ross County 
Dunfermline Athletic v. Queen of the South 
Inverness CT v. Partick Thistle 
Morton v. Airdrie United 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. Arbroath 
Brechin City v. Stenhousemuir 
Cowdenbeath v. Stirling Albion 
East Fife v. Clyde 
Peterhead v. Dumbarton 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Annan Athletic v. Albion Rovers 
Berwick Rangers v. Montrose 
East Stirlingshire v. Stranraer 
Forfar Athletic v. Elgin City 
Livingston v. Queen's Park 
 

Tuesday, February 2nd, 2010 
 
THE CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE CUP 
SEMI-FINAL 
Heart of Midlothian v St. Mirren 
Fir Park Stadium, Motherwell 
 

Wednesday, February 3rd, 2010  
 
THE CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE CUP 
SEMI-FINAL 
Rangers v St. Johnstone 
��������	
������
���������
�
������������	��
Kick-Off 7.35 pm 
(Live BBC Scotland) 
 
 

Saturday, February 6th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Brechin City v. Alloa Athletic 
Cowdenbeath v. Peterhead 
East Fife v. Dumbarton 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
East Stirlingshire v. Berwick Rangers 
Elgin City v. Albion Rovers 
Forfar Athletic v. Livingston 
Queen's Park v. Stranraer 
 
THE ACTIVE NATION SCOTTISH CUP 
FIFTH ROUND 
Stenhousemuir or Dunfermline Athletic v Celtic 
St. Johnstone v Dundee United 
Hibernian v Montrose 
Dundee v Ayr United 
Raith Rovers or Airdrie United v Aberdeen 
Kilmarnock v Inverness CT 
St. Mirren v Rangers 
Ross County v Stirling Albion 
 
 

Tuesday, February 9th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. Cowdenbeath 
 

Saturday, February 13th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Ayr United v. Dundee 
Partick Thistle v. Airdrie United 
Queen of the South v. Morton 
Raith Rovers v. Inverness CT 
Ross County v. Dunfermline Athletic 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. East Fife 
Arbroath v. Clyde 
Dumbarton v. Stirling Albion 
Peterhead v. Brechin City 
Stenhousemuir v. Cowdenbeath 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Albion Rovers v. East Stirlingshire 
Berwick Rangers v. Forfar Athletic 
Livingston v. Annan Athletic 
Montrose v. Queen's Park 
Stranraer v. Elgin City 
 

Saturday, February 20th, 2010 
 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Airdrie United v. Raith Rovers 
Dundee v. Partick Thistle 
Dunfermline Athletic v. Ayr United 
Inverness CT v. Queen of the South 
Morton v. Ross County 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Cowdenbeath v. Alloa Athletic 
Dumbarton v. Clyde 
East Fife v. Arbroath 
Peterhead v. Stenhousemuir 
Stirling Albion v. Brechin City 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Berwick Rangers v. Annan Athletic 
East Stirlingshire v. Livingston 
Montrose v. Elgin City 
Queen's Park v. Forfar Athletic 
Stranraer v. Albion Rovers 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 27th, 2010 
 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Airdrie United v. Queen of the South 
Inverness CT v. Ayr United 
Morton v. Dunfermline Athletic 
Partick Thistle v. Ross County 
Raith Rovers v. Dundee 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. Peterhead 
Arbroath v. Dumbarton 
Brechin City v. Cowdenbeath 
Clyde v. Stirling Albion 
Stenhousemuir v. East Fife 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Albion Rovers v. Berwick Rangers 
Annan Athletic v. East Stirlingshire 
Elgin City v. Queen's Park 
Forfar Athletic v. Stranraer 
Livingston v. Montrose 
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Airdrie United v Inverness Cal. Th. 

Saturday 23rd January, 2010 
Kick-Off 3.00pm - Referee: Steven McLean 

 
Airdrie look set to finally get the chance to build on their fine win at Dundee 
three weeks ago with Manager Kenny Black targeting the three points that 
could see them leap over Ayr if results go their way. Black said, “This 
would be a great game to win and I am also keeping my fingers crossed 
that Ross County defeat Ayr. It will not be easy as Inverness are a good 
team who will be full of confidence after beating Motherwell.” 
Defender Bobby Donnelly is suspended following his red card at Dens 
Park with fellow centre back David Nixon also missing because of injury. 
Black advised, “We have everyone else available and in our best shape for 
a few months and just want to get playing again.” 
Inverness have taken a massive boost from beating SPL Motherwell in the 
Active Nation Scottish Cup on Monday night with goals from Nauris Bulvitis 
and Dougie Imrie seeing Terry Butcher’s side progress. Bulvitis is included 
as talks over his future with Latvian club Tranzits Ventspils continue with 
defender Ross Tokeley in line to play his 500th game for the club. 
Butcher is expecting a tough encounter in Lanarkshire saying, “The last 
time we played at Airdrie, we got a bit of a battering and did well to come 
away with a point. The players will be reminded of that in case any of them 
think that playing a side at the bottom of the League is going to be easy.” 
Stuart Golabek will miss out with a hamstring problem with Lionel Djebi-
Zadi available to cover following suspension with dashing winger Jonny 
Hayes available after overcoming a dead leg. 
 

Partick Thistle v Dunfermline Athletic 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm - Referee: Stephen Finnie 
�
Partick Thistle are preparing themselves to be facing a Dunfermline side 
highly motivated at being given a second chance in the Scottish Cup with 
Firhill Assistant Manager, former Par David Irons, saying, “Dunfermline will 
by buoyed by another chance in the Cup and their players will be out to 
secure places for the game against Stenhousemuir. The Cup probably 
represents Dunfermline’s best chance of glory this season after last 
weekend’s result against Dundee but that does not make our task any 
easier.” 
Irons knows that if Thistle are to see glory themselves this season, they 
have to bounce back from last weekend’s reversal at Raith Rovers saying, 
“This is a game we need to take something from as there is a chance that 
Dundee and Queen of the South could both drop points when they face 
each other at Palmerston.” 
Defender Martyn Corrigan remains out because of his broken thumb and 
midfielder Stephen McKeown remains out with a hamstring problem. 
Dunfermline players were buzzing around the training pitch today with the 
club lifted by their successful appeal that saw them get a second chance in 
the Scottish Cup against Stenhousemuir. Assistant boss Gerry McCabe 
was delighted to see the energy levels however, he has told the players to 
concentrate only on League matters for just now. 
Said McCabe, “Everyone is pleased that we have another chance, 
although Thistle is our priority just now. We were disappointed to leave 
Dens Park with nothing last week after playing so well and know that to 
move up the League, we have to win at Thistle. This has all the makings of 
a good game as they will be going all out to make up for losing at Raith 
last week so the fans should be entertained.” 
Midfielders Stephen Glass and Scott Muirhead remain out injured as does 
striker Graham Bayne however, player/boss Jim McIntyre is included in the 
squad with McCabe saying, “Jim played for a spell last week and has 
looked sharp in training so I would reckon he will be on the pitch playing at 
some stage.”�
�

Queen of the South v Dundee 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm - Referee: Charlie Richmond 
 
Queen of the South boss Gordon Chisholm reckons that his opposite 
number Jocky Scott was trying to fool him as he spied on the Dark Blues in 
their last two games. Chisholm said, “Jocky changed his team and 
formation at Livingston on Wednesday from last Sunday’s game against 
Dunfermline and I learned very little that apart from seeing their quality, 
Dundee have the ability to grind out results when required. They have a 
good size of squad and he may have been resting players but I am sure he 
is pleased that I am left guessing at what he is going to do against us.” 
Chisholm’s side will welcome back captain David Lilley however, they will 
be missing former Dens Park goalkeeper Ludovic Roy and midfielder 
Steve Tosh with midfielder Stephen McKenna out through suspension. 

New signing from Hamilton Accies, Leon Knight, will play at some stage 
with Chisholm adding, “I am taking a wee gamble with Leon as I have not 
seen him play much but what I have seen in training impresses me.” 
Dundee face their third big game in a week as Scott takes his side to 
Dumfries following a League game with Dunfermline last Sunday and then 
Livingston in the cup on Wednesday night. Scott said, “Every game just 
now is a big game and that is good as it shows you must be doing 
something right. This should also be a cracking game as Queen of the 
South are a very good side and so are we.” 
Rab Douglas will return in goal with Scott looking at making other changes 
saying, “The Livingston game gave me the opportunity to look at some 
players I had not seen playing for a while and some will stay in and other 
guys who played against Dunfermline will come back into the team.” 
One player definitely out is defender Gary McKenzie who is suspended 
while the injured trio of defender David Cowan, midfielder Paul McHale 
and striker Sean Higgins remain unavailable to Scott. 
 

Raith Rovers  v Morton 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm - Referee: Crawford Allan 
 

Raith Rovers look to build on their 1-0 win over Partick Thistle last 
weekend by seeing off their visitors from Greenock however, they will be 
without defender Dougie Hill who is suspended with midfielders Iain 
Davidson and Darren Smith looking set to be ruled out with foot injuries. 
On a more positive note, midfielder Iain Williamson and striker Javier 
Amaya are available after overcoming knocks. Kirkcaldy boss John 
McGlynn said, “It was a big win for us last week against Partick and 
everyone got a lift from it after a disappointing spell of results and then a 
lengthy inactive period.” 
McGlynn’s men will be out to make up for their worst day since they 
returned to the First Division when Morton saw them off 5-0 at Cappielow 
back in November. 
McGlynn added, “We lost heavily down there and virtually every thing that 
could go wrong in that game did go wrong. We had suspensions and 
injuries before that match and then a sending off but this is a different 
game. Morton gave a very credible performance against top class 
opposition in Celtic on Tuesday so we will need to put in the same level of 
effort that we did last week to get anything from this game.” 
Morton boss James Grady is looking for his players to show the form they 
displayed against Celtic in midweek to help them climb away from the foot 
of the table. Grady said, “The players showed against a top side how well 
they can compete and if we take that into our League form, we will do 
okay. We gave away a cheap goal from a fairly basic mistake and we need 
to eradicate that from our game but I am proud of how the players went 
about their business. We need to repeat that level of performance starting 
against Raith Rovers in Kirkcaldy.” 
Midfielder Stevie Masterton is out and requires games to get match fit with 
Grady believed to want to send the midfielder out on loan. 
 

Ross County v Ayr United 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm - Referee: Alan Muir 
 

Ross County sailed past Inverurie Locos 4-0 on Monday night with 
Manager Derek Adams pleased with how his side eased themselves back 
into playing after the winter freeze. Adams said, “It was potentially a very 
difficult tie for us but the players went about their jobs well and ensured 
that Locos never got a chance to put us under any pressure.” 
County are at full strength for this game with Adams knowing that Ayr will 
keep battling saying, “In our last match at their place, we were one up and 
Ayr had a player sent off with half an hour to go. They never gave anything 
up and came back for a draw so we know that if we go into a lead, we will 
have to fight to keep hold of it.” 
Adams is not overly concerned about events in the Queen of the South 
and Dundee game saying, “All I am interested in is Ross County putting 
points on the board and not what other teams do.” 
Ayr boss Brian Reid was pleased that his side got playing again on 
Monday night in the Active Nation Scottish Cup tie against Brechin 
however, their 1-0 win came at a cost as defender Kevin James picked up 
a knock and he joins Billy Gibson on the sidelines. Willie Easton is 
suspended to leave the Honest Men’s squad wafer thin with Chris Aitken, 
Bryan Prunty and David Gormley all having recently left. 
Reid said, “We are looking to bring new faces in but it is unlikely they will 
be here for this game. We are on a good run of form with only one defeat 
in six games and that was against Dundee where we played really well so 
we will travel to Dingwall with confidence. 



 

 
 
 

 HOME AWAY  

 
P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

Dundee 21 9 2 1 21 9 3 5 1 11 9 14 43 

Queen of the South 18 5 2 2 15 7 4 3 2 15 10 13 32 

Partick Thistle 20 6 2 2 17 7 3 3 4 15 15 10 32 

Ross County 18 6 2 2 19 13 3 3 2 9 9 6 32 

Inverness Caledonian Thistle 19 3 3 3 13 12 4 4 2 16 9 8 28 

Dunfermline Athletic 19 4 3 3 16 14 3 2 4 9 10 1 26 

Raith Rovers 18 3 4 2 10 7 4 1 4 9 12 0 26 

Morton 19 2 0 6 7 11 3 0 8 13 27 -18 15 

Ayr United 17 2 4 3 8 13 0 2 6 4 15 -16 12 

Airdrie United 19 1 3 4 11 16 1 2 8 8 21 -18 11 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL 
 

27 
 

295 
 
 

TEAM CARD COUNT 
 

 Team Yellow Red 

Raith Rovers 40 5 

Ross County 36 3 

Ayr United 35 2 

Queen of the South 33 2 

Dundee 32 3 

Airdrie United 28 5 

Partick Thistle 27 2 

Dunfermline Athletic 25 1 

Inverness CT 21 2 

Morton 18 2 
 
 

PLAYER CARD COUNT 
 

Player Team Yellow Red 

Billy Gibson Ayr United 6 - 

Paul Paton Partick Thistle 6 - 

Steven McKenna Queen of the South 6 - 

Grant Murray Raith Rovers 5 1 

Gregory Tade  Raith Rovers 5 1 

Kevin McDonald  Airdrie United 5 - 

Leigh Griffiths Dundee 5 - 

Richard Brittain Ross County 5 - 

Robert Harris Queen of the South 5 - 

Rocco Quinn  Queen of the South 5 - 

 
 

ATTENDANCES 
 

Team High Low Average 

Airdrie United 1516 756 1,145 

Ayr United 3043 1213 1,932 

Dundee 5507 4121 4,884 

Dunfermline Athletic 6296 2280 3,171 

Inverness Caledonian Thistle 5474 2780 3,393 

Morton 2738 1716 2,170 

Partick Thistle 4453 2352 3,040 

Queen of the South 3034 1651 2,465 

Raith Rovers 6200 1247 2,772 

Ross County 5506 1752 2,348 

 
 

LEADING GOALSCORERS 
 

Player Team Goals 

Gary Harkins Dundee 10 

Leigh Griffiths Dundee 10 

Derek Holmes Queen of the South 9 

Adam Rooney Inverness CT 8 

Liam Buchanan Partick Thistle 7 

Peter Weatherson Morton 7 

Richard Brittain Ross County 7 

Andy Kirk Dunfermline Athletic 6 

John Baird Airdrie United 6 

Simon Donnelly Partick Thistle 6 
 
 

SEASON GOAL COUNTER 
 

TOTAL GOALS……………….246 

HOME TEAMS………137 AWAY TEAMS………109 

 
 



 

  
Arbroath v Peterhead 

Saturday 23rd January, 2010 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: Mat Northcroft 
 

Arbroath boss Jim Weir has started re-building at Gayfield after letting 
three of his squad move to Forfar Athletic with Jamie Bishop, Barry Sellars 
and Paul Watson all transferring to Station Park with Weir advising, “The 
players have moved on and I am looking to bring new ones in between 
now and the end of the Transfer Window.” 
 
Weir will also be missing central defenders Ian Dobbins and Steven 
Rennie, along with midfielder Jamie Redman for the visit of the Blue Toon. 
Weir, however, has not named himself in the squad to provide cover 
saying, “I am concentrating only on managing at the moment and looking 
forward to a home game as Arbroath Manager as we have not had many 
since I came here. We need to start moving up the table and a win against 
Peterhead would be a good way to start achieving that.” 
 
Peterhead Manager, Neale Cooper, has brought in Aberdeen youngster 
Jonathan Crawford on loan and he will be involved in this game as will the 
experienced Barry Wilson, who will finally make his debut, a month after 
joining the club.  
 
Cooper said, “It has been a very frustrating time since we played Brechin 
especially when you are looking for a win to get you back on track. We had 
a bounce game against Formartine to get us going again but you cannot 
beat the real thing.” 
 
Front man John Stewart has left the club to join Clyde and Cooper will also 
be missing defender Callum MacDonald and striker Scott Michie through 
injury. 
 
 

Clyde v Brechin City  
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Stevie O’Reilly 

 
Clyde’s recently installed Assistant Manager David Farrell feels like this 
game marks the start of a new season for him and the Bully Wee saying, 
“John McCormack and I had only been in for a few weeks before the bad 
weather hit and during that time, a good number of players have left and a 
few new ones have come in. We have been able to keep training at 
Toryglen and Scoccerworld but a game at Broadwood with a squad and 
side we have shaped feels like a new beginning.” 
 
On-loan Partick Thistle defender Willie Kinniburgh along with front men 
Adam Strachan and John Stewart will make their debuts with Farrell 
adding, “Everyone is fit and available, which is just as well as we only have 
16 players but there are hopefully, more on their way.” 
 
Brechin got caught cold in the first couple of minutes of Monday night’s 
cup tie down at Ayr as they lost a quick goal however, Manager Jim Duffy 
was glad to get his team playing again saying, “We started slowly but 
competed throughout the rest of the game before tiring towards the end. I 
was delighted with the player’s commitment throughout.” 
 
Goalkeeper David Scott played really well at Ayr and with Craig Nelson 
close to full fitness again after his cartilage operation, Duffy is in the happy 
position of having two fine shot-stoppers to choose from. 
 
The Glebe Park boss added, “Craig could have played at a push but I 
thought it only fair to give David an opportunity to gain some confidence 
from playing in a game and he took that chance well. I will decide at 
Saturday lunchtime who will be in goal for this one.” 
 
Defender Jon Sealy is unavailable because of work commitments with 
Barry Smith expected to return in his place with on-loan Morton player Alex 
Walker expected to make his debut for Duffy’s side. 

 
 

Dumbarton v Cowdenbeath 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Bobby Madden 

 
Dumbarton have a full squad of outfield players available to Manager Jim 
Chapman for the visit of the League leaders with Chapman having already 
told his players he is not in the mood for excuses. Chapman said, “This is 
a really tough game to come back in and the players are desperate to get 
playing again. I have told them not to come off the pitch with any excuses 

about a lack of recent action, we just have to get on with things and 
compete from the first whistle until the last.” 
Goalkeeper David McEwan remains a doubt as a result of his recent 
operation on his broken finger. 
 
League leaders Cowdenbeath have a concern over central defender Joe 
Mbu, who suffered a groin injury in last week’s draw at East Fife that 
forced him off in the first half. Fellow defender Kenny Adamson remains 
suspended to leave Central Park boss Danny Lennon saying, “Joe is a 
major doubt and with Kenny out as well, we are a wee bit short but I am 
sure whoever comes in will do a good job. Dumbarton is always a very, 
very difficult game and we sneaked the last one here with a late winner so 
we will need to work really hard and play to our strengths to do the same.” 
Midfielder Danny McKay remains out following his cruciate ligament injury. 

 
 

Stenhousemuir v Alloa Athletic 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: George Salmond 

 
Stenhousemuir will have to forget all about Scottish Cup comings and 
goings and concentrate on getting points on the board to keep climbing the 
Second Division table. Manager John Coughlin said, “We need to put all 
thoughts about cup games aside for just now and concentrate on getting a 
win. We have done really well against Alloa this season and I sure Allan 
Maitland will be telling his players to end our good run against them but we 
will be going all out to win on our patch.” 
 
Coughlin welcomes full back Willie Lyle back to first team action in the 
League after a three match ban that started at the beginning of December, 
with the only absentee in the Warriors ranks being striker Andy Brand who 
remains out through injury. 
 
Alloa boss Allan Maitland includes new signings, on-loan Falkirk full back 
James Bloom along with former Ayr strikers Bryan Prunty and David 
Gormley in his squad for what he describes as his side’s ‘hardest game of 
the season.’  
Maitland explained, “Stenhousemuir have beaten us twice already this 
season and played really well both times. We have to ensure it does not 
become a third win. We played well against St. Mirren in the Scottish Cup 
a fortnight ago and have kept ticking over in games against Junior sides 
where Bryan Prunty has looked pretty lethal with four goals in two games.” 
Winger Mark Gilhaney is out with a hamstring problem with fellow wide 
man Dougie Wilson still not ready for a comeback. 

 
 

Stirling Albion v East Fife 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Gary Hilland 

 
Stirling Manager Allan Moore will freshen up his side after being 
disappointed with his side’s showing in their 3-1 win over Albion Rovers in 
the Active Nation Scottish Cup. Moore said, “We were very disappointing 
and did not reach the standards expected. We have added good players to 
the squad and have the chance now to change things which we will need 
to do as East Fife will come here boosted by a fine performance against 
Cowdenbeath last weekend.” 
 
Former captain Chris Aitken looks set to restart his career in the Forthbank 
midfield after signing on from Ayr United and the on-loan pair of Dundee’s 
Craig McKeown and Falkirk’s Brian Allison are in line to form a new central 
defensive partnership. 
Defender Andy Graham and midfielder Paul Murphy picked up knocks in 
the game against Rovers and will need late checks with striker Martin 
Grehan’s hamstring problem making him a doubt to be included.  
 
East Fife came out of cold storage last weekend to take the lead twice 
against Cowdenbeath before losing a late goal to leave Player/Manager 
Stevie Crawford with mixed emotions. Crawford said, “As I played in the 
game, I knew how difficult it was to get going again as match sharpness 
takes a while to gain but we did okay before inviting Cowdenbeath back in 
the game and they took full advantage.” 
 
Recent signing Steven Campbell is available after overcoming the flu and 
goalkeeper Stewart Baillie is included in the Fifers travelling party although 
he is likely to make the bench at best after injury. 
Crawford added, “This will be a tough one for us but it is a game I am 
really looking forward to seeing how we get on after doing so well in parts 
last Saturday.” 



 

 
 
 

 HOME AWAY  

 
P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

Cowdenbeath 18 5 2 2 15 8 5 3 1 15 8 14 35 

Stirling Albion 17 3 5 1 13 9 6 0 2 16 12 8 32 

Alloa Athletic 17 4 1 3 8 9 4 3 2 11 7 3 28 

Brechin City 17 6 2 0 17 7 1 3 5 6 9 7 26 

Dumbarton 17 2 3 4 8 15 4 1 3 14 12 -5 22 

Stenhousemuir 18 3 3 3 9 10 2 3 4 12 10 1 21 

East Fife 18 3 3 4 11 12 2 3 3 11 11 -1 21 

Peterhead 17 3 3 3 11 11 3 0 5 7 14 -7 21 

Arbroath 18 1 1 6 9 19 3 4 3 9 11 -12 17 

Clyde 17 3 0 5 6 10 1 3 5 9 13 -8 15 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL 
 

21 
 

244 
 
 

TEAM CARD COUNT 
 

 Team Yellow Red 

Stenhousemuir 34 1 

Clyde 28 3 

Peterhead 27 2 

Alloa Athletic 27 1 

East Fife 24 3 

Dumbarton 22 3 

Brechin City 24 - 

Arbroath 22 2 

Stirling Albion 19 2 

Cowdenbeath 17 4 
 
 

PLAYER CARD COUNT 
 

Player Team Yellow Red 

William Lyle Stenhousemuir 6 - 

Jonathan Smart East Fife 5 1 

Marc McCulloch Arbroath 5 - 

Mark Brown Alloa Athletic 5 - 
Robert Mann Peterhead 4 1 

Alan Lithgow Clyde 4 - 

Ben Gordon Dumbarton 4 - 

Gary Carroll Alloa Athletic 4 - 

Iain Diack Stenhousemuir 4 - 

John Stewart Peterhead 4 - 
 
 

ATTENDANCES 
 

Team High Low Average 

Alloa Athletic 1201 394 607 

Arbroath 649 328 498 

Brechin City 617 375 456 

Clyde 878 552 711 

Cowdenbeath 739 264 392 

Dumbarton 944 397 704 

East Fife 866 509 657 

Peterhead 571 429 507 

Stenhousemuir 727 532 613 

Stirling Albion 986 462 678 

 
 

LEADING GOALSCORERS 
 

Player Team Goals 

Paul McManus East Fife 10 

Rory McAllister Brechin City 10 

Martin Grehan Stirling Albion 8 

Charlie King Brechin City 7 

Garath Wardlaw Cowdenbeath 7 

Scott McBride Cowdenbeath 6 

Steven Hislop Arbroath 6 

Willie Sawyers Clyde 6 

Bryan Scott Arbroath 5 

David McKenna Stirling Albion 5 
 
 

SEASON GOAL COUNTER 
 

TOTAL GOALS……………217 

HOME TEAMS………107 AWAY TEAMS………110 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Albion Rovers v Forfar Athletic 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: David Somers 

  
Albion Rovers’ boss Paul Martin is in the happy position of having players 
available to freshen up his side, whilst also being happy with the efforts 
from his players following their two cup games in midweek against Stirling 
Albion.  
Martin said, “Despite being defeated 3-1, I thought the players were 
excellent and a credit to themselves and Albion Rovers. I will do a final 
check about how everyone is before finalising my team but I do have 
options available which is a great position to be in.”  
Defenders Alan Reid and Michael McGowan are expected to shake off 
knocks to play with new signings Phil McGrath and Paul McLeod anxiously 
waiting to see if they will be called on to make their debuts. Striker David 
McFarlane is available after injury leaving Todd Lumsden as the only 
confirmed absentee. 
 
Forfar Athletic boss Dick Campbell will give debuts to two of his three new 
signings from Arbroath, with central defender Jamie Bishop and midfielder 
Paul Watson in line to play at Coatbridge. Midfielder Barry Sellars, who 
completes the trio of new bodies, is carrying an injury and will miss out. 
Campbell said, “Our squad was down to only 16 players and I am 
delighted to bring these guys in, especially ahead of what will be an 
extremely difficult game at Albion Rovers. They will be desperate to beat 
us and draw level on points. I had them watched against Stirling in 
midweek and my scout was very impressed and not taken in by the 3-1 
scoreline.” 
Midfielder Nicky Smith is also absent because of a back problem. 
 
 

 
 

Elgin City v Berwick Rangers 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Colin Brown 

 
Elgin City go out looking for their first home win of the season and 
Manager Ross Jack has brought in Inverness Caledonian Thistle 
youngsters Gavin Morrison and Shane Sutherland on loan to bolster his 
squad. The Borough Briggs men will be missing Paul Kaczan through 
suspension, with Allan Dempsie also out due to a hamstring problem and 
David Niven with an ankle knock. 
Despite not having played since 12th December, Jack reckons his squad 
are in good nick advising, “We have been very fortunate that we have not 
missed a training session and that we have also been able to use the 
Highland Football Academy. Last week we went down to Perth for a 
bounce game on an all weather pitch and that got the players going again. 
It is not ideal preparation for a game against a good Berwick side but you 
have to get on with things.” 
 
Berwick Rangers make the long journey north with only 16 fit players and 
that includes a couple of trialists. Defender Elliot Smith and midfielder 
Stuart Callaghan sit out the last game of their suspensions with Stevie 
Ellison, Robbie Horn, Graham Guy and Alan Brazil all missing because of 
injury. 
Borderers boss Jimmy Crease said, “We will have a trialist goalkeeper and 
a trialist outfield player on the bench so we are not in the best shape. We 
started well at Hampden last week before falling out of things and losing 2-
0 so I am looking for an improvement this time out.” 
 
 

 
 

Montrose v East Stirlingshire 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Scott McDonald 

 
Montrose player boss Steven Tweed is a doubt with calf and thigh injuries 
threatening his participation with the Links Park injury list still including 
defenders Sean Fleming and Gordon Pope along with midfielder James 
Collier and striker John Gemmell.  
Defeating Edinburgh City 3-1 on Monday has lifted everyone’s spirits at the 
club and Tweed is hoping that it galvanises the players into finally winning 
their first League game saying, “It was really important for the club that we 
won on Monday and now we can get back to focusing on League games. 

The players also know that they have to perform if they want to be in the 
side that faces Hibs in the Scottish Cup.” 
 
Jim McInally’s side have played two bounce games this week to start 
moving the rust from the players, although McInally does not think that will 
be enough for his men to start the game in a high gear. McInally advised, 
“The games blew away some of the cobwebs and the players are 
desperate to get playing again, although it may take a wee while to fully 
get into the swing of things again.” 
McInally reckons that the Montrose players will be boosted by their cup win 
in midweek saying, “I have always said that Montrose will take points from 
the top teams in this League and they also now have the motivation of 
facing Hibs so I would imagine their players will be well up for this game.” 
Defenders Craig Tully and David King are doubts with Paul Weaver’s 
participation uncertainty after he became a father this week. 
 
 

 
 

Queen’s Park v Annan Athletic 
Saturday 23rd January, 2010 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Craig Charleston 

 
Queen’s Park are hoping to fix up on-loan defender Ricky Little on a 
permanent deal until the end of the season following the player’s release 
from Partick Thistle as that will allow Head Coach Gardner Speirs to list 
the same squad that saw off Berwick Rangers 2-0 at Hampden last 
weekend. 
Central defender Jamie Brough remains out with a knee injury however, 
striker Frankie Carroll is included with Speirs hopeful that he can shake off 
a knock to start. 
The long term injured quartet of goalkeeper Zander Cowie, defender 
Martin Ure, midfielder Paul Harkins and striker Ian Watt remain out. 
Speirs said, “Another win and we will certainly be making the teams above 
us a bit nervous. The players did well last week and hopefully, we can 
keep that momentum going in this game.” 
 
Annan Athletic boss Harry Cairney gave most of his first team squad a run-
out against Stenhousemuir in a Reserve League Cup match in midweek as 
they got playing again after six weeks without a game.  
Player/ Mssistant Manager Derek Townsley limped off with a calf strain at 
Ochilview and is rated as a doubt for this game with Cairney saying, “It 
was a good workout, although it was disappointing to lose Derek but after 
so long without playing and only training indoors, it was not unexpected 
that we would pick up injuries.” 
Cairney is wary of facing a rejuvenated Spiders outfit that are starting to 
move up the table with the Galabank boss adding, “They will be feeling 
good about things just now and we have to ensure that we do not let them 
build up a head of steam at Hampden.” 
Bryan Gilfillan is another major doubt with the midfielder expected to miss 
out because of a hamstring injury. 
 
 

  
Stranraer v Livingston 

Saturday 23rd January, 2010 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: Thomas Robertson 
 
Stranraer boss Keith Knox would settle for a repeat of last week’s 
scoreline when League leaders Livingston visit Stair Park although he was 
disappointed with his team’s performance. Said Knox, “I would take a 5-4 
win over Livingston now but last week was a real journey from high to low 
to high again. We started well and then fell away before finishing strongly 
and we cannot afford to let our concentration slip like we did last week. If 
we allow Livingston to play, they will destroy us so we have to be energetic 
and stop them passing the ball around us.” 
Defender Murray Henderson and striker Stuart McColm return to Knox’s 
squad with Scott McManus absent because of ankle problems. 
 
Livingston won praise for their showing against Dundee in the Active 
Nation Scottish Cup on Wednesday night with Almondvale Manager Gary 
Bollan saying, “They should get credit as they deserved it for a good 
performance but we didn’t win so we will just have to get on with things. 
The last time we played at Stranraer we were three up by half time and 
another start like that would be very welcome.” 
Defender Jonny Brown is suspended however, recent signing, winger 
Bobby Barr, is in line for his debut after missing out against Jocky Scott’s 
side because he was cup tied. 



 

 
 
 

 HOME AWAY  

 
P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

Livingston 16 6 1 1 16 6 5 0 3 16 7 19 34 

East Stirlingshire 16 5 2 1 11 7 5 0 3 10 11 3 32 

Berwick Rangers 17 7 1 2 12 4 2 2 3 12 12 8 30 

Forfar Athletic 16 3 3 1 15 10 4 2 3 11 9 7 26 

Albion Rovers 16 3 4 1 8 4 2 4 2 6 7 3 23 

Queen's Park 18 3 2 4 10 12 3 2 4 8 10 -4 22 

Annan Athletic 16 4 1 2 7 4 1 4 4 6 10 -1 20 

Stranraer 17 3 2 4 10 13 2 2 4 9 13 -7 19 

Elgin City 16 0 2 5 6 17 3 4 2 15 11 -7 15 

Montrose 18 0 4 6 9 20 0 2 6 4 14 -21 6 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL 
 

16 
 

270 
 
 

TEAM CARD COUNT 
 

 Team Yellow Red 

Montrose  37 3 

Stranraer 32 1 

Berwick Rangers 31 1 

Elgin city 29 3 

Queen's Park 29 3 

Forfar Athletic 25 1 

Livingston 24 2 

East Stirlingshire 21 1 

Annan Athletic 21 1 

Albion Rovers 21 - 
 
 

PLAYER CARD COUNT 
 

Player Team Yellow Red 

Barry Douglas Queen's Park 7 - 

Elliot Smith Berwick Rangers 7 - 

Michael Moore Stranraer 6 - 

Murray Henderson Stranraer 5 1 

Stuart Callaghan Berwick Rangers 5 1 

Chris Templeman Forfar Athletic 5 - 

Giuseppe Capuano Queen's Park 5 - 

Hugh Davidson Montrose 5 - 

Michael O'Byrne Albion Rovers 5 - 

Barry Douglas Queen's Park 7 - 

 
 

ATTENDANCES 
 

Team High Low Average 

Albion Rovers 613 225 372 

Annan Athletic 647 416 507 

Berwick Rangers 608 366 456 

East Stirlingshire 567 345 400 

Elgin City 615 449 516 

Forfar Athletic 613 410 480 

Livingston 1267 632 878 

Montrose 548 250 358 

Queen’s Park 620 376 548 

Stranraer 347 205 264 

 
 

LEADING GOALSCORERS  
 

Player Team Goals 

Ross Campbell Forfar Athletic 10 

Craig Gunn Elgin City 9 

Andrew Halliday Livingston 7 

Andrew Rodgers East Stirlingshire 6 

Alan Brazil Berwick Rangers 5 

Michael Moore Stranraer 5 

Robert Winters Livingston 5 

Simon Lynch East Stirlingshire 5 

Barry Douglas Queen's Park 4 

Bryan Gilfillan Annan Athletic 4 
 
 

SEASON GOAL COUNTER 
 

TOTAL GOALS…………….201 

HOME TEAMS…….…104 AWAY TEAMS….……97 

 
 
 



 

 


