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Dundee 19 40
Queen of the South 18 32 he IRN-BRU SFL New Year fixtures may have taken a d ent from the winter freeze
Ross County 18 32 however, it looks like there will be games on Satur  day, Sunday and Monday to
Partick Thistle 18 29 welcome in the new decade. Undersoiliheating should see healthy crowds gather
Inverness Caledonian Thistle 19 >8 on .Saturday at East End Park for the Fife Qerby bet. ween Dunfermlme; Athletic and
Dunfermiine Athletic 18 26 Raith Rovers and at the Tglloch Qaledoman Stadium for the all Highland clash
Raith Rovers 17 >3 between Inverness (;alegioman Th|stle and Ross Count Y. However, both matches
Horton 15 e are subject to early pitch inspections on Saturday morning.
Ayr United 17 12 The Pars played out a goalless draw on their last outing on 19th
Airdrie United 18 8 December against Caley Thistle and they will be out to grab the three
IRN BRU Second Division | Pld | Pts points required to keep themselves in amongst the pack of clubs
Cowdenbeath 17 34 chasing leaders Dundee. Jim Mcintyre (right) and John McGlynn's
Stirling Albion 17 32 sides have won a derby game each this season and the clubs have
Alloa Athletic 17 28 agreed that cash gates will now be open to help fans, who have not
Brechin City 17 26 been able to purchase tickets because of the inclement weather this
Dumbarton 17 22 week, get to the game. Goalkeeper Greg Fleming will return between
Peterhead 17 21 the sticks for the home side although midfielders Stephen Glass and
Stenhousemuir 17 20 Scott Muirhead are expected to miss out through injury with the
East Fife 17 20 Kirkcaldy men missing the suspended Dougie Hill.
Arbroath 17 16 ) . . . L
Clyde 17 15 Inverrjess go looking for revenge after losing the two League meetings against thglr nelghbogrg so
- o far this season although Terry Butcher's men did triumph over Derek Adams’ side in the Semi-Final
_lRN BRU Third Division Pld | Pts of The ALBA Challenge Cup. Former County defender Stuart Golabek will miss out against his old
Livingston 16 34 side through injury with County defender Daniel Moore also absent because of a knock. A win for
East Stirlingshire 16 32 County would reduce Dundee’s lead to five points for 24 hours at least, with a game in hand,
Berwick Rangers 16 | 30 whereas a three point haul for Caley would see them move to a point behind their visitors from over
Forfar Athletic 16 26 the Kessock Bridge.
Albion Rovers 16 23
Annan Athletic 16 20 On Sunday, top of the table Dundee will look to make it fourteen League games in a row without
Queen's Park 17 19 defeat as they take on bottom of the table Airdrie United at Dens Park after the clubs agreed to
Stranraer 16 16 switch their League fixture from frozen Lanarkshire. This match will also have a precautionary pitch
Elgin City 16 15 inspection on Sunday morning at 10.00am and Dark Blues creative midfielder Gary Harkins is
Montrose 17 6 banned after his sending off at Inverness last weekend with counterpart Alan Trouten missing from
Saturday 2 nd January 2010 The Diamonds line-up after his red card on 19th December at Ross County. The first game between
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION the sides was drawn 1-1 at the end of August with Dundee winning the next encounter 2-1 at Dens
Dunfermline Athletic v Raith Rovers Park with Sean Higgins netting a double after John Baird had put Kenny Black’s side ahead.
(Pitch Inspection — Saturday 10.00am) ) . . ) ) ) .
Inverness CT v Ross County Live SFL football on television returns on MonFJay night _Wlth BBC A!_BA bea_mlpg the Partick Thistle
(Pitch Inspection — Saturday 9.30am) and Morton clash around the world from Firhill. Partick, who will be missing defender Martyn
IRN-BRU SFEL THIRD DIVISION Corrigan with a broken thumb, hold the upper hand this season on their Greenock opponents having
Berwick Rangers v Livingston segured 5-0 ar)d a 2-0 w@ns. Morton, without a pqint in _three games, could welcome back midfield
(Pitch Inspection — Saturday 9.30am) pair Allan Jenkins and Neil Macfarlane although striker lain Russell is a doubt.

Montrose v Forfar Athletic
(Pitch Inspection — Thursday 2.00pm)
Queen’s Park v Albion Rovers
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION
Queen of the South v Ayr United B
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION
Alloa Athletic v Stirling Albion

| Queen’s Park will host Albion Rovers at the National

Stadium with both sides looking for the three points that
would boost their chances of moving into Play-Off
contention. Gardner Speirs’ side won at Hampden two
weeks ago against Montrose when former Rovers’ player
Martin McBride scored two fine goals from distance in a
3-2 win. Rovers, who have not picked up all the points
their outfield play has deserved this season, will be

Arbroath v Brechin City | — . : g
Cowdenbeath v Clyde l hoping that striker Marc Pollock can repeat his
Dumbarton v Stenhousemuir goalscoring feat from September when he scored the
Peterhead v East Fife only goal of the game in Glasgow to take all three points

IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION back to Coatbridge. The Spiders gained revenge for that defeat when substitute Chris Hamilton hit
East Stirlingshire v Elgin City the winner at Cliftonhill when the sides met again in October.

Stranraer v Annan Athletic
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION
Dundee v Airdrie United
(Pitch Inspection — Sunday 10.00am)
MONDAY 4th JANUARY 2010

Q)

IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION Keep up-to-date with all of the latest Scottish Foo  tball League information at
Partick Thistle v Morton — Live BBC ALBA www.scottishfootballleague.com
Kick-Off 7.45 pm :
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Mid-Season Reflections

ogmanay is a time for reflection and former player and Manager turned pundit, Des McKeown
H (right), was delighted to give The Co-operative Ins  urance League Insider the lowdown of how the
thirty SFL clubs have performed so far this season.

McKeown is expertly placed to gauge how the teams are faring, having started his football career as a left back at
Celtic before deciding to amalgamate the knowledge gained from a Business Degree with a part-time playing
career. That career took in Airdrieonians, Albion Rovers, Queen of the South, where McKeown played in the Final
of the Challenge Cup in November 1997, Partick Thistle, Queen of the South for a second time and finally
Stenhousemuir.

The now 39-year-old documented life as a part-time player in Scotland in 2001 when his book entitled, Don’t Give
Up the Day Job: A Year in the Life of a Part-time Footballer, was published.

McKeown'’s final involvement in an official capacity with a football club came as Manager of Stenhousemuir where his side narrowly lost out 1-0 in the Third
Division promotion Play-Offs to Berwick Rangers in season 2005/06.

These days, McKeown'’s involvement in football is still a process of amalgamation, as he combines work with BBC
Scotland both on radio television as well as writing a weekly column for The Scottish Sun, along with his main job
PrOfeSSional as Sales Director of Business Stationery Suppliers - Professional Office Supplies - who are based less than three

aa miles from where McKeown started his career with Celtic
Offlce SUPPIIBS McKeown said, “As a strong supporter of The Scottish Football League, | was delighted to be asked to provide my
views on how things are going just now.

IRN-BRU SFL First Division
Position GD Pts

PUNDEE ——————

The big spending League favourites are in poll position to climb back into the SPL and that is primarily due to their high profile summer captures —
Leigh Griffiths and Gary Harkins — producing the goods. That only goes to prove that it's one thing to have money, but another to use it wisely. With
18 of Dundee’s 29 League goals coming from this pairing, it's safe to say they’ve been a good investment.

| expect Jocky’s boys to add the First Division title to The ALBA Challenge Cup.

Position Pts

UEEN OF THE SOUTH
2 __“___

Gordon Chisholm’s side started the season strongly but, just like last season, hit the skids once they climbed to the top of the table. Defeats to
Morton and Raith Rovers in October had the alarm bells ringing but the Palmerston side bounced back with a good run of results until Airdrie United
battered them in the Scottish Cup.

Injuries and suspensions have played their part in the unpredictable sequence of result recently which suggests the transfer window will be really
important if Queens are to play a part in the title race.

Position Pts

ROSS COUNTY
__“__“

The Dingwall side have been excellent this season and their results have them well in contention for the title. However, the fact that three of their
four defeats have come against Dundee and Queen of the South, and the number of goals they've conceded, suggests that they might just come up
short this time out.

Derek Adams has his side playing good football and scoring plenty of goals though, so the County fans can’t be too despondent if they don't finish
the season being promoted into the SPL.

Position Pts

PARTICK THISTLE ——-_———

lan McCall continues to work wonders with the Jags considering the loss of key players in the summer. Thistle’s home form gave them the base to
build on and it was only at the end of October that they conceded their first goal and lost their first points at Firhill.

Two defeats to Dundee might be ominous when considering the Jags as serious title contenders but, if the Manager can work some of his magic in
the transfer window, they could still cause an upset.

Position Pts

INVERNESS CALEDONIAN TH. —————-_

If Terry Butcher’s side can sort out their home form, they could still push for a shot at the title. Their three League wins at the Caledonian Stadium
came in their last three matches before Dundee came calling there so the signs are good.

With a return of 16 points on the road, Inverness have shown that they are a match for anyone in the division and they must try to put a run of results
together if they are to bounce straight back up to the SPL.

There might already be too big a gap to Dundee.
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Position

DUNFERMLINE ATHLETIC
-____“_

The Pars are looking at another season where they’re just going to come up short, and that is entirely down to how they started the campaign.
With a horrific run of results in September, it took a win over Ayr United in October to finally get Jim Mcintyre’s side motoring.

They have built up a head of steam since then although they may look back on five draws in the last ten games as the reason they are just on the
fringes of the title race.

Position

RAITH ROVERS
__-_-_

Raith’s return to the First Division couldn’t have started any better with 15 points from the first quarter. However, with only eight points so far from
this one, it would suggest that the early season adrenalin has started to diminish and results are harder to come by.

In truth, the Kirkcaldy fans should be delighted with their performance so far and mid-table security would be a massive achievement for them.

Position Pts

MORTON
“__“__

After a shocking start to the season, the appointment of James Grady and Allan McManus seemed to have kick-started the Cappielow club.

However, the big, powerful squad assembled by David Irons are going to need to show all their fighting abilities to stay in the division and, the
cup game against Celtic might just give Grady some money to strengthen in the transfer window.

He may need to, given their goals against tally and their three League defeats in December.

Position P W GD Pts

Brian Reid’s First Division newcomers’ problems are clear for all to see. The Honest Men haven’t won on their travels yet, don’t score enough
goals and concede too many at the other end.

AYR UNITED

But, the fact that they’re not cut adrift from Morton gives them something to fight for.

With six draws amongst their results, it shows that they’re not too far off picking up more points that might just push them towards safety.

Position
AIRDRIE UNITED

United’s late promotion to the First Division might be the worst thing that could have happened to them from a footballing perspective.

With a squad that was basically in place to compete in the Second Division, they have struggled and need to turn things around very quickly if
they are to survive.

With only one League win to date, there is plenty of room for improvement.

IRN-BRU SFL Second Division

Position

COWDENBEATH

After only one win in their first seven games of the season, most would have thought that Danny Lennon’s newly promoted side would struggle in
the Second Division.

However, a run of form since the end of August that any club would be happy with has left them clear at the top — 31 points from a possible 39 -
with eight clean sheets along the way. That's the form of Champions.

Position
STIRLING ALBION

Allan Moore has once again built a squad that is challenging for the title and after leading the division early in the season, they now play the role
of the nearest challengers to Cowdenbeath.

If The Binos can sort out their home form, only one win in the last six League games and a total of 14 points from a possible 27, then they might
end up top of the pile.

Position

ALLOA ATHLETIC
__“___

Allan Maitland’s side will need to score more goals if they’re going to push for the flag.

There’s no doubt that The Wasps are a decent side and that they’ll feature in the Play-Offs, but their ‘goals for’ total is the problem — 19 goals
from 17 games is well short of title challenging statistics and everyone at the Recs will know it.




Position

BRECHIN CITY
______

Jim Duffy would be pulling his hair out if he had any left with the inconsistency of his side - 20 points from 24 at home is phenomenal; 6 from 27
on the road is far from good enough.

If the Glebe Park side are to push for a Play-Off place, they'll need to sort that out and Duff will need other players, other than Rory McAllister
and Charlie King who have scored 17 of the club’s 23 League goals, to chip in with a few goals.

Position

DUMBARTON
__-___

Jim Chapman'’s side are nicely placed to make a late run for the Play-Offs and they'll be looking to make their home ground a harder place to visit
—they've only scored 8 goals at the Strathclyde Homes Stadium but conceded 15.

On the other hand, if they can continue their fine away form during the second half of the season, they will more than comfortably consolidate
their position as a Second Division club.

Position

PETERHEAD
n—n—n—

Four League defeats on the bounce has really put a question mark over the Blue Toon’s Play-Off credentials and totally destroyed any ideas they
had of the title.

18 goals scored in 17 games will be a concern for Manager Neale Cooper - but not as much as the 25 conceded.

Position

STENHOUSEMUIR
______

With four draws in their first five League games of the season, Stenny showed that they were always going to be a side that can match any of the
other clubs on their day.

However, John Coughlin’s team have yet to win two games on the spin and it's that kind of inconsistency that might stop The Warriors from
making it into the Play-Offs.

Position

EAST FIFE
“_____

East Fife is another club who haven’'t managed to get victories back-to-back and, until they do, they’ll always be looking over their shoulder rather
than towards the Play-Offs.

Paul McManus has shown that he still knows the way to goal with 10 goals in 14 appearances but he'll need his team-mates to chip in with a few
goals if The Fifers are to comfortably stay in the division.

Position

ARBROATH
n———n—

Gayfield was always a ground | found difficult to get a result at but that doesn’t seem to be the case these days. In eight home games, The Red
Lichties have only taken four points and it's no wonder that they find themselves in deep trouble.

The equation is simple, Jim Weir’s side don't score enough goals and concede far too many at the other end.

Position

After a summer of restructuring and behind the scenes upheaval, “Cowboy” McCormack’s young side have shown exactly what you would expect
this season — inconsistency.

With two of their four wins have coming against Arbroath, The Bully Wee need to replicate that form against the other sides to prevent back to
back relegations.

IRN-BRU SFL Third Division

Position

LIVINGSTON
______

Gary Bollan’s League leaders have responded to their move from the First Division in exactly the correct manner by going about their business
professionally and efficiently.

An unbeaten run of ten games between October and the middle of December has provided the platform to build a head of steam that will be
difficult to halt in their pursuit of the title and the first step back to the First Division.




Position

EAST STIRLINGSHIRE

The Shire have continued to build on the momentum they created last season and have pushed themselves right in the promotion mix.

Four wins in their last four games proves that they’re not going to allow Livingston out of their sights without a fight and that is exactly the kind of
consistency that will be needed to topple the Aimondvale club.

BERWICK RANGERS

Jimmy Crease continues to work miracles at Shielfield and, although an unbeaten run of six games was halted recently by East Stirling, he’ll be
confident that his side will have enough about them to secure a Play-Off place.

If they can show the same consistency on their travels as they have at home, then they might still be potential Champions.

FORFAR ATHLETIC

Every time you think Dick Campbell’s side are about to burst into the title race, they seem to suffer an unexpected defeat that puts the brakes on
their charge.

Now that they are unbeaten in their last four games, with their last outing a victory over Livingston, he’ll be hoping that this is not another false
dawn. If itis, time is running out for them to finish top of the pile.

Position

ALBION ROVERS

Paul Martin’s side suffered their first League defeat in mid-October and have only experienced another two since — the same number of losses
that leaders Livingston have had.

Unfortunately for The Wee Rovers, too many draws have stopped them from mounting a serious title challenge and, even at this stage; the gap
of 11 points to the summit might be too much to make up.

Position

ANNAN ATHLETIC

Annan’s second season in the SFL looks as if it's likely to be very similar to their first — a respectable mid-table finish with signs that there is
something to build on.

However, if they're going to push for a Play-Off place, they need to pick up more victories on their travels - one win in nine attempts isn’t a good
enough return if they're serious about trying to push for promotion.

Position
QUEEN'’S PARK

| fully expected Queen'’s to be challenging at the top of the pile this season and it's clear as to why they're not — they simply can’t seem to put
together a run of victories to build any confidence.

Only once this season, in mid October, have they managed to win back to back and, until they win three or four games in succession,they will be
on the outside of the Play-Off places looking in.

Position P GD Pts

w D L

Five points from a possible 21 in seven away games, without scoring in four of them and netting only four goals in the other three, shows
Stranraer’s Achilles’ heel this season.

Gaffer Keith Knox will want to see some improvement between now and the end of the season as he builds for next term and a higher finish.

Position P W D L GD Pts

ELGIN CITY

Incredibly, Ross Jack’s side are still looking for their first home victory of the season — taking only two points from 21 at Borough Briggs, scoring
only six times while conceding 17.

However, on the road they've amassed 13 points and scored 15 — with only Livingston scoring more on their travels. Some consistency over the
second half of the season might claw back a few of the sides above them.

Position
MONTROSE

11
No victories, only nine goals scored and 20 conceded sums up a nightmare season for The Gable Endies.

Gaffer Steven Tweed is finding out just how tough management can be and he’ll be looking to use the second half of the season to build his
knowledge of his own players, opponents and the League in general ahead of rebuilding in the summer to give a better account of themselves
next season.




Historical Passport

n last week’s edition of The Co-operative Insurance League Insider, we spoke to John Litster, Editor o  f Programme Monthly
and Football Collectable, to gain an insight into the history of the match p rogramme in Scottish football. This week’s issue of
The League Insider speaks to Litster again and look s at another of his interests, that of investigatin g the heritage of the
game in Scotland and we discover how he would be th e perfect person to have in your quiz team.

To understand Scottish football’s rich heritage, The League Insider first gained an understanding of where Litster's passion
for the game comes from. Kirkcaldy born and bred, he explained, “I am a fourth generation Raith Rovers’ fan and | ended
up with a degree in History and combined these two areas of my life.”

“I was Editor of the Raith Rovers match programme back in the 1980s and, of course, in 1983 the club were 100 years old. |
researched the history of the club as a hobby and made a gift to the club of a Centenary Book.

“My role at Rovers grew from there and | started helping out with other aspects of the club, doing things on a part time
voluntary basis.”

Litster was working as an Accountant at that time however, his passion was undoubtedly football and he finally took the
plunge and entered the football profession on a full-time basis in December, 1989 explaining, “I may have been an
Accountant but | was an unhappy one. A job came up at St. Johnstone as a General Manager. They needed someone with
financial experience, as well as an understanding of the business of football, and it seemed the perfect fit for me.”

“The club had just moved from Muirton Park (below left) to the new multi-purpose facility at McDiarmid Park (below right) and virtually overnight, had
changed from a football club which concentrated solely on team matters to a football club with numerous facilities being used on a daily basis including an
astroturf pitch adjacent to the stadium in much demand by the local population as well as conference facilities that were also in demand seven days a
week.

“The club was also promoted to the Premier Division during my first season there with great crowds coming to see them. | did four years there and really
enjoyed it and apart from the on the field memories, | was also the person that came between our tea-lady Aggie Moffat and Graeme Souness when they
had a very memorable disagreement!”

Litster ended his tenure at Perth in 1993 and was enjoying time out of the game when a call came from a familiar place. He explained, “Three months after
| left St. Johnstone, there was a bit of in-fighting at Raith Rovers and basically, the club imploded. | was asked to join the Board and with my own and my
family’s history with the club, | could not turn it down.”

It turned out to be a great time to be involved with the Kirkcaldy club as they won The Coca-Cola Cup when they defeated Celtic in a penalty shoot-out at
Ibrox in November, 1994 after a thrilling 2-2 draw and they also completed the League and Cup Double at the end of that particular season in a nailbiting
final day at Firhill when a goalless draw against Hamilton Academical (who at that time, groundshared at Firhill) secured the First Division Championship.

The Ibrox Cup Final still burns brightly in Litster's memory although he freely admits that he was expecting a different outcome. He commented, “We were
2-1 down with only a few minutes remaining and as a Director, | was thinking about what | was going to have to say to the Celtic Directors to congratulate
them, when Gordon Dalziel popped up to score an equaliser. Extra-time was a bit of a siege but when it came to the penalty shoot-out, | knew we would
win.”



“When Scott Thomson saved Paul McStay’s penalty (above left), | said words to the effect, ‘Oh my goodness, we are in Europe now.’ It was the second last
season that clubs entered Europe by winning the League Cup and when you consider that in Raith Rovers’ history, we had only ever been to one Scottish
Cup Final in 1913 and one other League Cup Final in 1949, you get a sense of that achievement.”

Litster, who has a personal collection of over 40,000 programmes, has given pride of place to one from that
special day saying, “There was a Dinner organised after the Cup Final and | ensured that everyone involved in
that game autographed my programme.”

Litster's knowledge however, goes beyond Raith Rovers and back in 1982, he started producing a quarterly
magazine entitled The Scottish Football Historian. Litster describes the quarterly publication as “being one that
is read by die hard historians of Scottish football.”

There have now been 112 editions of The Scottish Football Historian magazine with Litster adding, “The content
tends to be contributed articles that will have been triggered by something sparking off an interest in an
historian’s mind. For example, the four Jacobs’ brothers at Livingston just now will no doubt be triggering
research into similar situations.

“We also publish obituaries on players that do not always get the attention from the national press particularly if
they never played for the Old Firm or Scotland. Motherwell's 1952 Scottish Cup winning captain, Willie
Kilmarnock, is someone we have written about in great depth recently for example.”

Being seen as the pivotal person in supplying historical information can lead to strange requests with Litster
being contacted by national newspapers to ascertain if certain situations are indeed unique or could they have
possibly have happened before.

He explained, “There was going to be a situation when both sides in a Rangers and Motherwell game were expected to have a goalkeeper of the same
name, Graeme Smith, playing for them, and | was asked if that had ever happened before.”

It turned out that it had back in the 1950s with Litster explaining, “There was a goalkeeper Willie Miller that played
for Celtic, Clyde and Hibs and he once played at Love Street for Celtic where another Willie Miller, who was
usually the reserve goalkeeper for St. Mirren, took the field as well. Of course, in more recent times, Willie Miller
of Aberdeen and Willie Miller of Hibs faced each other, but that is the only time goalkeepers of the same name
faced each other. The game which would have involved the two Graeme Smiths never happened so the situation
that occurred back in the fifties remains the only one of its kind until this day.”

Obtaining such detailed information is the perfect task for a historian with Litster explaining, “There was an
English publication in 1980 which provided summary details of everyone that has played in English League
football since the Second World War. | wanted to copy that, but do it better for Scottish League football.”

Litster explained what was involved in doing a superior publication, “I wanted to make it more than a list, and |
wanted to do it team by team, player by player, line by line. | also wanted to include cup ties, something the
English version did not cover.”

Covering cup ties is important as it can change dramatically the number of games participated by a player with
Litster commenting, “The League Cup for many years was played on a sectional basis before moving on to
knockout rounds meaning that clubs would play a minimum of six League Cup ties each season and, of course,
the number of matches that a player played would increase the longer his club progressed in the competition.”



Litster's work was completed on a CD-Rom some ten years ago and his plans to do no more than issue
an update every two years from official SFL team lines did not last long, as the popular Scottish Football
League publication, The Scottish Football League Review, was discontinued after the 2005/06 edition and
he found an itch that was hard not to scratch. Furthermore, after saying that he would not tackle the pre-
Second World War records, Litster found himself doing so after finding a flaw in the records when he was
investigating a query.

He explained, “I was investigating a pre-Second World War player with Rangers called RC Hamilton and
discovered the order of clubs he played for had been recorded incorrectly. He had moved from Rangers to
Hearts to Dundee to Morton however, it had been recorded as Rangers, Morton, Hearts and then
Dundee. That got me thinking about updating the pre-Second World War records although | knew it would
be a huge undertaking.”

The work involved saw Litster start working from 120-year-old paper records with little supporting
information available. He explained, “From 1901 to 1914 there was nothing published in the National
Press for the Second Division in terms of results and goalscorers. That involved going to local libraries
and checking match reports but they were not a very accurate source of records.

“Games would finish in the dark and also there was no numbers to identify goalscorers and the most
popular record of goalscoring was a “scrimmage” with the newspapers reporting, ‘A scrimmage saw the
ball forced into the goal.’

After lengthy research however, a CD-Rom of the registration details of all players from 1893 to 1946 is
now available with Litster continuing his work to provide more detailed information with regular trips taking
place to check and verify records at The Scottish Football Museum at Hampden.

Last year, Litster updated the Raith Rovers’ history to coincide with the club celebrating its 125" anniversary by writing a detailed 384 page book entitled
Always Next Season — 125 Years of Raith Rovers Football Club 1883-2008. The title was particularly appropriate as the Stark’s Park club went on to win
the Second Division Championship last season.

Being so versed in history, it seemed only right to ask Litster what is his most
important historical item and surprisingly, it is his old Passport. He explained, “When
Raith Rovers played in Europe in season 1995/96, | made sure | got my Passport
stamped for our away games. The Faroe Islands and Iceland was not a problem when
we came against Gotu Itrottarfelag and Akranes.

“However, the Bayern Munich game (left) was a bit different. German border control
was used to dealing with football teams and they just waved us through but | got it
stamped on the way back to complete a fairly unique set.

“My Passport has since been renewed and | went into deep discussion with the
Passport Office over why | needed it back and, thankfully, | did get it returned and that
is my pride and joy.”

Asked if there was anything he would love to own but has been unable to secure
so far, Litster replied, “It would have to be Rovers related and probably a medal
from the 1913 Scottish Cup Final would be great.

“There is no guarantee that a medal was actually produced for the losers at that
time and | have never seen record of one but if such a medal exists, that would
be fantastic to own.

“Even the 1949 League Cup team only got medals as a result of the generosity of
the Directors as medals were not provided by the League.”

For further information on Programme Monthly and Fo otball

Collectable, log on to their website www.pmfc.co.uk
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Star-Studded Attraction

ast week The Co-operative Insurance League Insider

provided details of The Scottish Football Museum, f  ocusing on the first two sections

of the Hampden showpiece that was opened in May, 20  01. Scotland created a world first when it launched a National Football Museum

back in 1994 at the Museum of Transport in Glasgow,

before it moved to its present home when the Natio  nal Stadium was redeveloped.

The Museum, which holds over 45,000 items in its collection with over 2,000 on display at any
time, is split into five sections running in chronological order and last week, Curator Richard
McBrearty (left) talked about the early history section spanning 1867-1902 and the role
Queen’s Park had in the early days of organised football and the impact that two World Wars
had on an otherwise boom time in Scottish football between 1903-1945.

In this week’s edition, we will look at the remaining three sections, starting with the period
1945-1966, which covers the launch of European football, the next section which starts in
1967 and ends in 1979 with hugely significant wins for Celtic, Scotland and Rangers detailed
during this period, with the final section bringing Scottish football up to date from its 1980 start
point.

McBrearty takes up the story, “European football started in earnest in 1955 with Hibs being
Scotland’s first entrant in the European Cup. It was a vastly different proposition to what it is
now and Hibs were not even Scottish Champions when they took part as Aberdeen had won

the League in season 1954/55.”

“It was a time when Scottish clubs stood tall in Europe, Dunfermline and Kilmarnock had great European runs and Celtic won the European Cup in 1967.
Rangers were in the first ever Cup Winners’ Cup Final in 1961 when they lost 4-1 to Florentina in the only Final of that competition which was played over
two legs. In season 1966/67, Rangers got to the Final again going down after extra-time 1-0 to Bayern Munich in Nuremburg.”

The next section in the museum from 1967 to 1979 builds on this promising start to European football focusing on a glorious age for Scotland at club and
international level. McBrearty adds, “Celtic won the European Cup against Inter Milan in Lisbon in May, 1967 and that merits particular attention in this
section. Of course, 1967 was also the year that Scotland crowned themselves the ‘Unofficial Champions of the World’ and that has great focus as well.”

McBrearty explained how the nation earned that title advising, “England had won the
World Cup in 1966 and Scotland were the first team to beat them since they had
defeated West Germany 4-2 in the World Cup Final. It was a team full of wonderful
players including Jim Baxter and Denis Law (right) as we beat England 3-2 in a British
Home Championship match at Wembley in April, 1967. Being the proud nation that we
are, we felt it was only right that we became ‘World Champions’ as a result!”

In amongst all the smiles from Portugal and England, there is also the sad tale of the
demise of one of The Scottish Football League’s founder members, Third Lanark, who
were based little more than a big punt up the park from Hampden at Cathkin Park. The
death of the club is featured in the museum with McBrearty advising, “It is quite
remarkable to think that in amongst all the great times that were happening for
Scottish football in 1967, Third’s were dropping out of the game.

“We have shirts belonging to Third Lanark (below) and we look at the tragic reasons
that the club ended as well. It was a major talking point at the time and | am sure older
visitors to the museum will remember the story of this once proud club.”

Speaking of tragedy, the museum does feature Scotland’'s World Cup campaigns of 1974 and 1978 with a ticket from the ill-fated and ill thought out
‘Argentina — Here We Come’ send-off at Hampden in May, 1978 on display alongside some of the many souvenirs produced to mark Scotland’s supposed
procession to ‘World Cup glory’. Things never quite turned out that way however, the museum has created a fantastic way to celebrate the Argentina affair

by letting fans walk in the footsteps of the greatest goal scored by a Scotland player.

McBrearty explained, “The one bright spot of the time in South
America was the 3-2 win over Holland and in particular, Archie
Gemmill's goal that made it 3-1 when he skipped past three
Dutch defenders before curling the ball past the Dutch
goalkeeper.

“We have built a 3-D life sized model of it that allows you to
dart along the same path Archie Gemmill (right) did before
slotting home.”

“We always refer to it as the greatest goal ever scored by a
Scotsman although James McFadden may have something to
say about that after his recent goals against France and
Macedonia.”



The section from 1980 to the present day begins by looking at the impact that the New Firm of
Aberdeen and Dundee United had at that time. Both clubs have jerseys and medals on
display from their frequent visits to Cup Finals with McBrearty saying, “These two clubs really
spiced up Scottish football during the 1980s and were both managed by fantastic managers.

“Sir Alex Ferguson, of course, moved on from Aberdeen to even more success with
Manchester United and you cannot play down the impact that Jim McLean had at Tannadice,
taking them to the Premier Division title in season 1982/83.”

As financial troubles began to hit clubs during the 1990s, the museum has items from the
successful, ‘Save the Jags’ and ‘Back the Bairns’ campaigns as well as material from clubs
that were not so fortunate and ended up going under or being re-born under a different name.

The museum boasts two huge pieces of Hampden heritage that were well used during this
period as McBrearty's team ensured during the redevelopment of the National Stadium that
two famous pieces of the old stadium were maintained.

McBrearty commented, “In this section, we have a fully laid out dressing room from Hampden before the bulldozers moved in and we also have the old
Press Box that used to sit on top of the Main Stand. It always looked that it was set to slope down and off the roof of that stand and visitors can get a real
feel for what the facilities were until fairly recently.”

“The Press Box pre-dates this section and has windows that could easily open inwards to allow carrier pigeons to be released to fly back to newspaper
offices with the latest updates from major games.”

Asked what the most valuable item at Hampden was, McBrearty
quickly advised, “The Scottish Cup (left), in simple terms, is priceless. It
is the oldest football trophy in the world and for that reason alone, you
cannot put a price on it. It only gets out for a few minutes every year to
be presented to the winners and then it goes back into its glass case
with the Scottish Cup winners receiving a replica.”

“Queen’s Park also have a chain of office that is worth seeing as it
contains a medal from every trophy winning side that they have had
and it only gets out for a few occasions a year on club business.”

As well as being the Curator, McBrearty can speak about football from
a player's point of view having been a part-time professional with
Hamilton Academical for two seasons although he modestly admits
that he was an ‘average player in a reasonable reserve team.’

He says that he was a right sided attacker and has a medal to show for
his time at the old Douglas Park, although it is not on display in the
museum as he was a member of the Accies reserve side that lost in
the Final of the 1993 Reserve League Cup 3-1 to Rangers. The
Curator jokes, “It is very much a prized possession for me but such is
the quality of exhibits it does not go on display!”

“Scotland Under-21 Manager Billy Stark was my Coach in my first season at Hamilton and we see each other at Hampden now and again and talk about
what might have been in terms of my football career.”

McBrearty’s team-mates that night included the long serving Gary Clark and
Jim Sherry with men of many club’s Paul McKenzie and Colin Cramb also
donning red and white colours for the Final. Rangers had current Ayr United
boss Brian Reid in their line-up alongside Player/Coach John McGregor,
goalkeeper Colin Scott and the experienced Davie Dodds. The then youthful
duo of Charlie Miller and David Hagen were also in the Ibrox club’s ranks.

McBrearty came on as a substitute in the match where falling snow was
beginning to be a hazard although it was played in the middle of May with SFL
Operations Director David Thomson advising, “The game was tied at 1-1 after
90 minutes and went to extra-time with John Rowbotham in charge before he
became a Grade One official.

“There was a crowd of 1,418 at the game including former League secretary
Peter Donald and myself and everyone sat at the old Hamilton ground
shivering.

“The League season ended two days later in brilliant sunshine and Peter and
myself moved from freezing at a game two days earlier to sweating at the next
one!”



Other footballing figures have copied McBrearty’s move from the playing field to the museum although their stay has not
been so long. McBrearty explained, “Quite often when Scotland squad'’s gather at Hampden, you will get some players
coming in for a look. Darren Fletcher (right) popped in recently and was shown round and we also conducted a private
tour for Gordon Strachan not long after he started as Celtic Manager. It was quite special for him as one of his Aberdeen
tops is on display in the 1980 and onwards section.”

It is not just from the world of football that household names visit the museum with singer Robbie Williams also receiving
a tour prior to taking the pitch for a concert at the National Stadium. McBrearty added, “We get a lot of famous people in
amongst our annual 50,000 visitors but the best place to spot them tends to be in the Museum Café which is free to go
into and sits just outside us on the second floor at Hampden.”

“It is the only place at Hampden where you can go for something to
eat so quite often you will see SFA Chief Executive Gordon Smith
(left) in there along with major figures in the game as well as players.

“It can be a bit star-studded for our visitors to have seen all this
history and then step out and see some of the people that have
featured in the museum or the Hall of Fame.”

McBrearty was asked what the future plans for the museum are and he advised that one of the goals is
to start allowing free entry. McBrearty explained, “At the moment, we are an independent museum and
therefore, have to charge an entry fee to cover us for the running of the building and the staff's wages.

“We have a team of about twenty people here that get wonderful reviews from our visitors but we do not
get any Government funding to help with the cost.

“The Trustees would like us to move to a free entry programme similar to other museums but that requires a change in the funding we receive. We receive
great support from the SFA but we reckon we could move that 50,000 visitor figure to between 150,000 and 200,000 visitors per year by having free entry.”

“Up until 14th May, 2010, | am delighted to say that Under-16s
will get in free under a sponsorship deal with the SFA and the
125th anniversary of the Scottish Cup by bringing in a voucher
from the SFA’s website.

“Hopefully, we will see many new and old faces throughout the
coming year.”

Visitors to the museum can also go on a tour of the National
Stadium and walk out the tunnel to the sound of the famous
‘Hampden Roar’. As mentioned in last week’s edition of The
Co-operative Insurance League Insider, the museum is not
solely about football as it charts the impact of the game on
society in Scotland as well.

Please allow for three hours to browse around the many
displays at The Scottish Football Museum...... it is well worth
the visit.

For further information on The Scottish Football Mu seum, log on to their website www.scottishfootballm useum.org.uk







HOME | AWAY
P W D L F A W D L F A GD | PTS
Dundee 19 8 2 0 18 6 3 5 1 11 9 14 40
Queen of the South 18 5 2 2 15 7 4 3 2 15 10 13 32
Ross County 18 6 2 2 19 13 3 3 2 9 9 6 32
Partick Thistle 18 5 2 2 16 7 3 3 3 15 14 10 29
Inverness Caledonian Thistle | 19 3 3 3 13 12 4 4 2 16 9 8 28
Dunfermline Athletic 18 4 3 3 16 14 3 2 3 7 7 2 26
Raith Rovers 17 2 4 2 9 7 4 1 4 9 12 -1 23
Morton 18 2 0 6 7 11 3 0 7 13 26 -17 15
Ayr United 17 2 4 3 8 13 0 2 6 15 -16 12
Airdrie United 18 1 3 4 11 16 0 2 8 7 21 -19 8

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL ATTENDANCES

Team High Low Average
Airdrie United 1516 756 1145
2 8 6 Ayr United 3043 1213 1932
Dundee 5507 4121 4909
Dunfermline Athletic 6296 2280 3171
Inverness CT 5474 2780 3360
TEAM CARD COUNT Morton 2738 1716 2170
Team Yellow  Red Partick Thistle 4453 2352 3040
Raith Rovers 38 5 Queen of the South 3034 1651 2465
Ross County 36 3 Raith Rovers 6200 1247 2772
Ayr United 35 2 Ross County 5506 1752 2296
Queen of the South 33 2
Dundee 30 2
Airdrie United 27 4 LEADING GOALSCORERS
Partick Thistle 24 2 Player Team Goals
Dunfermline Athletic 24 1 Gary Harkins Dundee 10
Inverness CT 21 2 Derek Holmes Queen of the South 9
Morton 18 2 Adam Rooney Inverness CT 8
Leigh Griffiths Dundee 8
PLAYER CARD COUNT Liam Buchanan Partick Thistle 7
Player Team Yellow Red Peter Weatherson Morton 7
. . ) Richard Brittain Ross County 7
Billy Gibson Ayr United 6 -
John Baird Airdrie United 6
Steven McKenna Queen of the South 6 -
) Simon Donnelly Partick Thistle 6
Grant Murray Raith Rovers 5 1
) . . William Gibson Dunfermline Athletic 6
Kevin McDonald Airdrie United 5 -
Leigh Griffiths Dundee 5 -
Paul Paton Partick Thistle 5 - SEASON GOAL COUNTER
Richard Brittain Ross County 5 - TOTAL GOALS 238
Robert Harris Queen of the South 5 -
Rocco Quinn Queen of the South 5 - HOME TEAMS......... 132 AWAY TEAMS......... 106
William Easton Ayr United 5 -




P W D L F A W D L F A GD | PTS
Cowdenbeath 17 5 2 2 15 8 5 2 1 13 6 14 34
Stirling Albion 17 3 5 1 13 9 6 0 2 16 12 8 32
Alloa Athletic 17 4 1 3 8 9 4 3 2 11 7 3 28
Brechin City 17 6 2 0 17 7 1 3 5 6 9 7 26
Dumbarton 17 2 3 4 8 15 4 1 3 14 12 -5 22
Peterhead 17 3 3 3 11 11 3 0 5 7 14 -7 21
Stenhousemuir 17 3 2 3 8 9 2 3 4 12 10 1 20
East Fife 17 3 2 4 9 10 2 3 3 11 11 -1 20
Arbroath 17 1 1 6 9 19 3 3 3 8 10 -12 16
Clyde 17 3 0 5 6 10 1 3 5 9 13 -8 15

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL

TEAM CARD COUNT

237

Team Yellow Red
Stenhousemuir 31 1
Clyde 28 3
Peterhead 27 2
Alloa Athletic 27 1
East Fife 24 3
Dumbarton 22 3
Brechin City 24 -
Stirling Albion 19 2
Arbroath 19 2
Cowdenbeath 16 4

PLAYER CARD COUNT

Player Team Yellow Red
William Lyle Stenhousemuir 6 -
Jonathan Smart East Fife 5 1
Marc McCulloch Arbroath 5 -
Mark Brown Alloa Athletic 5 -
Robert Mann Peterhead 4 1
Alan Lithgow Clyde 4 -
Ben Gordon Dumbarton 4 -
Gary Carroll Alloa Athletic 4 -
lain Diack Stenhousemuir 4 -
John Stewart Peterhead 4 -

ATTENDANCES

Team High Low Average
Alloa Athletic 1201 394 607
Arbroath 649 328 498
Brechin City 617 375 456
Clyde 878 552 711
Cowdenbeath 739 264 392
Dumbarton 944 397 704
East Fife 803 509 633
Peterhead 571 429 507
Stenhousemuir 727 532 613
Stirling Albion 986 462 678

LEADING GOALSCORERS

Player Team Goals
Paul McManus East Fife 10
Rory McAllister Brechin City 10
Martin Grehan Stirling Albion 8
Charlie King Brechin City 7
Scott McBride Cowdenbeath 6
Willie Sawyers Clyde 6
Bryan Scott Arbroath 5
David McKenna Stirling Albion 5
David Ross Peterhead 5
Gareth Wardlaw Cowdenbeath 5

SEASON GOAL COUNTER

TOTAL GOALS

HOME TEAMS




P W D L F A W D L F A GD | PTS
Livingston 16 6 1 1 16 6 5 0 3 16 7 19 34
East Stirlingshire 16 5 2 1 11 7 5 0 3 10 11 3 32
Berwick Rangers 16 7 1 2 12 4 2 2 2 12 10 10 30
Forfar Athletic 16 3 3 1 15 10 4 2 3 11 9 7 26
Albion Rovers 16 3 4 1 8 4 2 4 2 6 7 3 23
Annan Athletic 16 4 1 2 7 4 1 4 4 6 10 -1 20
Queen's Park 17 2 2 4 8 12 3 2 4 8 10 -6 19
Stranraer 16 3 2 4 10 13 1 2 4 4 9 -8 16
Elgin City 16 0 2 5 6 17 3 4 2 15 11 -7 15
Montrose 17 0 4 5 5 15 0 2 6 4 14 | -20 6

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL

ATTENDANCES

Team High Low Average
Albion Rovers 613 225 372
265 Annan Athletic 647 416 507
Berwick Rangers 608 366 456
East Stirlingshire 567 345 400
Elgin City 615 449 516
TEAM CARD COUNT Forfar Athletic 613 410 480
Team Yellow  Red Livingston 1267 632 878
Montrose 36 3 Montrose 548 250 358
Elgin City 29 3 Queen’s Park 620 376 529
Queen's Park 29 3 Stranraer 347 205 264
Berwick Rangers 30 1
Stranraer 29 1
. LEADING GOALSCORERS
Forfar Athletic 25 1
Livingston 24 2 Player Team Goals
East Stirlingshire 21 1 Ross Campbell Forfar Athletic 10
Annan Athletic 21 1 Craig Gunn Elgin City 9
Albion Rovers 21 - Andrew Halliday Livingston 7
Andrew Rodgers East Stirlingshire 6
PLAYER CARD COUNT Alan Brazil Berwick Rangers 5
Robert Winters Livingston 5
Player Team Yellow Red - . -
Simon Lynch East Stirlingshire 5
Barry Douglas Queen's Park ’ - Bryan Gilfillan Annan Athletic 4
Elliot Smith Berwick Rangers ’ - Fraser McLaren Berwick Rangers 4
Chris Hegarty Montrose 6 1 Keaghan Jacobs Livingston 4
Michael Moore Stranraer 6 -
Murray Henderson Stranraer 5 1
; , SEASON GOAL COUNTER
Stuart Callaghan Berwick Rangers 5 1
Chris Templeman Forfar Athletic 5 - TOTAL GOALS.....cvvviiiii, 190
Giuseppe Capuano Queen's Park 5 -
Hugh Davidson Montrose 5 R HOME TEAMS............. 98 AWAY TEAMS.......... 92
Michael O'Byrne Albion Rovers 5 -







