
 

IRN BRU SFL  -  League Tables   
 

IRN BRU First Division Pld Pts 
Dundee 17 36 
Queen of the South 17 31 
Ross County 17 29 
Partick Thistle 17 28 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle 17 26 
Dunfermline Athletic 17 25 
Raith Rovers 17 23 
Morton 17 15 
Ayr United 17 12 
Airdrie United 17 8 

 
IRN BRU Second Division Pld Pts 
Cowdenbeath 17 34 
Stirling Albion 17 32 
Alloa Athletic 17 28 
Brechin City 17 26 
Dumbarton 17 22 
Peterhead 17 21 
Stenhousemuir 17 20 
East Fife 17 20 
Arbroath 17 16 
Clyde 17 15 

 
IRN BRU Third Division Pld Pts 

Livingston 16 34 
East Stirlingshire 16 32 
Berwick Rangers 16 30 
Forfar Athletic 16 26 
Albion Rovers 16 23 
Annan Athletic 16 20 
Queen's Park 16 16 
Stranraer 16 16 
Elgin City 16 15 
Montrose 16 6 

 
 

IRN BRU SFL - Weekend Fixtures 
IRN-BRU SFL First Division 

Ayr United v. Partick Thistle 
Dundee v. Morton 
Dunfermline Athletic v. Inverness CT 
Queen of the South v. Raith Rovers 
Ross County v. Airdrie United 
 

IRN-BRU SFL Second Division 
Cowdenbeath v. Arbroath 
Dumbarton v. Alloa Athletic 
East Fife v. Brechin City 
Peterhead v. Clyde 
Stirling Albion v. Stenhousemuir 
 

IRN-BRU SFL Third Division 
Annan Athletic v. Livingston 
East Stirlingshire v. Albion Rovers 
Elgin City v. Stranraer 
Forfar Athletic v. Berwick Rangers 
Queen's Park v. Montrose 
 
 

Scottish Football League Contacts 
 
The Scottish Football League,  
Hampden Park, Glasgow, G42 9EB 
E: info@scottishfootballleague.com 
T: 0141 620 4160 
www.scottishfootballleague.com 

 

Midway Point  
 

he IRN-BRU SFL First and Second Division Championsh ips will reach the halfway point 
this weekend with 18 games played when a repeat of the opening day fixtures take 
place. The fixtures will see a third meeting betwee n the teams on League duty, with the 

second fixture against opponents that have only bee n faced once so far, taking place next 
Saturday on Boxing Day. 
 
The First Division match of the day will be held at East End Park where Dunfermline Athletic host 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle. Terry Butcher’s men sneaked back to the Highlands with all three 
points back in August courtesy of Lee Cox’s last minute strike with David Proctor and Andy Kirk 
exchanging goals in a 1-1 draw at the Tulloch Caledonian Stadium back in October. 
 
Dunfermline boss Jim McIntyre is looking to capitalise on home advantage saying, “We drew our last 
home match against Ross County and whilst it was a great game, it was disappointing to drop points. 
We played really well against Inverness in the opening game of the season and were hit by a bit of a 
sucker punch. If we play as well as we did that day, I will be satisfied with that.” 
 
Caley Thistle Manager, TerryButcher, said, “Our season has reversed recently in that we are strong 
at home and not picking up as many points away from home. We started the season differently and I 
want us to keep the home form and get back to the away wins.” 
 
In the IRN-BRU SFL Second Division, third placed Alloa Athletic travel to Dumbarton who moved a 
point ahead of Peterhead into fifth place in midweek when they drew 2-2 away to Stirling Albion. The 
away side has triumphed in both this season’s meetings with Alloa winning 3-1 at Strathclyde Homes 
Stadium on 8th August, and The Sons winning at Recreation Park by the same scoreline on 17th 
October. 
 
Dumbarton boss Jim Chapman said, “We worked hard at Stirling to get our point and although it 
might look like we were fortunate with Albion hitting the bar three times, I believe that the harder you 
work, the luckier you get. We will need to have our working clothes on again all the same for this one 
as Alloa are a fine side.” 
 
Alloa have won four and drawn one of their last six League games to move ahead of Brechin City in 
the table with last week’s three points gained at the expense of the Glebe Park men. Wasps’ 
Manager, Allan Maitland, said, “We are doing okay just now, last season it took us twenty six games 
to amass eight victories and this time out, we have done it in seventeen games so that is a decent 
improvement. It will, of course, be a great improvement if we win a few more times over the next nine 
games.” 
 
The IRN-BRU SFL Third Division only reaches game seventeen and the match of the day takes 
place at Ochilview where East Stirlingshire, fresh from their 1-0 win at Berwick Rangers last 
weekend, take on fifth placed Albion Rovers. 
 
Jim McInally, Head Coach at East Stirlingshire, said, “The last time we faced Albion Rovers, we went 
into the game on the back of a great performance over Livingston but we let ourselves down and lost 
3-0. We will be out to make up for that in this encounter. We made up ground on Livingston last 
weekend and we need to keep picking up points and hoping they slip up again.” 
 
Opposite number Paul Martin is looking for his side to end a seven game run without a win and he 
will use the previous match as an inspiration. He said, “We have become victims of our own wee bit 
of success as teams are content to sit in and defend against us so we have to learn how to handle 
that. We showed in the last game against East Stirling that we had a ruthless streak and I want us to 
get back to that standard.” 
 
 
 
STOP PRESS. . . . .STOP PRESS. . . . . .STOP PRESS. . . . . .STOP PRESS. . . . . .STOP PRESS 
 
The following pitch inspections have been arranged for Saturday morning:- 
 
IRN-BRU SFL Second Division  
Ayr United v. Partick Thistle  -  10.00 am 
IRN-BRU SFL Second Division 
Cowdenbeath v. Arbroath   -  9.30 am 
Dumbarton v. Alloa Athletic  -  10.00 am 
Stirling Albion v. Stenhousemuir  -  9.30 am 
IRN-BRU SFL Third Division  
Forfar Athletic v. Berwick Rangers  -  10.00 am 
Annan Athletic v. Livingston  -  9.00 am 
  

Keep up-to-date with all of the latest information regarding pitch inspections at 
www.scottishfootballleague.com  
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A Healthy Rivalry  
 

ot many players will get booked within 20 seconds o f their debut, miss a penalty in the same game and go on to have a long career in 
football.  However, Ayr United striker Mark Roberts  recovered from his early ordeal to prosper and has  enjoyed a long and successful 
playing career spanning 17 years. 

 
Roberts was a schoolboy in Kilmarnock when he signed for his local Rugby Park club and made his debut as a 
16-year-old in a Scottish Cup tie against Meadowbank Thistle in season 1991/92. He explained, “What a terrible 
debut, booked so soon after coming on and then I missed a penalty in the shoot-out. Tommy Burns also missed 
one and he always maintained that he did it on purpose so I did not feel too bad about things.” 
 
Roberts recovered from his early disappointment to score a goal at Ibrox as a 17-year-old with Bobby Williamson 
grabbing the winner in a 2-1 win over Rangers. Roberts was to spend eight years at his local club, being a non-
playing member of their Scottish Cup winning squad in 1997 before leaving in disappointing circumstances. 
 
He explained, “I played fairly regularly for the two seasons after the Scottish Cup win and I played the first three 
games of the next season before being dropped and never featuring again. Bobby Williamson was the Manager 
by then and I felt he never gave me a proper explanation. On reflection, I had probably been there too long and a 
break was best for both parties.” 
 
The striker then linked up with former Killie boss Alex Totten at Falkirk in the summer of 2000. The Bairns were a 
First Division club at that time and Roberts was initially delighted by the move saying, “They were a decent club, 
it was full time football and I was out to make a real go of it but things never really worked out.  
 

“Alex never played me as a first choice striker and I never really got going. I never won the fans over and did not have a great relationship with them and 
the move turned sour. These things happen in football, some fans love you at their club and some don’t.” 
 
Cut-backs after failing to win promotion saw Roberts leave and hook up with the Manager of Ayr’s opponents on Saturday, Partick Thistle’s Ian McCall, who 
was in charge of Airdrieonians and McCall helped create a unique culture at the club that was facing cash problems of their own. 
 
Roberts explained, “Airdrie was an amazing time. Ian moulded us into a gang and we loved it as it was us against the world. We used to train at Glasgow 
Green and we would all have different kit like Kilmarnock shorts and Hearts tops that we would have to take home and wash ourselves, but we gave it 
everything on the pitch.” 
 
“If we had a slightly bigger squad, we would have been promoted but we did win the 
Challenge Cup beating Alloa 2-1 in October, 2001. I scored the second goal and Owen 
Coyle scored the opener.” 
 
The Burnley boss owes a lot to his strike partner with Roberts adding in jest, “I did all the 
running in that strike force and made all the chances for him to score. I still speak to 
Owen and offered my services to him as a player, which he turned down, and I then 
asked if I could drive the team bus because it would be great to be in and about a 
Premiership club.” 
 
“Owen has done fantastically well and I am really pleased for him. He is a great guy and 
the best finisher I have ever played with.” 
 
The magic that McCall had created failed to keep Airdrieonians in business and Roberts 
was looking for another club come the summer of 2002 and he decided to make the 
short trip over to Ireland to join Shelbourne, although he did have other offers. 
 

Ian McCall had moved to Falkirk and wanted to take the hitman to Brockville with 
Roberts turning down the move saying, “What had happened there in the past put me 
off going. I felt I would get a hard time from the fans and did not fancy it.  
 
“Owen helped me move to Shelbourne as he had contacts over there and I went over for a trial. They liked the look of me and I thought it would be a good 
move and I enjoyed my time with them. I played in Champions League Qualifying matches and I stayed with them until their season ended in February, 
2003.” 
 
Roberts played for a short spell with St. Mirren in the First Division for the final months of the League campaign in Scotland and turned down the possibility 
of staying longer as he fancied being reunited with McCall who had now moved to the SPL with Dundee United. 
 
The move never happened and left the striker blushing saying, “The move to Tannadice fell through and I had turned down St. Mirren already so I was 
without a club. Thankfully, Airdrie United came in for me but I went from thinking I would be playing SPL to Second Division football in a short space of 
time. I felt a bit silly but that’s life and you just have to get on with it.” 
 
Airdrie United was a success as well, with the club winning the Second Division in season 2003/04 and finishing in a very creditable fifth place the following 
season in the First Division with Roberts saying, “That was a great team to play in under Sandy Stewart, as Owen Coyle was back playing there and Alan 
Gow was a stand-out in midfield.” 
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Mark Roberts, Ian McCall & Ow en Coyle  
(Airdrieonians -Bell’s Challenge Cup Winners Season  2001/02) 

 



 

  
Shortly into the start of the new season in August, 2005, Roberts moved teams and divisions as he dropped 
down to the Second Division to join Partick Thistle (left). It was a move he was apprehensive about explaining, 
“Dick Campbell signed me and I was not sure how well received I would be as there has always been a healthy 
rivalry between Kilmarnock and Partick Thistle. Mind you, I quickly got the fans on board by scoring a double on 
my debut and my spell at Firhill turned out to be the best part of my career.” 
 
Roberts helped Partick escape the Second Division playing a pivotal role in the Play-Off Final against Peterhead 
saying, “I scored up at Balmoor and also netted my penalty in the shoot-out to help Thistle secure promotion.” 
 
Life back in the First Division started well however, the Jags could not compete with Gretna, as they continued 
their surge up the divisions on the back of Brooks Mileson’s millions. Injuries affected the squad and despite a 
fine showing in the Scottish Cup against Hearts with Roberts saying, “We should have beaten them,” a run 
down the table saw Campbell ousted and Jimmy Bone and Terry Butcher installed to help secure safety. 
 
A familiar face came in to manage Thistle with Roberts reunited with Ian McCall and a steady season in the First 
Division was brightened up with the acquisition of Gary Harkins and a fine Thistle display at Ibrox against 
Rangers in a Scottish Cup tie. 

 
Roberts added, “Damon Gray was in on-loan from Hibs at that time and gave us the lead. Unfortunately, we only held 
it for about 30 seconds with Kris Boyd equalising with what must be the worst goal of his career as he had three 
attempts to get the ball over the line and we lost in the replay.” 
 
The love affair with Partick ended at the beginning of this year with the player saying, “I started playing week about 
with Simon Donnelly up until Christmas and it became time to move on. Again I had been there for a few years and 
probably needed to have a fresh challenge. I have to say though that I loved Partick Thistle, they are a football club 
with real football fans.” 
 
Roberts moved back to his native Ayrshire and joined Kilmarnock’s fiercest rivals, Ayr United (right), to help them in 
their bid for promotion from the Second Division and he started well scoring a rocket shot at Hampden against 
Queen’s Park in one of his early games. He summed up the goal by saying, “It was one of those shots that you just hit 
fantastically well and wonder why the goalkeeper is even diving for it.” 
 
Roberts faced the prospect of securing promotion a second time via the Play-Offs as the Honest Men finished second 
behind Raith Rovers and again he showed his worth to his employers. Trailing 2-0 to former club Airdrie United at 
Somerset Park, Roberts scored twice to level the tie but he was denied the chance of a hat-trick by team-mate Chris 
Agnew. 
 
The striker explained what happened, “We were awarded a penalty and I was up for taking it but Chris Aitken, who 
was the usual penalty taker, said he wanted it. Needless to say he missed it!  Mind you, if I had missed it against a 
former club on a hat-trick, I don’t think I could have forgiven myself.” 
 
Ryan Stevenson’s winner in the second leg at the Excelsior Stadium ensured First Division football at Ayr and the League season got off to an exciting start 
with a 1-1 draw against Thistle with, whom else, Roberts scoring United's goal. Former boss McCall had seen the striker before the game and enjoyed a bit 
of banter with the now 34-year-old commenting, “Ian McCall slaughtered me before the game so it was nice to score that day. I scored from a good 
distance and I reckon it was fifty yards, although it does get further out every time I talk about it. I am sure Ian was disappointed during the game but had a 
smirk about me doing that to his team. I look forward to seeing him and the Thistle fans again this weekend.” 
 
Roberts’ season was temporarily halted with an ankle injury picked up in the Scottish Cup win at Deveronvale in what he described as ‘a real Highland 
League tackle’ however, he made his comeback as a substitute against Dundee last weekend and will be pushing to repeat his goalscoring feat against 
Thistle when the sides meet again this weekend. 
 

The striker is keen to keep on playing for a few seasons yet advising, “Being a full-time 
footballer is the best job in the world. I have been very fortunate to do it for as long as I have and 
I have another couple of seasons left in me yet. I am feeling as fit as I have ever done and have 
not given any serious thought to what I am going to do next. I would love to just stop playing and 
become a coach the same day but it does not always work out that way.” 
 
Success this season for Roberts and his team-mates is easy to define and he says, “Being in 
the First Division next season is success. We do not have a big budget, have some part-time 
players and it is important that we keep the squad together during January.” 
 
Asked to sum up his career, Roberts said, “It has been great playing with the likes of Ally 
McCoist and Tommy Burns (left) at Kilmarnock. Owen Coyle was terrific and a nice guy that 
deserves all the success he has had and I will always be indebted to Billy Stark, who was 
Tommy’s assistant at Kilmarnock as he was great for me.” 
 
Roberts picked out striker George McCluskey (right) as the best player he had played with 
saying, “George was at Kilmarnock with me and our careers were going differently as I was just 
starting and his was ending but what a player he was. Bags of skill and he stands out amongst a 
lot of great players.” 



 

 

Community Links 
 

tenhousemuir recently became the first football clu b in Scotland to change their status from a Private  Limited Company to a Community 
Interest Company.  The move intends to build on the  already strong links with the communities in Stenh ousemuir, Larbert and beyond, 
and The Co-operative Insurance League Insider set o ut to find what life is like at the Ochilview groun d where local people are at the heart 

of what goes on. 
 
Vice-Chairman Martin McNairney (right) was on hand to supply answers advising, “What we have at 
Stenhousemuir has been twenty years in the making. The club has changed enormously during that time 
and people in the local community are proud of the role their football team takes on.” 
 
“We started off the change with a Young Maroons club for boys that wanted to play football and things have 
just grown from there. The boys then started drifting off to play games so we ended up putting a team in the 
Central Boys League. We responded to that by growing teams at various age groups and now have teams 
at various age levels in the SFA Youth Initiative at Performance level. There are a lot of bigger clubs than us 
that cannot say that.” 
 
“We now have a waiting list of players to join us and 45 coaches working on a full size pitch and two six-a-
side pitches that are used six days a week. We have Graeme Robertson (below) working as Head of Youth 
with Jamie Swinney working as a Community Coach teaching kids in our teams and the local schools. As a 
club, we have been working towards this size of operation for years but we have required resilience 
sometimes to stick at it as a lot of hard work and commitment is required.” 
 
McNairney added that the sight of the youngsters training twice a week at Ochilview is especially heart-
warming saying, “There have been a lot of times when it would have been easy to give up through a lack of 
money but we have battered on and built an enormous well of goodwill. We have seen one of our first 
Young Maroons, Gary Thom, progress from a five-year-old kid to a first team player and that was special for 
everyone at the club.” 
 

The club do not have a list of trophies to shout about and that does not raise an eyebrow at Ochilview with 
McNairney saying, “The youth teams are here to produce players for the first team. It is nice for them to do well, 
of course it is, but more important to us is that we see players developing and emerging into the first team.   
 
“Five Under-17s were signed by the club last summer and another three have followed this season. We are in the 
top tier of youth development in the country and fought our corner to be there. It is a big jump from Initiative to 
Performance level but so far this season, we have only lost two games, one against Rangers and one against 
Celtic so that is not too bad going.” 
 
The changing fabric of Ochilview (below) has helped facilitate the change to a community centred club with the 
installation of a Main Stand seating over 600 spectators in 1996, with the old stand on the opposite side of the 
pitch demolished in 1999.  A new covered enclosure was erected six and a half years ago however, the biggest 
change came at the start of season 2006/07 when a FIFA two star rated synthetic pitch was laid. 
 
The artificial grass surface has acted as a massive catalyst with McNairney explaining, “The pitch has been an 
absolute godsend to us and the local community. Half of the cost came from Falkirk Council as sports facilities 
about here were poor but no-one can say that now. There are games being played on the big pitch and the two 
smaller pitches from five o’clock in the evening to ten o’clock at night and schools using it during the day.  

 
“We have become a hub of local life but I have to say that my favourite sight 
is on a Wednesday and Friday evening when Graeme and Jamie and the 
coaches are taking the Young Maroons training. The full pitch has to be 
used to accommodate all the groups and the boys are all in their Stenny kit 
and it looks like what we hoped it would be when we started out all those 
years ago.” 
 
The six-a-side pitches have been resurfaced with the latest state of the art 
artificial turf and demand to be involved at Ochilview is such that other parts 
of the near 120 year old ground had to change. McNairney advised, “We 
had to put in new floodlights to ensure that our neighbouring residents were 
not inconvenienced as the lights stay on to 10pm. Parking was becoming a 
real issue so we put in a new cark where the old stand used to be and that 
has helped enormously.  We try to be good neighbours and hope that we 
are recognised for that in the community.” 
 
That role in the community has been a major factor in reducing cut crime 
with the club earning praise from the police for their midnight leagues that 
operate on a Friday and Saturday night free of charge to keep teenagers 
active in football as opposed to activities that may bring them attention from 
the law.  
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Local Government funding set up the programme and was then withdrawn however, Stenhousemuir kept it going by picking up the costs themselves and 
McNairney says, “It is a busy initiative and deserves support and we stepped in to fill the gap. The local police have told us that crime is down in our 
surrounding area when the leagues are on, so we are pleased to have played a part in that.” 
 
East Stirlingshire use Ochilview for their IRN-BRU SFL Third Division games and they are perfect tenants with McNairney advising, “There is a five year 
lease in place for the ’Shire to use Ochilview. They turn up when there is a home game and get on with things. We view it as going very well and would 
trust that they do as well.” 

 
It would be inappropriate to talk about Stenhousemuir’s role in football and their local community without 
focussing on Margaret Kilpatrick (left), who is very often the interface between the club and their fans or 
football bodies, and is prominent in keeping the community spirit going. 
 
Margaret has worked at Ochilview for nearly eleven years commenting, “I started on 22nd March, 1999 and 
it is very easy to remember as it is my husband’s birthday. I came in to undertake a part-time role to support 
the weekly lottery and things have grown since then. I have learnt that in football, if you stick your hand up 
to volunteer, tasks become yours to do all the time and my role eventually became full time.” 
 
Her role encompasses being the Football Safety Officer - liaising with the Council and the Police - working 
with the SFA on Club Licensing issues, as well as being the Club Secretary, dealing with all football matters 
whilst still carrying out her initial role of helping out the Ochilview Lottery. 
 
Stenhousemuir famously have a supporter’s club in Norway and another of the duties carried out by 
Margaret is keeping their Warriors Abroad Club up-to-date with goings on at the club.  She advised, “We 
have 110 fans overseas that I am sending a Christmas Newsletter to. The number has gone down slightly 
over the last couple of years and the introduction of our own internet site has probably been the cause of 
that. I do the odd thing for the internet as well but one of the Directors, Terry Bulloch, tends to do most of 
that.” 

 
“I have been co-opted onto various working parties as well and I am also heavily 
involved in our push for the SFA Quality Mark Standard for our work with the 
Youths. We have over 100 Young Maroons and I deal with all the finances around 
that as well so I have quite a full day.” 
 
There is little escape from the football club even when she is off duty explaining, “If I 
nip out to the shops to get a pint of milk, there will be some boy in the shops that 
will stop and say ‘hello’. That brings it home to you how integrated in the community 
we are.” 
 
Looking after First Team Manager John Coughlin (below left) also falls into 
Margaret’s remit and whilst she may have clocked up over a decade of service, a 
number of first team Managers have come and gone during that spell. 
 
She commented, “Some last longer than others and hopefully, John will be around for a while yet. I started just after Terry Christie left and Graeme 
Armstrong came in. Since then, I have worked with Brian Fairley, Jimmy Bone, John McVeigh, Des McKeown and Campbell Money before John came in. 
They all had their own style and John McVeigh (below right) was worth the admission money alone for his passion in the dug-out.” 

 
On match days, Margaret liaises with the match officials saying, “I have always found them to be good guys who do not 
deserve some of the criticism they get.” 
 
The move to the artificial surface changed Margaret’s job out of all recognition, although 
it has all been good with the Club Secretary saying, “Moving away from a natural grass 
surface has been the best decision that the Directors at this club have ever made. The 
match against Cove Rangers recently was the first ever abandoned game and there is 
little you can do about fog.  
 
“We were the first club to bring in this kind of surface and our first team train here, our 
youth teams train here, a couple of Junior teams train here and there are schools in 
during the day. Danny Paterson is a great help at the club as there is always something 
going on.” 
 

“It used to be like the Mary Celeste about here but that has all changed. The changes have created a better view of the 
club and that is important. People also now know we are here and that can lead to more people attending games as well 
as new sponsorship opportunities.   
 
Stenhousemuir went down 2-1 to Cowdenbeath on Tuesday night and their dedicated employee was there, not as a 
worker but as a fan, travelling on the supporter’s bus commenting, “I was frozen to the bone and we got beat so it was 
not the best of nights. I have converted my husband and grandaughter into Stenhousemuir fans and am working on the 
rest of my family.” 
 



 

 

Embracing the Culture  
 

ueen’s Park have created plenty of history througho ut their 142 years of existence and next month they  will write another chapter as they 
become the first amateur club to benefit from The L eonardo da Vinci Coaching Initiative.  The Glasgow side will send a party of 27 players 
and coaches away from the grey skies of the south s ide of Glasgow to the warmer climate of Portugal’s Algarve, where they will set up 

camp at the Barrington’s Football Training Camp at Villamoura.  
 
The club that is credited with bringing the passing game to the footballing world beat off competition from professional sides to succeed in their bid to 
benefit from the European Community funded Life Long Learning programme, which is administered by the SFA. Ten European venues host the 
programme throughout the year with the attendees given a Certificate of Achievement by the SFA, a Europass document and the opportunity to complete 
the SQA Professional Development Award. 

 
The two men who drove the club to success are Head Coach Gardner Speirs (left) and legendary Hampden figure 
Andy McGlennan, who operates under the moniker of “Minister without Portfolio” at the club. 
 
Andy has been involved with The Spiders for over three decades, and he sums up his time as, “I have been here 
long enough to fall out with everyone in the game and fall back in with them!” 
 
The initiative is not only about developing youngsters into better players on a two week sunshine break, it also 
involves the players becoming better European citizens as a substantial part of the fortnight will be spent embracing 
Portuguese culture. 
 
Andy explained, “Our players will be going out there and meeting the local community, learning some Portuguese 
and visiting sites of cultural or historical importance to Portugal and Europe. It is not just a tick box exercise either as 
every night, they will have to document on-line what they have learned. The funding is in place to encourage 
integration, sporting links and communication across Europe and not just about some football with sun on their 
backs.” 
 
He added, “We had always been put off from applying and kept on being told that you had to be a full time club but 
developing players is what this club is all about. Rangers and Hibs benefit from da Vinci most years and I kept on 
chipping away at the SFA and the European Community wording and we eventually got the green light to apply.” 
 
Gardner Speirs was quickly on board saying, “Andy and I started working on this a year ago. There are a lot of 
criteria to be met and we are fortunate that as a club, we are structured around development. It is no accident that 
Queen’s Park produces players every year as that is what we aim to do.  
 

“We had to document the philosophy of the club which was easy and we had to provide examples of how it is carried out in practice and for us again, that 
was relatively easy to do.” 
 
“It is not just about players either as we are looking to make our coaches better through da Vinci as well and not just on the practice pitch. We heard that 
the cultural element had not been entered into heavily enough by participating clubs in previous years so, we will be entering heavily into that. Our coaches 
will take part in the cultural programme as well and document what they have learned.” 
 
Places on the da Vinci programme are much sought after throughout Europe with Scotland’s annual allocation ranging between five and eight clubs and 
this time out, sixteen clubs applied for the eight spots available. The funding available comes in at approximately £40,000 with each club allocated spaces 
for eighteen players and three coaches with travel, accommodation and football related costs met. 
 
SPL sides have secured the majority of places in the da Vinci initiative this season with Rangers, St. Mirren and Kilmarnock heading over to Turkey, 
Aberdeen flying out to Spain and Hibernian’s trip to Portugal will overlap with Queen’s Park by a week. 
 
Motherwell’s youngsters will enjoy the island of Cyprus where First Division Dundee will also be going with all the clubs swapping Scotland in January for a 
warmer climate. 
 
The programme started off as a four week long initiative, with Albion Rovers, when they had a full time set-up, taking a group of youngsters to Ireland for 
four weeks a number of years ago however, it has become more accessible to part-time clubs as the length of stay has been reduced to three weeks and 
now two. 
 
The application process involves presentations to the SFA and everything had to 
be top notch with McGlennan explaining, “We had to say what we were going to do 
and how we were going to be able to prove that we had done it. We listed the 
objectives we set for ourselves at a club, coach and player level and how we could 
say we had achieved it. The on-line recording helps the players and we are going 
as far as listing the players’ weight, heart rate and other fitness measures before 
we go and when we come back.” 
 
“This is certainly not a jolly, we have to achieve other short term benefits in terms 
of the cultural awareness and tactical knowledge of the game.” 
 
The biggest test of what has been achieved will come next year when Queen’s 
Park apply for funding for a second place with McGlennan explaining, “Clubs who 
have become used to going every year probably did not expect us to put in the 
quality of application that we have done. After knocking down the door about the 
full time professional status, we want to keep on developing people through this 
initiative every year. The easiest way to do that is by being able to quantify the 
benefit you have already seen and that is why we will record and measure 
throughout.” 

Q

Club benefactor, Glasgow entrepreneur Willie Haughe y,  
Andy McGlennan & long serving first team player Ton y Quinn  



 

  
The Hampden side are emphasising their commitment to their 
players and coaches by providing further funding with 
McGlennan explaining, “Although it is not specific, the age 
group that the initiative is designed for is 17 to19-year-olds and 
we are sending our Under-19 team (left) out to Portugal. We 
then thought about adding to it by bringing in some of our 
Under-17 players that are pushing for Under-19 places. Our 
coaches give us hundreds of hours of unpaid time and we 
thought that developing them through this would be an 
excellent way of thanking them.” 
 
The club settled on taking three more players and two more 
coaches before developing their thinking further and taking four 
coaches for a week each as opposed to two for a fortnight. 
Various fundraising schemes have been launched to make up 
the shortfall with the club hoping that the concept will be 
embraced to such an extent that the extra costs incurred will be 
covered by the fundraising activities. 
 
Speirs added, “It turned out easier to send four coaches than 
two because our guys are volunteers, have other jobs and that 
would have eaten into their holidays quite substantially. For 
most of our guys, they would never normally get the opportunity 
to live and work as a full time professional player and coach 
and from a footballing point of view, that is what they are going 
to experience.” 

 
Some of the coaches that will benefit emphasise the family nature of the club with McGlennan explaining, “We have thirty or so Youth Coaches at the club 
and not one of them gets paid, so it is good to give something back to them. David Graham is one of the coaches going and he came through the youth 
ranks here and was a first team player. Andy Gilmartin is the same while Graham Connell and Paul Ronald, both former players and now coaches, will be 
going along as well.” 
 
The club are also paying for every training session and practice game to be filmed in order that the learning can continue when the players come back with 
Speirs, who cannot attend because of League business, able to identify further development areas through the footage. 
 
The Spiders will face five games during their stay against opposition from other clubs benefiting from the da Vinci programme however, there will be no 
tournament element to the games with Speirs saying, “We know we are facing two teams from Holland and there is a chance we could face Hibs as they go 
out a week after us. The opposition can be hit or miss but it is all about the development of players in game situations.  I am sure someone, if they do not 
know our role in football, may well turn their nose up when they hear they are facing an amateur side from Glasgow but I would imagine they will soon see 
what we are like.” 

 
First team players Michael O’Hara (left) and Gavin Lachlan (right) will be included in the 
travelling party with Speirs finishing by saying, “This initiative is all about developing 
players and they will learn more over there as people and players than they will by being 
here for two weeks. At Queen’s Park, you get used to just getting on with things and this 
is a very pleasant one to be getting on with for everyone connected with the club. It is all 
about the long term benefit and these two weeks will, hopefully, bring us considerable 
benefit.”  
 
Speirs has a selfish reason for wanting the Portuguese trip to succeed saying, “In the 
same way that some of the Under-17 players are going to accelerate their development 
into Under-19 players, this programme should accelerate the availability of players for 
my first team pool.” 

 
Tom Docherty, Manager National Youth Project, at The Scottish Football Association, summed up Queen’s Park’s achievement by saying, “The plans that 
clubs submit are scrutinised by experts in each area. A Pro-Licence Qualified coach will assess the football objectives and outside agencies vet the cultural 
and language aims. The players and coaches will be expected to speak Foundation Portuguese by the time they come back and they will be tested on it.” 
 
“Hours and hours of preparation go into submitting an application for a place and there is a strict deadline to be met. For Queen’s Park to be selected at the 
first time of asking tells you all you need to know about the effort they put in.  
 
“The outcomes have to be measurable to quantify the benefit and their performance will be looked at during their stay, when assessors will turn up 
unannounced to check they are doing what they say they would be doing, and when they come back.”  
 
Docherty finished by saying, “Being an amateur club, Queen’s Park are a very rare breed in not only the Scottish game but the European arena as well. To 
come through an intense application process against professional clubs in this country to grab one of the places available is a great achievement and I 
hope they enjoy the fruits of their labour.  
 
“Scotland overall does very well out of the da Vinci project, gaining more places than larger nations including England.” 
 

(This interview was carried out in partnership with  The Scotsman newspaper)  



 

 
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES 

 
Kick-off times for matches on Saturdays, Sundays an d Bank Holidays 3pm. 

Midweek matches 7.45pm unless otherwise stated.  

 
Saturday, December 19th, 2009  

 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Ayr United v. Partick Thistle 
Dundee v. Morton 
Dunfermline Athletic v. Inverness CT 
Queen of the South v. Raith Rovers 
Ross County v. Airdrie United 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Cowdenbeath v. Arbroath 
Dumbarton v. Alloa Athletic 
East Fife v. Brechin City 
Peterhead v. Clyde 
Stirling Albion v. Stenhousemuir 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Annan Athletic v. Livingston 
East Stirlingshire v. Albion Rovers 
Elgin City v. Stranraer 
Forfar Athletic v. Berwick Rangers 
Queen's Park v. Montrose 
 
 

Saturday, December 26th, 2009  
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Airdrie United v. Dunfermline Athletic 
Inverness CT v. Dundee 
Morton v. Ayr United 
Partick Thistle v. Queen of the South 
Raith Rovers v. Ross County 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. Cowdenbeath 
Arbroath v. East Fife 
Brechin City v. Stirling Albion 
Clyde v. Dumbarton 
Stenhousemuir v. Peterhead 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Albion Rovers v. Stranraer 
Annan Athletic v. Berwick Rangers 
Elgin City v. Montrose 
Forfar Athletic v. Queen's Park 
Livingston v. East Stirlingshire 
 
 

Saturday, January 2nd, 2010 
 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Airdrie United v. Dundee 
Dunfermline Athletic v. Raith Rovers 
Inverness CT v. Ross County 
Queen of the South v. Ayr United 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. Stirling Albion 
Arbroath v. Brechin City 
Cowdenbeath v. Clyde 
Dumbarton v. Stenhousemuir 
Peterhead v. East Fife 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Berwick Rangers v. Livingston 
East Stirlingshire v. Elgin City 
Montrose v. Forfar Athletic 
Queen's Park v. Albion Rovers 
Stranraer v. Annan Athletic 

Monday, January 4th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Partick Thistle v. Morton 
Live on BBC ALBA 
 
 

Saturday, January 9th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Berwick Rangers v. Stranraer 
East Stirlingshire v. Queen's Park 
 
 
THE ACTIVE NATION SCOTTISH CUP 
FOURTH ROUND 
Inverness CT v Motherwell 
Morton v Celtic 
Hibernian v Irvine Meadow 
St. Mirren v Alloa Athletic 
Raith Rovers v Airdrie United 
Dunfermline Athletic v Stenhousemuir 
Forfar Athletic v St. Johnstone 
Livingston v Dundee 
Albion Rovers v Stirling Albion 
Aberdeen v Heart of Midlothian 
Edinburgh City v Montrose 
Partick Thistle v Dundee United 
Ross County v Inverurie Loco Works 
Ayr United v Brechin City 
Kilmarnock v Falkirk 
 
 

Sunday, January 10th, 2010 
 
THE ACTIVE NATION SCOTTISH CUP 
FOURTH ROUND 
Hamilton Academical v Rangers  
Kick-Off 12:15pm 
 
 

Saturday, January 16th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Ayr United v. Airdrie United 
Morton v. Inverness CT 
Raith Rovers v. Partick Thistle 
Ross County v. Queen of the South 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Brechin City v. Dumbarton 
Clyde v. Alloa Athletic 
East Fife v. Cowdenbeath 
Stenhousemuir v. Arbroath 
Stirling Albion v. Peterhead 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Albion Rovers v. Livingston 
Elgin City v. Annan Athletic 
Forfar Athletic v. East Stirlingshire 
Queen's Park v. Berwick Rangers 
Stranraer v. Montrose 
 
 

Sunday, January 17th, 2010 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Dundee v. Dunfermline Athletic 
 
 

Saturday, January 23rd, 2010  
 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Airdrie United v. Inverness CT 
Partick Thistle v. Dunfermline Athletic 
Queen of the South v. Dundee 
Raith Rovers v. Morton 
Ross County v. Ayr United 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Arbroath v. Peterhead 
Clyde v. Brechin City 
Dumbarton v. Cowdenbeath 
Stenhousemuir v. Alloa Athletic 
Stirling Albion v. East Fife 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Albion Rovers v. Forfar Athletic 
Elgin City v. Berwick Rangers 
Montrose v. East Stirlingshire 
Queen's Park v. Annan Athletic 
Stranraer v. Livingston 
 
 

Saturday, January 30th, 2010  
 
 
IRN-BRU SFL FIRST DIVISION 
Ayr United v. Raith Rovers 
Dundee v. Ross County 
Dunfermline Athletic v. Queen of the South 
Inverness CT v. Partick Thistle 
Morton v. Airdrie United 
 
IRN-BRU SFL SECOND DIVISION 
Alloa Athletic v. Arbroath 
Brechin City v. Stenhousemuir 
Cowdenbeath v. Stirling Albion 
East Fife v. Clyde 
Peterhead v. Dumbarton 
 
IRN-BRU SFL THIRD DIVISION 
Annan Athletic v. Albion Rovers 
Berwick Rangers v. Montrose 
East Stirlingshire v. Stranraer 
Forfar Athletic v. Elgin City 
Livingston v. Queen's Park 
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Ayr United v Partick Thistle 

Saturday 19th December, 2009 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: Euan Norris 
 

Ayr boss Brian Reid is keeping his fingers crossed that Somerset Park 
avoids the frost that is predicted for Scotland and that his side’s game 
against Partick Thistle gets underway. Reid’s side are in a good run of 
form and the Manager does not want a postponed game to halt their 
progress in the First Division. 
 
Reid explained, “We are doing well just now and deserved something out 
of the game at Dundee last weekend so I want to keep our momentum 
going and hope that this game gets the go-ahead.” 
If the pitch passes muster, Reid will be missing the injured pair of Willie 
Easton and Billy Gibson. 
 
Partick Thistle hit five last weekend against Airdrie United and assistant 
boss Gerry Britton was still raving about their showing as he previewed the 
Glasgow side’s trip to Ayr. Britton said, “Last Saturday was a great 
performance and for a fifteen minute spell in the second half, our forward 
play was fantastic.” 
 
The Jags will need to deliver more of the same at Somerset Park with 
Britton adding, “Ayr are on a decent run just now and certainly gave 
Dundee a fright last Saturday. We will need to be at the top of our game 
again to pick up three points from this one.” 
 
Striker Liam Buchanan has returned to training after his groin operation, 
although he is unlikely to be risked in this game with fellow front man Jim 
Hamilton also expected to miss out after being struck down with a virus. 
 
 

Dundee v Morton 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Calum Murray 

�
League leaders Dundee welcome back Slovakian international midfielder 
Maros Klimpl to their squad, which has won eight of their last eleven 
matches. Goalkeeper Tony Bullock, defender David Cowan, midfielder 
Paul McHale and striker Sean Higgins remain out with Craig McKeown 
joining Stirling Albion on loan earlier this week in a bid to expedite his 
recovery after illness. 
 
Manager Jocky Scott said, “We came back well to defeat Ayr United after 
going a goal down and we have the same squad from that game plus 
Maros. Morton came here on the opening day of the season and played 
well so we need to be at the top of our game again.” 
 
Morton Manager James Grady returns to one of his former clubs 
determined to take all three points back on board the Morton team bus. 
Gray said, “I had three great years at Dundee and there are still a lot of 
good people who were involved in the club then at Dens Park. I always get 
a good welcome however, it will be interesting to see what happens if I am 
taking three points away with me.” 
 
Left back Alan Reid returns after a ban however, Grady will still be without 
Kevin Cuthbert, Alex Walker, Allan Jenkins and Neil Macfarlane through 
injury with the Cappielow boss saying, “We are still some way short of a 
full strength squad but we will just get on with things.” 
 
Grady will resist the temptation to list himself to play at his old stomping 
ground saying, “I will just have to let the Dundee fans see my managerial 
skills as opposed to the football ones they have seen before.”�
�

 
Dunfermline Athletic v Inverness Cal. Th. 

Saturday 19th December, 2009 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: John McKendrick 
 
Dunfermline Athletic will have 20-year-old Greg Paterson in goal for the 
visit of Inverness after injuries ruled out regular number one Greg Fleming 
and on-loan St. Mirren shot-stopper Chris Smith who was brought in to 
replace Fleming. 
East End Park assistant boss Gerry McCabe said, “We will go with young 
Greg between the sticks and I am sure he will do well. He is a confident 
big lad and Greg Fleming is not that far away from a comeback so there 
would be little point in bringing in another goalkeeper. I am sure our 
experienced goalkeeper will keep an eye on him and protect him when 
necessary.” 

Midfielder Stephen Glass remains out however, striker Graham Bayne 
returned to training on Friday after a knock and is expected to be included 
in Manager Jim McIntyre’s thoughts. 
  
Inverness welcome back midfielder Russell Duncan and striker Richie 
Foran to their squad after suspension however, the defensive pair of Ross 
Tokely and Stuart Golabek remain out through injury. Manager Terry 
Butcher has a selection problem of the nicest kind saying, “The team 
played well against Raith Rovers last Saturday and I now have Russell 
and Richie to add to that squad as well. I have a few options to consider 
and that is a good place to be.” 
 
Butcher will be able to watch the game from the dug-out at the Tulloch 
Caledonian Stadium as he has appealed against the two game ban that 
was imposed on him for being sent to the Stand in the recent game 
against Queen of the South with a personal hearing set for late January. 
 

 
Queen of the South v Raith Rovers 

Saturday 19th December, 2009 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: George Salmond 
 

Queen of the South boss Gordon Chisholm is out to improve his side’s 
record against Raith Rovers this Saturday saying, “We have dropped five 
out of six points against them this season and this would be a good time to 
change that with a win. They are a very organised and disciplined side and 
the key is not to let them get ahead as they defend their 18 yard line really 
well if they do.” 
 
Chisholm has a doubt over defenders Jordan McMillan, Craig Reid and 
Robert Harris, although on-loan Marvin Andrews is available with Chisholm 
describing his debut against Morton last week as “fantastic.” 
David Lilley and Stephen McKenna are out through suspension with Tony 
McParland likely to be included again as a trialist. 
 
Raith Rovers boss John McGlynn was disappointed with his side’s 
showing in the 1-1 draw with Airdrie United in midweek and is asking his 
players to take a three month step back in time. McGlynn explained, “We 
never got going against Airdrie and I have been encouraging the players to 
remember the way we started the season and get back to playing like 
that.” 
 
Defender Dougie Hill is available after a ban with only the long term injured 
duo of Iain Williamson and Iain Davidson not available to McGlynn who 
summed up his job for Saturday as, “I have plenty of players available and 
I just need to get the blend right.” 
 

 
Ross County v Airdrie United 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Stevie O’Reilly 

 
The Dingwall men have been boosted by the news that the highly rated 
pair of Paul Lawson and Michael Gardyne have agreed to extend their stay 
at the club with Manager Derek Adams saying, “I am hoping that I can now 
get other players to sign up as well.” 
 
Defenders Steven Watt and Daniel Moore will miss out on the visit of the 
side at the bottom of the First Division with Adams telling his players not to 
be fooled into thinking it will be an easy three points to pick up. Adams 
said, “Airdrie should have beaten Raith Rovers at Kirkcaldy in midweek so 
we know what to expect. They are a stuffy, well organised team who 
knocked four goals past Queen of the South recently so we know we are in 
for a game.” 
 
Airdrie United boss Kenny Black shared Adams’ view of their midweek 
game saying, “Some people may think that we would have been happy 
picking up a point at Raith, especially after going a goal down, but that was 
not the case as we should have had all three. It is disappointing as no 
matter what happens in this round of games, we will be bottom at 
Christmas and the two extra points at Kirkcaldy may have made that 
different.” 
Black added, “We will go in good spirits and look to reach the heights we 
did against Queen of the South and Raith Rovers and not the depths of 
last Saturday’s performance against Partick Thistle. If we could get some 
consistency into our play we will start gathering more points than we have 
now.” 
Midfielders Ryan McCann and Scott McLaughlin have travelled north, 
although they are rated as doubtful to start with defenders Marc Smyth and 
David Nixon staying behind because of knocks. 



 

 
 
 

 HOME AWAY  

 
P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

Dundee 17 7 2 0 15 5 3 4 1 10 8 12 36 

Queen of the South 17 5 2 2 15 7 4 2 2 13 8 13 31 

Ross County 17 5 2 2 14 10 3 3 2 9 9 4 29 

Partick Thistle 17 5 1 2 14 5 3 3 3 15 14 10 28 

Inverness Caledonian Thistle 17 3 2 3 12 11 4 3 2 16 9 8 26 

Dunfermline Athletic 17 4 2 3 16 14 3 2 3 7 7 2 25 

Raith Rovers 17 2 4 2 9 7 4 1 4 9 12 -1 23 

Morton 17 2 0 6 7 11 3 0 6 12 23 -15 15 

Ayr United 17 2 4 3 8 13 0 2 6 4 15 -16 12 

Airdrie United 17 1 3 4 11 16 0 2 7 4 16 -17 8 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL 
 

23 
 

268 
 
 

TEAM CARD COUNT 
 

 Team Yellow Red 

Raith Rovers 38 5 

Ayr United 35 2 

Ross County 32 3 

Queen of the South 29 2 

Dundee 27 1 

Airdrie United 25 3 

Dunfermline Athletic 24 1 

Partick Thistle 22 2 

Inverness CT 19 2 

Morton 17 2 
 
 

PLAYER CARD COUNT 
 

Player Team Yellow Red 

Billy Gibson Ayr United 6 - 

Steven McKenna Queen of the South 6 - 

Grant Murray Raith Rovers 5 1 

Leigh Griffiths Dundee 5 - 

Paul Paton Partick Thistle 5 - 

Richard Brittain Ross County 5 - 

Robert Harris Queen of the South 5 - 

William Easton Ayr United 5 - 

David Lilley Queen of the South 4 1 

Dougie Hill Raith Rovers 4 1 
 
 

ATTENDANCES 
 

Team High Low Average 

Airdrie United 1516 756 1145 

Ayr United 3043 1213 1932 

Dundee 5507 4121 4981 

Dunfermline Athletic 6296 2379 3270 

Inverness Caledonian Thistle 5474 2780 3360 

Morton 2738 1716 2170 

Partick Thistle 4453 2352 3040 

Queen of the South 3034 1651 2465 

Raith Rovers 6200 1247 2772 

Ross County 5506 1752 2348 

 
 

LEADING GOALSCORERS 
 

Player Team Goals 

Derek Holmes Queen of the South 9 

Gary Harkins Dundee 9 

Adam Rooney Inverness CT 7 

Liam Buchanan Partick Thistle 7 

John Baird Airdrie United 6 

Leigh Griffiths Dundee 6 

Peter Weatherson Morton 6 

Simon Donnelly Partick Thistle 6 

William Gibson Dunfermline Athletic 6 

Andy Kirk Dunfermline Athletic 5 
 
 

SEASON GOAL COUNTER 
 

TOTAL GOALS……………….220 

HOME TEAMS………121 AWAY TEAMS…………99 

 
 



 

  
Cowdenbeath v Arbroath 

Saturday 19th December, 2009 
Kick-Off 3.00pm    

Referee: Thomas Robertson 
 

Danny Lennon’s Cowdenbeath stretched their unbeaten run to ten League 
games when they saw off Stenhousemuir 2-1 in midweek, despite having 
Kenny Adamson sent off with Lennon pleased with his side’s drive to keep 
their record going.  
Lennon said, “Our organisation and determination has remained really 
good every week and that saw us through against Stenhousemuir as our 
creative side was not as good as it could have been. We need to up our 
game for Arbroath as Jim Weir will have them fighting to move up the 
table. The two games between the sides this season already have been 
close and I expect the same this time out.” 
Mark Baxter and match winner Paul McQuade came through Tuesday’s 
game unscathed after injury however, Adamson is banned following his 
dismissal. Defender John Armstrong is fit enough to return, although there 
are major doubts over midfielder Craig Winter and striker Gareth 
Wardlaw’s participation. 
 
Arbroath Manager Jim Weir, who had to make an hour long substitute 
appearance last weekend after more than three years out of the senior 
game, has again included himself in the Gayfield squad as their injury 
situation shows only a small sign of improving. 
Striker Steven Hislop is fit enough to be included and St. Mirren youngster, 
midfielder Kyle Faulds, will join him in the travelling party after being 
brought in on-loan from the Paisley club however, Kevin Milne, Dermot 
McCaffrey and Alan Rattray have all been ruled out along with youngsters 
Ryan Suttie and John Tonner. The experienced quartet of Ian Dobbins, 
Jamie Bishop, Barry Sellars and Mark McCulloch are all rated as doubtful 
by Weir, who said, “We are a wee bit better off than we were last week. 
We will need to show the same heart and spirit that we showed against 
Stirling to come back from three goals down to level. Although Stirling 
scored right at the death to win the game last weekend, I was proud of the 
effort put in by the lads.” 
 
 
 

Dumbarton v Alloa Athletic  
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Colin Brown 

 
Dumbarton Manager Jim Chapman made five changes in midweek for the 
midweek clash with Stirling Albion and the Sons boss is likely to make a 
few alterations to the starting line up for this game as well. Chapman 
explained, “The changes in midweek were all about freshening us up a bit 
and giving some players a rest. We also had a flu bug about the club but 
thankfully, that has cleared up now. The changes have given me a 
selection problem, as I now have refreshed players and players who 
worked hard to gain a valuable point in midweek but it is a nice problem to 
have.”  
The only absentee for Dumbarton will be goalkeeper David McEwan, who 
has a dislocated finger. Chapman is predicting a tough game against Alloa 
where either his tactics or Allan Maitland’s may prove the difference, “This 
will be a tight contest and it may well be that whoever gets the chess 
moves right will win the game.” 
 
Alloa may have lost their loan signings, defender Kevin Welsh of Hamilton 
and Morton striker Iain Russell, from their squad this week however, 
Manager Allan Maitland was still very much upbeat. 
Defender Scott Walker has got over the flu that kept him out against 
former club Brechin City with midfielder Brown Ferguson also available to 
leave Maitland saying, “We are in really good shape with no injuries or 
suspensions and we have been playing well recently. I watched 
Dumbarton at Stirling in midweek and they got a good point. This will be a 
tough test but every game in this division is.” 
 

 
 

East Fife v Brechin City 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Brian Colvin 

 
The Fifers are looking to build on last week’s 3-0 success at Dumbarton 
with manager Stevie Crawford saying, “We won at Clyde four weeks ago 
and then lost the next couple of games and we need to show more 

consistency now. We are still targeting a Play-Off place and three points 
against Brechin would put that within our grasp. We had a bout of flu at the 
club earlier this week but thankfully, that has cleared now so I cannot wait 
until kick off.” 
Crawford was an interested spectator at Glebe Park during the week when 
Brechin saw off Peterhead 3-0 and he quickly identified the dangermen in 
Brechin colours saying, “Rory McAllister and Charlie King were excellent in 
midweek and will need a lot of watching by our defence.” 
Crawford’s injury list still includes Scott Thomson, Goran Stanic, Robert 
Campbell, Mark Staunton and Paul Nugent. 
 
Brechin City boss Jim Duffy was delighted his side got back to winning 
ways at Glebe Park saying, “We played well and it was nice to pick up 
three points again from a win after a run of draws and the defeat at Alloa 
last weekend. I am hoping this game beats the predicted big freeze as I 
want us to get some consistency in our play and the best way to do that is 
to play every week.” 
Goalkeeper Craig Nelson is very doubtful after the injury that forced him off 
during the second half against Peterhead however, midfielder Neil Janczyk 
should be fine after being ill during the game against the Blue Toon. 
Defender Jon Sealey again misses out because of work commitments. 
 

 
 

Peterhead v Clyde 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Scott MacDonald 

 
Peterhead boss Neale Cooper is hoping that the introduction of 
experienced winger Barry Wilson will be the lift his young side need to halt 
a run of four straight defeats however, Cooper has a trio of injury doubts to 
wrestle with before he can name his side. 
Defensive pair Bobby Mann and Callum MacDonald are both struggling as 
is on-loan Aberdeen midfielder Nicky Clark with Cooper advising, “Barry’s 
experience will help us enormously and he also fills a position on the right 
side of the pitch that we have been struggling with all season. We played 
well at Dumbarton despite losing but have disappointed since and we need 
to get back to winning ways as we are a young side that could do with the 
confidence boost a win brings.” 
 
Clyde include youngsters William McCulloch and James McGowan in their 
travelling party as Manager John McCormack reshuffles his pack as a 
result of the absence through injury of defender Ali Park and midfielders 
Marvyn Wilson and Kevin Higgins. 
Mark Casey has left the club by mutual consent and McCormack has been 
busy lifting spirits following their 7-1 reversal saying, “That is over and 
done with and now we are ready for the nineteen Cup Finals we have 
between now and the end of the season.” 
 

 
 

Stirling Albion v Stenhousemuir 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Anthony Law 

  
Forthbank boss Allan Moore was still disappointed at his side dropping two 
points in midweek to Dumbarton saying, “That game typified our season 
where we miss chance after chance and lose soft goals at the other end. 
We are only two points behind and there is a long way to go and we can 
make that up if we tighten up at the back and start converting our chances 
better than we have been.” 
 
On-loan Dundee defender Craig McKeown is a doubt after picking up a 
groin strain in his debut in midweek to leave Moore saying, “It will be 
disappointing if Craig does not make it as he is only with us for the month. 
Stenhousemuir will be a stuffy side to break down but we have the 
forwards that can do it.” 
 
Stenhousemuir full back Willie Lyle sits out the last of his three game ban 
with Manager John Coughlin still rueing the defensive mistake that cost his 
side at least a point in midweek against League leaders Cowdenbeath. 
 
Coughlin said, “We played really well in midweek and it was so 
disappointing not to pick up anything. Even when Cowdenbeath equalised, 
I thought we would come back and win the game but it was not to be. We 
will however, need that level of performance again against a strong Stirling 
team to pick up at least a point at Forthbank.” 
 
Striker Andy Brand remains out injured for the Warriors. 



 

 
 
 

 HOME AWAY  

 
P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

Cowdenbeath 17 5 2 2 15 8 5 2 1 13 6 14 34 

Stirling Albion 17 3 5 1 13 9 6 0 2 16 12 8 32 

Alloa Athletic 17 4 1 3 8 9 4 3 2 11 7 3 28 

Brechin City 17 6 2 0 17 7 1 3 5 6 9 7 26 

Dumbarton 17 2 3 4 8 15 4 1 3 14 12 -5 22 

Peterhead 17 3 3 3 11 11 3 0 5 7 14 -7 21 

Stenhousemuir 17 3 2 3 8 9 2 3 4 12 10 1 20 

East Fife 17 3 2 4 9 10 2 3 3 11 11 -1 20 

Arbroath 17 1 1 6 9 19 3 3 3 8 10 -12 16 

Clyde 17 3 0 5 6 10 1 3 5 9 13 -8 15 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL 
 

21 
 

237 
 
 

TEAM CARD COUNT 
 

 Team Yellow Red 

Stenhousemuir 31 1 

Clyde 28 3 

Peterhead 27 2 

Alloa Athletic 27 1 

East Fife 24 3 

Dumbarton 22 3 

Brechin City 24 - 

Stirling Albion 19 2 

Arbroath 19 2 

Cowdenbeath 16 4 
 
 

PLAYER CARD COUNT 
 

Player Team Yellow Red 

William Lyle Stenhousemuir 6 - 

Jonathan Smart East Fife 5 1 

Marc McCulloch Arbroath 5 - 

Mark Brown Alloa Athletic 5 - 
Robert Mann Peterhead 4 1 

Alan Lithgow Clyde 4 - 

Ben Gordon Dumbarton 4 - 

Gary Carroll Alloa Athletic 4 - 

Iain Diack Stenhousemuir 4 - 

John Stewart Peterhead 4 - 
 
 

ATTENDANCES 
 

Team High Low Average 

Alloa Athletic 1201 394 607 

Arbroath 649 328 498 

Brechin City 617 375 456 

Clyde 878 552 711 

Cowdenbeath 739 264 392 

Dumbarton 944 397 704 

East Fife 803 509 633 

Peterhead 571 429 507 

Stenhousemuir 727 532 613 

Stirling Albion 986 462 678 

 
 

LEADING GOALSCORERS 
 

Player Team Goals 

Paul McManus East Fife 10 

Rory McAllister Brechin City 10 

Martin Grehan Stirling Albion 8 

Charlie King Brechin City 7 

Scott McBride Cowdenbeath 6 

Willie Sawyers Clyde 6 

Bryan Scott Arbroath 5 

David McKenna Stirling Albion 5 

David Ross Peterhead 5 

Garath Wardlaw Cowdenbeath 5 
 
 

SEASON GOAL COUNTER 
 

TOTAL GOALS……………211 

HOME TEAMS………104 AWAY TEAMS………107 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Annan Athletic v Livingston 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Alan Muir 

  
Annan welcome Livingston for the first ever meeting between the sides at 
Galabank, with Harry Cairney’s men looking to extend their run of three 
games unbeaten and take the three points that will keep them on the 
fringes of a Play-Off place. 
 
Cairney knows that it will not be easy against a Livingston side that scored 
seven on Monday night against Clyde on Scottish Cup duty, saying, 
“Livingston have been threatening to do that for a while but hopefully we 
can put up the shutters down here. The last time we played Livi, we were 
two down by half time and made a much better show of it in the second 
half and it is therefore essential that we start this game correctly.” 
Defensive midfielder Alan Inglis is out injured. 
 
Livingston boss Gary Bollan has not dwelled long on his side’s seven goal 
showing in the Scottish Cup saying, “It was straight back down to thinking 
about League games again on Tuesday morning. We dropped points last 
week against Forfar so our focus has been on getting going again and 
ensuring that we get the win to stay top of this division.” 
 
On-loan Hearts full back Jonny Brown drops out through suspension with 
Kyle Jacobs likely to step into his starting place with Ewan Moyes added 
back into the squad after serving the suspension that kept him out of the 
Scottish Cup win. 
 
 

  
East Stirlingshire v Albion Rovers 

Saturday 19th December, 2009 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: Neil Watters 
 
East Stirling boss Jim McInally will use his side’s 3-0 defeat at Cliftonhill 
earlier in the season as motivation for this game saying, “That day was 
one of my worst days since I came here. We gave away soft goals, were 
three down by half time and were generally very, very poor.” 
 
That loss has not been too damaging with McInally adding, “A win in this 
game will give us a chance of topping the table by beating Livingston on 
Boxing Day, even if they win at Annan.” 
 
McInally has a full squad to pick from with defender David King now fully 
fit. 
 
Albion Rovers boss Paul Martin is looking forward to an open attacking 
game at Ochilview as his side look to grab their first win in the League 
since October 10. Martin said, “Jim McInally is a Manager who sends his 
team out to attack and so am I. We are at our best in these situations and I 
am looking for my guys to put on the same type of performance as they did 
against Forfar a couple of weeks ago in a very exciting 2-2 draw. We are 
drawing too many games just now and I am looking forward to trying to 
change that in this one.” 
 
Martin will be without defender Todd Lumsden, midfielder Mark Canning 
and striker David McFarlane through injury with Marc McCusker and 
Michael McGowan facing late fitness tests. 
 
 

 
 

Elgin City v Stranraer 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: John Beaton 

 
Elgin City boss Ross Jack surveyed the Borough Briggs pitch on Friday 
morning and announced that all was well saying, “If the game was today 
there would be no problems at all. We are looking forward to the visit of 
Stranraer after winning down at their place. We did well down there but 
recognise it was a bit of an off day for them. We will need to play even 
better than we did that day as I am sure Keith Knox will send his side out 
looking for a much improved showing and a win.” 
 
Elgin will be missing defender Paul Kaczan, who is starting a two game 
ban with Jack facing a defensive crisis because of injuries. Allan Dempsie 
is out with a hamstring knock, David Niven has an ankle problem with 

Michael Dunn struggling with an ankle knock too. Midfielder Jack Inglis is 
struggling to be available because of work commitments. 
 
Stranraer set off on their journey to the Highlands at 5.30 in the morning 
with Manager Keith Knox praying the game goes ahead saying, “It would 
be good to get this game on as I do not fancy coming back here for a 
midweek re-arranged game.” 
 
Knox was pleased with how his side finished the game against Queen’s 
Park last Saturday, although he was not overly enamoured with how they 
started saying, “We were fortunate to restrict Queen’s Park to just the one 
goal but in the last 20 minutes, we improved, got an equaliser and could 
have sneaked it, but that would have been harsh on Queen’s. I am looking 
for us to start how we ended that game up at Elgin.” 
 
Defenders Damiano Agostini and Romauld Bouadji are rated as doubts to 
be involved in this game. 
 
 

  
Forfar Athletic v Berwick Rangers 

Saturday 19th December, 2009 
Kick-Off 3.00pm 

Referee: Steven McLean 
 
Forfar will be out to build on last weekend’s last gasp win over leaders 
Livingston and secure the three points that would see them move within a 
point of Berwick in third place. Station Park boss Dick Campbell said, 
“There would be no point in putting in all that effort to win at the home of 
the League leaders to lose three points in your next home game. A win in 
this game and three points from the next home match with Queen’s Park 
on Boxing Day will really have us motoring.” 
 
Forfar have a full squad to pick from with Mark McCulloch and Martyn 
Fotheringham both expected to be free of work commitments in order to 
play. 
 
Berwick Rangers are looking to bounce back after last weekend’s home 
defeat by East Stirling by taking all three points from a Forfar side that left 
Shielfield with a 1-0 win back in October. The Borderers have selection 
problems with former Loon, Elliot Smith suspended along with midfielder 
Stuart Callaghan and a trio of influential players missing through injury. 
 
Defender Jamie Ewart along with the striking duo of Damon Gray and Alan 
Brazil are out with Manager Jimmy Crease bringing in Dunfermline 
defender Harry McGregor on-loan to provide some cover. Former Hibs 
player Jordan Cropley, son of Easter Road favourite Alex, has been 
included in Crease’s squad as a trialist. 
Crease said, “It is not the best prepared for a game that we have been but 
we will go to Station Park and set out to win all three points.” 
 
 

 
 

Queen’s Park v Montrose 
Saturday 19th December, 2009 

Kick-Off 3.00pm 
Referee: Charlie Richmond 

 
Queen’s Park will be missing talented full back Barry Douglas through 
suspension with former Lanark United player Paul Burns brought in as 
cover by Hampden Head Coach Gardner Speirs. The Spiders have only 
picked up one point in their last two games as they have let chances 
aplenty go a-begging with Speirs saying, “Against both Annan and 
Stranraer we have played well but missed four or five good opportunities in 
each match and that has cost us points wise.” 
 
Goalkeeper Zander Cowie, defender Martin Ure, midfielder Paul Harkins 
and striker Ian Watt remain out injured with striker David Murray added to 
the home side’s pool as they looked to ensure they are not the ones that 
winless Montrose break their duck against. 
 
Montrose include 36-year-old front man Paul Tosh as a trialist with John 
Gemmell absent because of a back injury and Manager Steven Tweed 
hoping that the fine facilities at Hampden will be enjoyed by his side to 
such an extent that they pick up that elusive first League win. 
 
Said Tweed, “Hampden is a great stadium to play at, Queen’s Park have 
that luxury every couple of weeks and I hope my players enjoy it and do 
themselves justice during the game.” 
 
Defenders Gordon Pope and Sean Fleming along with midfielder James 
Collier remain out injured. 



 

 
 
 

 HOME AWAY  

 
P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS 

Livingston 16 6 1 1 16 6 5 0 3 16 7 19 34 

East Stirlingshire 16 5 2 1 11 7 5 0 3 10 11 3 32 

Berwick Rangers 16 7 1 2 12 4 2 2 2 12 10 10 30 

Forfar Athletic 16 3 3 1 15 10 4 2 3 11 9 7 26 

Albion Rovers 16 3 4 1 8 4 2 4 2 6 7 3 23 

Annan Athletic 16 4 1 2 7 4 1 4 4 6 10 -1 20 

Queen's Park 16 1 2 4 5 10 3 2 4 8 10 -7 16 

Stranraer 16 3 2 4 10 13 1 2 4 4 9 -8 16 

Elgin City 16 0 2 5 6 17 3 4 2 15 11 -7 15 

Montrose 16 0 4 5 5 15 0 2 5 2 11 -19 6 
 
 
 
 
 

CARD COUNT - SEASON TOTAL 
 

16 
 

264 
 
 

TEAM CARD COUNT 
 

 Team Yellow Red 

Montrose  36 3 

Elgin city 29 3 

Berwick Rangers 30 1 

Queen's Park 28 3 

Stranraer 29 1 

Forfar Athletic 25 1 

Livingston 24 2 

East Stirlingshire 21 1 

Annan Athletic 21 1 

Albion Rovers 21 - 
 
 

PLAYER CARD COUNT 
 

Player Team Yellow Red 

Barry Douglas Queen's Park 7 - 

Elliot Smith Berwick Rangers 7 - 

Chris Hegarty Montrose 6 1 

Michael Moore Stranraer 6 - 

Murray Henderson Stranraer 5 1 

Stuart Callaghan Berwick Rangers 5 1 

Chris Templeman Forfar Athletic 5 - 

Giuseppe Capuano Queen's Park 5 - 

Hugh Davidson Montrose 5 - 

Michael O'Byrne Albion Rovers 5 - 
 
 

ATTENDANCES 
 

Team High Low Average 

Albion Rovers 613 225 372 

Annan Athletic 647 416 507 

Berwick Rangers 608 366 456 

East Stirlingshire 567 345 400 

Elgin City 615 449 516 

Forfar Athletic 613 410 480 

Livingston 1267 632 878 

Montrose 548 250 358 

Queen’s Park 620 376 548 

Stranraer 347 205 264 

 
 

LEADING GOALSCORERS  
 

Player Team Goals 

Ross Campbell Forfar Athletic 10 

Craig Gunn Elgin City 9 

Andrew Halliday Livingston 7 

Andrew Rodgers East Stirlingshire 6 

Alan Brazil Berwick Rangers 5 

Robert Winters Livingston 5 

Simon Lynch East Stirlingshire 5 

Bryan Gilfillan Annan Athletic 4 

Fraser McLaren Berwick Rangers 4 

Keaghan Jacobs Livingston 4 
 
 

SEASON GOAL COUNTER 
 

TOTAL GOALS…………….185 

HOME TEAMS…….……95 AWAY TEAMS….……90 

 
 
 



 

 


